The Planning Exercise

You are advised to lay your planning exercise out in a manner recommended in the question paper. Perhaps worth giving subheadings (like apparatus, method, etc).

For example:
· Draw a diagram of the arrangement of your apparatus  (this includes electrical circuits when relevant)

· The procedure to be followed

· How the measurements are made

· The range and precision of any instruments that would be used

· Any safety precautions you would take when carrying out the investigation

· Particular features of the design that would ensure the accuracy and reliability of your results


You must also quote a couple (at least) of references.

These should:

· Cleary state the source, so that the examiner could look up the reference and find it.  Recommend you use at least one internet source.  The reference must be specific, such as http://www.engineersedge.com/material_science/youngs_modulus.htm
· You are often required to give ranges of values.  Using the internet to find suitable equipment with their specifications is an easy way of providing evidence of researching material for this exercise.

· You MUST clearly show in the text WHERE you are using any references – there is no point simply quoting a load of references at the end without showing where you have used them.  Worth considering using footnotes (if you are typing up your planning exercise).


Note that the examiner isn’t paid a vast sum for marking your work, so anything you can do to make his life easier is likely to benefit you (writing legibly, structuring the answer so that it is easier to mark by having clear statements of relevance etc).

Remember that there is usually one mark for each correct point.

Think about the key words you will need to use.

Check your sentences begin with capital letters, and that the technical words you use are spelt correctly (!)

Some suggestions for AS Module 1.  NPY
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