Student guide to the Physics component of AQA GCSE Science
You have chosen to study either for two GCSEs (Science & Additional Science), this is sometimes called ‘Double Science’ or three GCSEs (Biology, Chemistry & Physics), sometimes called ‘Triple Science’.
GCSE SCIENCE & ADDITIONAL SCIENCE

(Double Science)

4th Year

During this year you will study GCSE Science. In Physics this means the content of the Physics 1 GCSE Science Paper as well as preparing for Physics coursework.

In June of this year you will sit this paper (along with the equivalent Biology & Chemistry papers). This paper is 45 minutes long, counts for 25% of the GCSE Science exam and consists of short answer questions, all of which are compulsory. 

You will not receive a GCSE grade at this point as you will not complete the coursework required for this paper until the 5th year.

5th Year

During this year you will study GCSE Additional Science. In Physics this means the content of the Physics 2 GCSE Additional Science Paper.
You will also complete the coursework element of both the Science & Additional Science GCSE exams. In both cases the coursework counts 25% towards the final grade.
In June of the 5th year you will sit the Additional Science paper (along with the equivalent Biology & Chemistry papers). This paper is 45 minutes long, counts for 25% of the GCSE Additional Science exam and consists of short answer questions, all of which are compulsory. 

You may also wish to resit the GCSE Science Physics 1 paper (as well as the Biology & Chemistry ones) in order to improve on the mark(s) you received at the end of the fourth year.

You will receive separate GCSE grades for both GCSE Science & GCSE Additional Science at this point.

Note: Your final grade in both GCSE SCIENCE & GCSE ADDITIONAL SCIENCE is made up of 25% Physics; 25% Biology & 25% Chemistry plus 25% joint coursework from the three science subjects. Good grades can only be achieved by doing well in all three sciences.
GCSE PHYSICS
(Triple Science)
4th Year

During this year you will study all the content of the Physics 1 GCSE Science Paper and some of the content of the Physics 2 GCSE Additional Science Paper. You also prepare for the coursework element of the course.
In June of this year you will sit the Physics 1 GCSE Science Paper only (along with the equivalent Biology & Chemistry papers). This paper is 45 minutes long, counts for 25% towards your final Physics grade and consists of short answer questions, all of which are compulsory. 

You will not receive a GCSE grade at this point as you will not complete the coursework required for this paper until the 5th year.

5th Year

During this year you will complete the study all the content of the Physics 2 GCSE Additional Science Paper and all content of the Physics 3 GCSE Science Paper.
You will also complete the coursework element of the Physics GCSE exam. This coursework counts 25% towards the final grade.
In January of the 5th year you will sit the Physics 2 Additional Science paper. In June the Physics 3 paper. Both papers are 45 minutes long, each counting 25% towards your final Physics grade and consist of short answer questions, all of which are compulsory.
You may also wish to resit the Physics 1 and/or Physics 2 papers in order to improve on the mark you received at the end of the fourth year or the fifth year in January.

After the June examinations you will receive a grade for GCSE Physics.
Note: If you have chosen to study Physics as a separate science (as part of triple science) the work you undergo in Biology & Chemistry, including the coursework, has no affect on your Physics grade.
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