Guide to AQA GCSE Science Marks
(From the January 2008 Examinations)

January Marks

From your January examinations you should have received THREE marks out of 100, one each for Biology, Chemistry & Physics. These marks make up 75% (three-quarters) of your overall mark towards your SCIENCE GCSE. 

The other 25% will come from the CHEMISTRY coursework you took last summer. This mark has yet to be moderated and so you cannot at this stage receive a GCSE grade.

The UMS Mark Scale

For each module paper taken a mark on the Unified Marking Scale (UMS) out of 100 is given. These marks correspond to GCSE grades as shown below:

	UMS Mark
	Grade

	90 to 100
	A*

	80 to 89
	A

	70 to 79
	B

	60 to 69
	C

	50 to 59
	D

	45 to 49
	E

	Less than 45
	U


Your Current Position in GCSE SCIENCE
Add up your three marks and refer to the table below:
	UMS Mark
	Grade

	270 to 300
	A*

	240 to 369
	A

	210 to 239
	B

	180 to 209
	C

	150 to 179
	D

	135 to 149
	E

	Less than 135
	U


Coursework

Your CHEMISTRY coursework mark, once moderated, will also converted into a UMS mark out of 100. 
So 19/34 for an ISA combined with a PSA mark of 5/6 could end up being a UMS mark of 80 (A) 
WE DO NOT KNOW HOW THESE WILL BE CONVERTED AT THIS POINT.

Final SCIENCE GCSE Grades
The SCIENCE GCSE is made up of three UMS marks, one from each science (the Biology 1, Chemistry 1 & Physics 1 module papers) plus another UMS mark out of 100 from the coursework. The overall UMS mark out of 400 is used to award a GCSE grade for SCIENCE. 

	UMS Mark
	Grade

	360 to 400
	A*

	320 to 359
	A

	280 to 319
	B

	240 to 279
	C

	200 to 239
	D

	180 to 199
	E

	Less than 180
	U


Resitting Modules

You have initially been entered to resit all of your Science (Module 1) papers in June. If you gain a higher UMS mark from the retake then this mark will replace your present mark. If the retake mark is lower then your present mark will stand. If you do not wish to retake any or all of these modules then you should inform Dr. Drayton. (Note: If you gained a UMS mark of 100 you will automatically have your entry withdrawn)
ADDITIONAL SCIENCE GCSE
In June you will be sitting the Module 2 papers in all the three Sciences. Your best coursework mark from PHYSICS or BIOLOGY will be combined with these marks to give you a second GCSE in ADDITIONAL SCIENCE.
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