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Unit 1: Physics
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Teachers’ Notes

This ISA relates to Science A Unit 3: P1.1

The transfer of energy by heating processes and the factors that affect
the rate at which that energy is transferred

Topic of investigation

Energy can be transferred from one place to another by work or by heating
processes. We need to know how this energy is transferred and which heating
processes are most important in a particular situation.

Overview

Candidates should:

= plan practical ways to answer scientific
questions and test hypotheses

» devise appropriate methods for the
collection of numerical and other data

= assess and manage risks when carrying
out practical work

» collect, process, analyse and interpret
primary and secondary data including the
use of appropriate technology

s draw evidence-based conclusions

s evaluate methods of data collection and the
quality of the resulting data.

The teacher should describe the context in
which the investigation is set and outline the
problem that is to be investigated.

Once the candidates have researched and
written up their own plan in the first part of the
ISA they should carry out their investigation
providing that it is valid, safe, workable, and
manageable in the laboratory.

Candidates should be given the
hypothesis:

There is a link between the mass of water
being heated and the temperature rise.

Candidates will need to decide on which
variables need to be controlled in order to
investigate the hypothesis and research a
method that could be used, with particular
reference to hazards and risk assessment.

In Section 1 of the ISA candidates will be
required to provide a full plan of the method
that they have chosen to use.

Important: In this ISA, candidates will need to
be given a table of pooled results from the
whole class. If the class is very small, then the
teacher may add his or her own results to the
table.

Risk Assessment

It is the responsibility of the centre to ensure
that a risk assessment is carried out.

Follow the next 5 stages to complete Science A Controlled Assessment for

Physics stage Y stage Y
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Teachers’ Notes

PHYSICS

& Planning (Limited control)

Teachers should provide a Candidate Research Notes Form. For Science A,
teachers should write the hypothesis and context written on this form. Candidates
should be given the opportunity to plan an investigation to test the hypothesis.
The investigation should be set in a context by the centre. Examples of suitable
contexts could include electric storage heaters, oil-filled radiators or hot water
tanks. Whichever context is chosen, the teacher must take care to present it in
such a way that it does not limit the candidates’ choice of method for the
investigation.

Candidates should then independently research an appropriate plan to test the
hypothesis and decide for themselves factors such as the range, interval and
number of repeat readings that they should take, and the variables that need to
be controlled. They should use at least two sources for this research.

They will need to undertake independent research to identify one method that
could be used. During this time they may make one A4 side of their own
Candidate Research Notes for use during Section 1 of the ISA. The Candidate
Research Notes sheet is attached as an appendix.

Candidates may use technology such as the internet or CD-ROMs, textbooks or
any other appropriate sources of information for their research.

Candidates should also research how the results of the investigation might be
useful in the specified context.

There is no set time allocation for this research, but it is anticipated that it should
take no longer than 3 hours of work at most. This research may be done in the
laboratory or elsewhere.

The teacher should check and sign the Candidate Research Notes before allowing
the candidate to use them during the completion of Section 1 of the ISA. These
must be checked to ensure they do not include plagiarised text, detailed planning
grids or a pre-prepared draft. The candidate may use these notes while completing
Section 1 and Section 2 of the ISA. When the candidate has completed Section 2,
the Candidate Research Notes should be stapled to the ISA.
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Teachers’ Notes

PHYSICS

Reporting on the planning research
(High control)

For this stage, candidates must work individually under direct
supervision.

After the Stage 1 planning session, candidates should be given Section 1 of
the ISA and should work on their own, under controlled conditions, to answer
it. Candidates may take brief notes of up to one A4 side of their own research
into the formal assessment period. These must be checked to ensure they do
not include plagiarised text, or a pre-prepared draft.

Section 1 requires candidates to:
consider the variables (independent, dependent and control) that they will
need to manage during the investigation
report on their research into how to test the hypothesis they have been
given
write a detailed plan of their chosen method
identify possible hazards and write down how the risks may be minimised
draw a suitable blank table suitable for the method they have planned.

Candidates may choose to use technology to draw the table, eg a computer
spreadsheet. This must be done under the direct supervision of the
teacher and may be done at any convenient time between the planning
session in Stage 1 and the completion of Section 1 of the ISA.

While answering Section 1 of the ISA, candidates must not be allowed to use
textbooks, the Internet or any other source of help apart from their own
Candidate Research Notes.
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Teachers’ Notes

PHYSICS

Practical work (Limited control)

For this stage, candidates may work individually or in groups.

Candidates may work in groups to carry out their plans, but each candidate must
contribute to the collection of data.

Candidates may use appropriate technology during the practical work, eg data
loggers or sensors.

If the candidate is going to carry out his or her own plan, then the teacher may
photocopy the plan from Section 1 of that candidate's ISA. This photocopy may
then be given to the candidate to use during the practical session. If the teacher
deems that the plan produced by the candidate is invalid, unworkable, unsafe,
unmanageable or for any other reason unsuitable, then the teacher may provide a
method. An example of a suitable method is attached to these notes.

The teacher may also provide a blank table for the results:

» if the table produced by the candidate is inadequate — in which case the
candidate would not be able to score full marks for producing a table.

if the candidate carries out an investigation from a method provided by the teacher,
or the teacher prefers that the candidates use a particular format — in which case
the candidate would be able to score full marks for producing their own table.

Processing primary data (High control)

For this stage, candidates must work individually under direct
supervision.

Candidates should be given back their table of results, and asked to display
these on a bar chart or line graph. Candidates must decide for themselves which
format is the more appropriate for any particular investigation. Candidates may
use appropriate technology to do this, eg a graph-drawing program on a
computer.

If a candidate chooses to use a computer, this must be done under the direct
supervision of the teacher and the bar chart or line graph must be printed
straight away.

Candidates must not be allowed to take their results and chart or graph away,
the teacher must collect them at the end of the lesson.
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Teachers’ Notes

PHYSICS

Analysing results (High control)

For this part of the investigation candidates must work individually
under direct supervision.

AQA will provide a Secondary Data Sheet.

The candidates should also be given a table of results from other candidates in
the class, or the teacher’s results. Candidates should use the results of others to
analyse the validity of their own results.

Candidates should be given Section 2 of the ISA and should also be given:

their own table of results

a set of results obtained by other people
their own chart or graph

Secondary Data Sheet supplied by AQA
their own Candidate Research Notes

The teacher should have recorded the marks for each candidate’s table and
graph/chart before these are given back. This will ensure that a candidate
cannot gain an unfair advantage by making any alterations to them at this stage.

Section 2 will require candidates to:

analyse their own results

draw a conclusion

match their achieved results to the original hypothesis that was given to them
evaluate the method of collection and the quality of the resulting data

analyse further secondary data drawn from the same topic area as their
original investigation

relate their findings to the context set in the ISA.
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An example of a Suitable Method
(Refer to Stage 3 Teachers’ Notes)

PHYSICS

Specific Heat Capacity

Hypothesis: There is a link between the mass of water
being heated and the temperature rise.

You will need to prepare a table for the results.

Equipment:

Large beakers

Measuring cylinder

Low voltage immersion heater + power supply or a Bunsen burner
Thermometer

Stopwatch

Method:
Measure out 1 kg of cold water into a large beaker.
Measure and record the initial temperature of the water.
Put an immersion heater into the water and switch on for a fixed period of time,
eg 10 minutes.
Measure and record the temperature at the end.
Work out the change in temperature.
Repeat for several other masses of water.

NOTE:

If you are using a Bunsen burner instead of an electric immersion heater, make sure that
you do not change the setting on the burner during the experiment.

Copyright © 2010 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved
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Research Notes

Centre-assessed work
Candidate Research Notes

PHYSICS

GCSE Science (4405) Additional Science (4408) Biology (4401) Chemistry (4402) Physics (4403)

8CYC m ASCC D BLYC D CHYC D PHYC D

Cenire Number 9 § 7 & S Centre Name 7/ /e Neco Acaderny
Candidate’s Name 2JAKD, JAMES Candidate's Number 0102

investigation Tie ~ SPECTFZC HEAT CAPACITY

ISA number:  2/(] x

The noles the candidate takes into the Controlled Assessment task are to be recorded in the
spaces on this sheal.

This sheset should be given lo the teacher for checking before il is used in Section 1 of the 1SA.

When Section 1 of the ISA has been compleled, this sheet should be retained by the leacher for
subsaguent use with Section 2

When Section 2 of the ISA has been complated, this sheet should be stapled fo it.

Daclaration
| confirm that these are (he only preparation notes used in the Controlled Assessmant task,

J. Warrison J. Ward

-~ 2s5/1/1

This form can be downloaded from aga.org. ukicandidatencotes

SCIENCECN To mesa how ALA compies with (he Data Protection Acl 1988 pleasa ses our Prvecy Stasment at 808 org.uk
Copynght © 2010 ACA ond ity licensors. AR rights nessrved

The Aseemerd srd Quaitcation Alisnce (ACW B n compony bnied by gusranies registersd n Engiand and Yaies icompany nomtee
BT el @ reEteRad Chanty (regaiwnd chlty numbss 1073334). Regetesd sddmss: AQA,. Devan Sves!, Wrchasts M15 6EX
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Research Notes

Hypothesis
There 15 a link betiween the mass of water ée/nﬂ heated and Zhe

PHYSICS

Zemperatire rise.

Research sources

Concise 7iventieth Century Science - éy Arc her etc.
The Internet

Mathod(s)
o flectric immersion healer or Bunsen.

o Wedl different masses of waler for the Sare
/enjz‘h of Cine.
o Measure temperalure at stard and end.

Immersion hedler + poroer supply
Beaker

7 hernoneter

Stopevateh

Risk assessment issues

o Yot water

| Relating the investigation to the context

Bo///hg wader in a ketd/e - only £/l Lhe amont needed ot fhercoise

i? takes too /0/73 and wastes enerqy .
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ISA Section 1

PHYSICS

i |7 5[ 7] 6| s @20 1|07
A WARD e | TAMES

Wotice 1o Candidate. Tha work you submit for asasssmant must be your own. i you copy from somecne

she o alkow anciher candidate 1o copy fom you, of if you cheal in any other way, you may be disquaklied.
‘Declaration | have read and undertcad fhe Nokcs to Candidate and can corfirm (hat

| havws produced the attached work wilhoul assisisnce ofher than that which is acceptable under the -

e | J. ard Pee 29/1/1

A 4 General Certificate of Secondary Education
@/ June 20xx and January 20xx
Science A (Specimen)

Controlled Assessment ISA PU1.x Specific Heat Capacity Section 1

For moderation in May 20xx or January 20xx
Tima allowed up to 45 minutes

For this paper you musi have:
= your Candidate Research noles

= @ pencil and a nber
You may use a calculator

Instructions Information

* Use biack ink or black ball-point pen, = The marks for questions are shown in brackets.

= Fill in the boxes at the top of this page. = The maximurm mark for this paper is 20,

= Answer all questions in the spaces provided, You * The maximum mark for the Controlled Assessment
Unit is 50.

may use extra paper, p

You are reminded of the need for good English and

* Do all rough wark in this baok. Eng

clear presantation in your answers.
* Cross through any work you do not want (o be marked,

Details of additional assistance (if any). Has the candidale recahved any haip or information from anyene other
than the subject leacher{s) in the production of this work? If the answer is yes give the detalls beiow or on a separale page

"r'aa|:| Nu

Teacher Declaration:
| confirm that the candidate’'s work was conducied under the condifions faid out by the spacification. | have authenboated
the candidate’s work and am sabsfied that o the best of my knowledge the work produced is solely that of the candidate.

it i bitiar: J. Yarrison

An part af ACA's e o aanisd stk ACA may make your CAL avafabls on & sinctly anonymous basis §o ieachers, sxaminmg
siaff and students in paper form ar lsciranically, through the Inlermst or ofher means. fof the purposs of indicaling & typical mark or fof
other educatioral purpoaes  In the uriibaly everd thal your CAL is made available for the purposes statsd above, you may abject bo the s
any fmé and we will nemaoye the work on ressonabis notica. If you nmmmmwm

| T nes how AGA o0 wiih the Daia Prosection Act 1880 plasss see our Privecy Statemant Bl bija o ik

10
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Section 1
Hypothesis. There is a hnk between the mass of water baing heated and the lemperature rise.

Think aboul the research thal you did to find oul how to test this hypothesis

MName two sources that you used for your research,
Concise Twentieth Century Physics Science (Archer.al)

Which of these sources was the more usalul and why?
Concise Tiventieth Centery Science. It gave me a

In this investigation, you will nead (o control soma of the variables.

Wite down one vanable that will need to be contralled,
7T he /enjz‘/z oA ime T Senidched the heater on For. o—

Describe briefly how you would carry oul a preliminary investigation to find a sultable
value to use for this varabile,

You shoukd also expiain how the results of this preliminary investigation will help you to
decide on the best value for this variable.

5 puneles. In each case T woelld measure Che

tepperature rise and see i 2his qave a good difference.

The candidate has clearly
identified two relevant
sources and has stated why
one of them was more
useful.

A suitable control variable
has been given (the length
of time for which energy is
supplied). A suitable range
has been given.

The candidate has not
mentioned how the
temperature rise should be
obtained (it is actually
calculated rather than
measured) and the way in
which the results could be
used (“see if this gave a
good difference”) is too
vague.

11

PHYSICS
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PHYSICS

12

in this question you will be assessed on using good Engiish, argamizing infarmaltion
clearly and using specialist ferms where appropriate.

Describe how you plan to do your investigation to 1est the hypothesis given,
You should include:

&5

® 12 vo/? immersion healer

the equipmeant that you plan to use

how you will use the eguipment

the measuwramants that you are going o makea

how you will make i a fair test
@ risk assessmant

20 ent:

o | /itre éea,éer

o Zhermometer

» Stopevateh

Method':
o Put Léﬁ of water in the beaker and meascre he

o Measure Zhe Zermperatire afler 2 runites

* Kepeat For $009, 6009, 4009, and 2009

cach time, and the heater shoild be Scoitched on

For the same armowunt of Cime each Cime.

. Knocked over, iZ could scold soprecne. So I eol/

Apart from stating how the
temperature rise should be
calculated from the initial
and final temperatures, the
method is clear and another
person should be able to
follow this method and
obtain valid results.

The candidate has clearly
stated control variables that
should be kept the same in
order to make the test fair.
However, there is no
indication as to how these
variables will be controlled
or monitored.

The equipment that the
candidate proposes to use
is clearly described and is
appropriate. However, the
candidate would also need
a balance (or at least a
measuring cylinder
assuming the he knows the
density of water.

The risk assessment
contains an identification of
the hazard (hot water), the
associated risk (being
scalded if the water is spilt)
and two control measures
(keeping book etc away and
not overheating the water).

The method is described in
a logical sequence of steps.

Even though the candidate
has used bullet points in
some places, the spelling,
punctuation, grammar and
the correct use of technical
terms are sufficient to meet
all the relevant criteria.
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When you have completad your experimental work, you will be asked to share your
results with others,

Explain the advantages of sharing your resulis with olhers

Make sure that you hand in your Candidate Research notes and your blank table for the
resulis with this paper

You will be awarded up to two marks for your table.
(2 marks}

Mass of | Temp at |Terp a
water start end

/hj

END OF SECTION 1

Copyrgrd B 3511 ADA drel s sy &3 rghis resereest

The candidate has the idea
of being able to compare
the results in order to check
them, and has also referred
to the idea of calculating a
mean. However, the
advantage of calculating a
mean is not mentioned, nor
is there any reference to
reproducibility.

The table is incomplete, as

@—— the units for temperature are

missing.
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ISA Section 2

PHYSICS

Nerber 7 e | O | O 7
Sumame TJAMES

Motice 1o Candidate. The work you Submil for Rssessment must b your own. [ you copy rom someans
hwmmmumlmmwlmﬂhwﬂm you may be disqualified.
Candidate Declaration | have raad and understcod the Nolice 1o Canddale and can corfinm Mat

IMMHMMMMWMMWH accoptabia undar fhe

orinns | 7. M%@ e 22/1/0

A 4 General Certificate of Secondary Education
%/ June 20xx and January 20xx
Science A (Specimen)

Controlled Assessment ISA PU1.x Specific Heat Capacity Section 2
For moderation in May 20xx or January 20xx

Time allowed 50 minutes

For this paper you must have:
+ resulls Wables and chans or graphs from your nvestigation
+ the Secondary Data Shoet
+ wour Candidale Resaarch noles
* @ pencil and @ ruler

You may use a caiculator.
Instructions Information
* Uss black ink or black ball-paint pen, * The marks for questions ara shown in
* Fillin the boxes at the top of this page. brackets.
= Answer all questions in the spaces provided. * The maximum mark for this paper is 30,
* Do all rough work in this book. = The maximum mark for the Controiied

Assessment Linitis 50.
* Crogs through any work you do not want to be marked., = You are reminded of the need for good

English and clear presentation in your
BNSWErs,

Details of additional assistance (Iif any). Has the candidate recesved any help or information from-anyone other than
the subject teacher(s} in the production of this work? If the answer is yes give the details below or on & separate page.

vul___] Hu

Teacher Declaration;
| eonfirrn that the candidate's work was conductad whdsr the conditions laid out by the specilication. | have suthanbeated
the candidate’s work and am satisfied that to the best of my knowledge the work produced is solely that of the candidale.

Signature of teacher s o 2 Date R P e e

Aa part of ACA's commitmant o sssist sluderts, ACIA may make your CAL avaiasle on a sirclly anorymous basis b teschers, sxamning
staff and students in paper form or electromically, through the Intemet or other means, fof the purpose of indicating a hypical mark o for
oitver educational purposes. In the uniikely svent that your CAL i made avaiable for the purposes stated above, you may object o this ad
any rme and we will mmave the work on reasonabie notice i you have any concamns pleass contact chafisas oro uk

Tosoa with tha Data Aet 1088 B Bl [ il

15
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PHYSICS

16

Hypothesis: There is a link batween the mass of water being heated and the femperafire rnse,

1 (a) What ware tha variables in (he nvestigation you did?

The independen! variabbe msﬂemdSSo/’waz‘er

One control variable was /1€ /e7geh of " Lime The wdder was
heated For. 3 marks) 3
Think about the way in which you took your measurements.

Resolution means the smallest scale division on the measuring instrument that you were
using.

What was the resolution of your measurement of the temperature?
1oC

Do you think that this resolution was appropriate for this investigation?

Explain your answer.

No it would have been better iX I had a hermometer

been more accurate.

T (3 manks)

The hypothesis that you were given bafore you staried your investigation is printed
above

Dio your resulis support this hypothesis? Explain your answer.

Zepperdture rise. There was a patiern.

All three variables have been
correctly identified.

The candidate has
correctly stated the
resolution. However,
there is no reason given
as to why measuring to
1/10th of a degree would
be better. Also the
mention of accuracy
suggests that the
candidate does not fully
understand the meaning
of the term resolution.

The candidate’s results do
support the hypothesis, and
the candidate has stated
this. There is reference to a
pattern, but the candidate
has failed to quote any
numerical evidence to
support this.
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PHYSICS

1{d) You have been given the resulls oblained by other peopla.
Do these other results show that this investigation is reproducibla? Explain your answer The candidate has not

quoted any numerical data.
G mspieY fromm the resuts. Although the candidate has
suggested a possible
reason as to why the results
of others may have been
different, there is no
explanation of this.

If you wera to repeal your experiment, would you make any changes (o your method?
Tick the box beside your answer.

¥es, | would make changes to my method

No, | would not make changes to my method D

Explain why you would or would not make any changes, using examiples from your
results.

T woulld inswulate the beaker and Ut a lid on it. This
The candidate’s answer
contains a sensible
@— suggestion which is partly
explained, but no examples
are quoted from the results

17
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PHYSICS

You have bean glven a Data Sheet which provides resulls from similar investigations.
Label the axes and draw a sketch graph of the results in Case Study 1

The graph should show how the mean temperature rise vanes with the mass of water
being heated.

Both axes are labelled
y @——— correctly, and the shape of
24 the line is appropriate.

1 1 1 1
100 200 300 400 2

Mass of cwaler (3> (2 marks)

Look at Case Studies 1, 2 and 3. Do the results in Case Studies 1, 2 and 3 support or nol
supporl thay hypothasis you were given?

To gain full marks your explanation should include appropnate examplies from the resulls
in Case Studies 1, 2and 3.

The candidate has
recognised that case study
1 and case study 2 both
support the hypothesis, and
has realised that case study
three is not appropriate.

o—

There is no recognition of
the fact that there is some
conflicting evidence or that
one of the means has been
incorrectly calculated.

Overall, using a "best fit"
approach, this answer is just
worth 2 marks.

18
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PHYSICS

Use Case Study 4 to answer this guestion,

What s the relationship between the specific heal capacity of a substance and the maan
lemperature rse of thal substanca?

Explain how wall the information in Case Study 4 supports your answer,

The candidate has correctly
identified the pattern but
has not quoted any

Zerp HiSe.
Brick has the lowest specitic hedl and Che /7/3/7855 Zerp UL e Gt 2Tl

this.

FiSe.

So the A/ﬂger 2he specific hedd, the smaller Che tenp

Thenk about the conlext thal you were given for this investigation,
How could the results of your investigation be useaful in this context?

You may use miormation from your Candidale Research Notes 1o halp you o answer .
this question, The candidate has

attempted to apply the
results of the investigation
to the context set by the
mass of water you have, the smaller the temp. rise you @—— teacher, and has also
related this work to another
il get hen you heat 1T up. context (boiling water in a
kettle).

Make sure thal you hand in your Candidale Research notes, resulls tables, and charl or
graph with this papar, 3
You will be awarded up 1o four marks for your chart or graph,

(4 marks) , ~

END OF QUESTIONS

Cogryrgill £ 2071 SLLA arul iy oy &3 iggfn reareed

19
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Table for Section 2 of the ISA

PHYSICS

T. WARD
0107

Mass of | Temp at | Temp at
waler 1n | stard in
grass oC

1000

00

600

400

200

20
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Graph for Section 2 of the ISA

PHYSICS

T WARD o102

Both axes are appropriately

@ — scaled and labelled.
However there are two
plotting errors, but the line
of best fit is suitable.

J
Q

B
U]
0
g
he
N
S
Iy
S
3

|
800

Mass of water in grass
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Secondary Data Sheet

Secondary Data Sheet - Controlled Assessment Science

PU1.x Specific Heat Capacity

Case Study 1

A group of students carried out an investigation simitar to the one you did to test the hypothesis that
thare is a link between the mass of water being heated and the temperature risa.

The students carried oul the investigation thres times. Thay used the samae spirit burner 1o haal the
water. They heated the walter for the same length of time in each test.

Thesa are thair results.

M of being Temperatura rise of water in degrees C

heated in grams Test 2 Test 3 Mean tﬂ'l::ljl:‘lum rise

26 23 24

14 13 13

9 7 8

4 5 64

Case Study 2

A second group of students carmied oul an investigation similar to the one you did 1o 1est the
hypothesis that thera is a link betwean the mass of water being healed and the temparalure rise.

They carried out the investigation three times. They used the same electric immersion heater o heat
the water. They heatad the water for the same langth of time in each lest.

These are their resufts.

Mass of water Temperature rise of the water in degrees C

being heated in
:rin'm Test2 Tast 3 Mean temperature rise in "C

100 51 48 48

200 14 21 1B

300 15 16 16

400 T 9 8
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Case study 3

Students in a laboratory carried out tests to find out the lemperature rise in 2500 of water whean

heated for different lengths of time. They used the same spirt burner for all tests. These are their
resulis.

Length of time watar was | Temperature rise of the
heated in minutes water In "C

5 ar
10 62
15 T4
20 85
25 o4
30 100

Case study 4

Tests are being carried out in a building research laboratory. The scientists are testing four different
oils and bricks,

They will use their results to find out which oll might be best for an oil filled radiator and whether night
storage heaters, containing bricks, might be more cost effective for heating a room in a house.

_Hug;mrial - Specific hut capacity in ;h;ll:y *C

Fuel oil 1900
Light il 2300
Olive oil 2000
Sesame ol 1600
Brick 800

The scientists heated 250 g of each of the test materials for 20 minutes. They did this by using an
aleciric haater.

These are their results.

Material being Temperature rise in degrees C

testad Test 2 Test3 Mean temperature rise in °C

Fuel gil 3

Light ail 39

Sesame oil 52

Brick 100

48

a1

Olive oil 47 46
52
105
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PU1 Exemplar Mark Guidance

Science ISA — PU1.x Specific Heat Capacity (Specimen)
for moderation in May 20xx or January 20xx

Please mark in red ink, and use one tick for one  The papers must be kept in a secure place

mark. Each part of each question must show
some red ink to indicate that it has been seen.

Subtotals for each part of each question should

be written in the right-hand margin.

Enter the marks for Section 1 and Section 2
and the total mark on the front cover of the
answer booklet and fasten them together with
the results table(s), the graphical work and the
candidate’s research work from Section 1 of
the ISA.

The teacher must sign and date the front cover

of the ISA.

and must not be returned to the candidates.

These marking guidelines are largely generic.
Teachers will be given additional guidance on
how to relate these marking guidelines to
particular investigations.

Read through the whole of the candidate’s
answer and use the marking guidelines below
to arrive at a ‘best-fit” mark.

The layout of questions on the ISA has been
designed to help the candidate to structure
an answer, but it does not matter if the
candidate has written part of the answer in
what you consider to be the wrong section.
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SECTION 1
0 marks 1 mark 2 marks 3 marks
Questi on No Two relevant sources are  Two relevant sources are  Two relevant sources are
creditworthy  identified clearly identified clearly identified
1 response The usefulness of one of  The usefulness of both is
the sources is explained and a
commented on. comparison made.
Additional Guidance A clearly identified source is referred to by title and author or for websites at least the name of
the web site should be quoted.
A clear comment on only one of the sources may be sufficient to gain 2 marks if the answer
implies a comment on the other source
If candlidates have taken part in peer discussion as part of their research, simply stating this is
not sufficient to qualify for quoting a source. Similarly reference to their own notes or exercise
book alone is insufficient.
SECTION 1
0 marks 1 mark 2 marks 3 marks
No A suitable control A suitable control A suitable control
creditworthy  variable is stated variable is stated variable is stated.
. response Only one value to be The limits of the range to
Question investigated in the be investigated in the
preliminary experiment is  preliminary experiment
suggested are appropriate

2

A statement concerning
how the results could be
used to determine the
best value has been
made

Additional Guidance

Suitable control variables are likely to be eg the length of time for which the water is heated.
Do not accept suggestions such as ‘always use the same thermometer’.

The dependent variable will be the temperature rise after a specified time.

The preliminary investigation is likely to involve testing two ends of a range to see if there is
sufficient variation.

25
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SECTION 1

Question

3

In this question candidates are required to produce extended written material in English, and will
be assessed on the quality of their written communication as well as the standard of the
scientific response.

Candidates will be required to use good English, organise information clearly and use specialist
vocabulary where appropriate.

Read through the whole of the candidate's answer and use the marking guidelines below to
arrive at a 'best fit' mark, as candidates may meet some criteria but not others within a mark

band.

0 marks 1, 2 or 3 marks 4, 5 or 6 marks 7, 8 or 9 marks

No Most of the necessary All of the major items of  All of the major items of
creditworthy  equipment is stated necessary equipment are  equipment are listed
response listed

The method described is
weak but shows some
understanding of the
sequence of an
investigation

The measurements to
be made are stated

An appropriate hazard
is identified, but the
corresponding risk
assessment and control
measure is weak or
absent

The answer is poorly
organised, with almost
no specialist terms and
little or no detail given

The spelling, punctuation
and grammar is very
weak

The method described
will enable valid results
to be collected

The measurements to
be made are stated and
at least one control
variable is identified

Any significant hazards
are identified, together
with a corresponding
control measure but the
risk assessment is weak
or absent

The answer has

some structure and
organisation, use of
specialist terms has
been attempted but not
always correctly, and
some detail is given

The spelling, punctuation
and grammar is
reasonable although
there may still be some
errors

The method described
will enable valid results
to be collected

The measurements to

be made are stated and
control variables are
clearly identified with
details of how they will be
monitored or controlled

Any significant hazards
are identified, together
with an assessment of
the associated risks and
corresponding control
measures

The answer is coherent
and written in an
organised, logical
seqguence, containing
a range of relevant
specialist terms used
correctly

The answer shows
almost faultless spelling,
punctuation and
grammar

26

if beaker knocked over, restrict temperature rise to 40 °C

Additional Guidance Typical hazards with associated risk reduction might include: very hot water, high risk of scalding

It may be possible to credit a clearly labelled diagram for some of the marks
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SECTION 1 m
o
0 marks 1 mark 2 marks 3 marks P
>
No Allows you to check your Enables you to compare  Enables you to compare E
creditworthy  results your results with those of  your results with those of
response or others to see if there are  others to see if there are
. any similarities or any similarities or
Question calculate a more differences. differences.
ELELIELE T With more data you are ~ With more data you are
4 able to calculate a more  able to calculate a more
accurate mean and accurate mean and
minimize the effect of minimize the effect of
random errors random errors
Enables reproducibility to
be confirmed
Table for the results
0 marks 1 mark 2 marks
Question No table or a table with A table with incomplete Correct headings and units
incomplete headings or units headings or units for the present for all measured
5 for the measured variables measured variables variables

Fewer than half of the required At least half of the required
elements are present elements should be present

Additional Guidance The table should be able to accommodate all of the variables that the candidate is going to
measure or record during the investigation. There is no need for the candidate to include
columns for repeats, means or derived values.
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SECTION 2
- 0 marks 1 mark 2 marks 3 marks
Question
No Any one variable Any two variables All three variables
1 a creditworthy  correctly identified correctly identified correctly identified
response
Additional Guidance The variables are likely to be:
Independent - the mass of water heated
Dependent - the temperature rise after a set period of time (simply "temperature rise" is insufficient)
Control - the length of time for which energy was supplied or the amount of energy supplied
0 marks 1 mark 2 marks 3 marks
No A correct value for the A correct value for the A correct value for the
creditworthy  resolution is given resolution is given resolution is given
Question response or A correct statement as to A correct statement as

1(b)

A sensible but incorrect
value is given for the
resolution, with a correct
statement appropriate to
the resolution they have
given

whether or not the
resolution was
appropriate is given, but
the explanation is not
clear

to whether or not the
resolution was
appropriate is given with
a clear explanation

Additional Guidance

Look at the candidate’s table of results in order to confirm the resolution.
A clear explanation will convey that the candidate understands the term resolution.

Question

1 (c)

0 marks 1 mark

No A simple correct
creditworthy  statement is made as to
response whether or not the

results support the
hypothesis with an
attempt at an explanation

2 marks

A simple correct

statement is made as to
whether or not the
results support the
hypothesis

and an explanation that
includes a simple
description of a correctly
identified pattern or lack
of pattern

3 marks

A simple correct
statement is made as to
whether or not the
results support the
hypothesis

and an explanation that
includes a detailed
description of a correctly
identified pattern or lack
of pattern

Additional Guidance Note that the answer should refer to the candidate’s own results, and not simply to the

expected result.
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SECTION 2
0 marks 1 mark 2 marks 3 marks
No A statement is made as A statement is made as A statement is made as
creditworthy  to whether or not the to whether or not the to whether or not the
Questi on response results are reproducible,  results are reproducible,  results reproducible,

1(d)

with a reason stated

with a reason stated

and explained

with a reason stated
and explained

There is a detailed
explanation supported
by at least one example
from the results

Additional Guidance e.g. other people have e.g. other people have got e.g. other people have
got the same results the same results and they — got similar results to
had the same shape of mine, and we all got a 2
graph °C temperature rise for
1 kg of water and a 4
°C for 500 g water
. NOTE: there is no mark for ticking the “Yes’ or ‘No’ box
Question
1 (e) 0 marks 1 mark 2 marks 3 marks
Yes | would make No Simple appropriate Simple appropriate Simple appropriate
changes creditworthy  suggestion given as to suggestion given as to suggestion given as to
response why changes would be why changes would be why changes would be

made

made

together with examples
quoted from the results

made

together with examples
quoted from the results

plus an explanation of
why these changes
would improve the results

Additional Guidance

Suggested reasons for changing or nor changing the method are likely to refer to e.g.

there is or is not no clear pattern,
the range or interval was or was not suitable,

the number of repeats was or was not appropriate

the choice of measuring instruments was or was not suitable

No | would not
make changes

0 marks

No
creditworthy
response

1 mark

Simple appropriate
suggestion given as to
why no changes would
be made

2 marks

Simple appropriate
suggestion given as to
why no changes would
be made

together with examples
quoted from the results

3 marks

Simple appropriate
suggestion given as to
why no changes would
be made

together with examples
quoted from the results

plus a detailed
explanation of why any
change would not
necessarily improve the
results

PHYSICS
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2 (b)

statement is made about
one of the other Case

studies

made about both Case
studies 2 and 3
supported by a more
detailed explanation of
one of them.

" SECTION 2
% 0 marks 1 mark 2 marks
> =
T Question No creditworthy Both axes labelled with the Both axes labelled with the
& response variables and units variables with units
2 (a) and an appropriate line
drawn
Additional Axes should be labelled “mass (of water)” and either “temperature rise)”
LD Accept axes drawn either way round (i.e. it doesn’'t matter which axis the mass is on)
The line should be a concave curve, sloping from top left to bottom right
0 marks 1 mark 2 marks 3 marks
No A clear statement is A clear statement is A clear statement is
creditworthy  made that Case study 1  made that Case study 1  made that Case study 1
response supports the hypothesis  supports the hypothesis  supports the hypothesis
Question A simple correct Correct statements are Correct statements are

made about both Case
studies 2 and 3
supported by a more
detailed explanation of
both of them.

Additional Guidance An example of a clear statement for case study 1 is “the greater the mass of water, the smaller
the temperature rise"

Further explanation for case study 2 could include reference to the wider variation in results, or
the incorrect calculation of a mean (for 200g) as an anomalous result has been included

Further explanation for Case study 3 could include reference to the fact that the independent
variable is not the same as the other two Case Studies

30



GCSE Sciences Exemplar material for teaching from September 2011 onwards (version 1.0) AQA/

SECTION 2
0 marks 1 mark 2 marks 3 marks
No There is a statement that There is a statement that There is a statement that
creditworthy  the higher the specific the higher the specific the higher the specific
response heat capacity the smaller heat capacity the smaller heat capacity the smaller
the temperature rise the temperature rise the temperature rise
produced in the produced in the produced in the
Question substance substance substance

2 (c)

and some data is quoted and some data is quoted
to support this to support this

There is a realisation that
any discerned
relationship can only be
an approximation using
the data in the table, as
the data contains some

anomalies
Additional Guidance Data quoted might be eg the specific heat capacity of sesame oil is twice that of brick but the
temperature rise produced is only half
0 marks 1 mark 2 marks 3 marks
No An idea from the An idea from the An idea from the
Question creditworthy  research has been research has been research has been
response related to the context related to the context related to the context
There is a simple There is a detailed

3

explanation of how this explanation of how this
idea can be applied and  idea can be applied in
used in the given context the given context

Additional Guidance

The candidate should attempt to explain, e.g. how manufacturers of domestic hot water tanks
could work out the optimum size for the tank
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Graph or chart

Question

4

Answer

X axis: suitable scales chosen and labelled
with quantity and units.

Y axis: suitable scales chosen and labelled
with quantity and units.

Points or bars plotted correctly to
within £ 1 mm.

Suitable line drawn on graph or bars
correctly labelled on bar chart.

Additional Guidance

Scale should be such that the plots 1
occupy at least one third of each axis

Accept axes reversed

—

It may not always be necessary to show
the origin

Allow one plotting error out of each 5 1
points/bars plotted

Allow error carried forward from incorrect 1
points

If wrong type of graph / chart, maximum
3 marks

If the independent variable is:
e categoric; a bar chart should be drawn

e continuous; a best fit line should be
drawn

N.B. If no line is possible because there is
no correlation, candidates should state
this on the graph to gain the mark

Mark



	Teachers' Notes

	Research Notes

	ISA Section 1

	ISA Section 2

	Secondary Data Sheet

	Mark Guidance




