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RECOGNISING ACHIEVEMENT





Linking Governing Body Awards with GCSE Physical Education Marks

Example

Duke of Edinburgh Award and Hill Walking and Campcraft

There has been a trend for centres to over-mark Hill Walking believing that the completion of a DoE Bronze automatically places them into Level 1 for GCSE PE. While Governing Body Awards may require candidates to fulfill some of the aspects of the activity which are also present in OCR’s assessment criteria, it is OCR’s criteria that should be used to arrive at a final mark for candidates and the completion of an award does not automatically equate to a particular mark for that activity. 
Where centres are going to use DoE as the method for assessing a GCSE PE grade, they must ensure that the assessment team, which must include the department, are clear on the relationship between the two awards. 

DoE Award has a pass or fail system of assessment. GCSE PE requires the level of achievement to be graded across a wider spectrum. It also requires candidates to be assessed as an individual and to achieve a mark which compares their ability with others even though as in any other team activity they contribute to the team performance.
Assessment has to be able to decide how effective a candidate is as a Hill Walker.

How well as an individual are they able to:
Map read;
Use a compass;
Plan routes, menus, equipment, cater for emergencies;
Navigate;
Cook, Erect tents;
Lead others;
Recognise dangers and act appropriately;
Pack and carry a rucksack.
Differentiation is essential and this may well result in different abilities tackling routes of different difficulty.
Equally Centres must internally standardise activities so that comparable performances in different activities receive similar marks; ie. is Joe a better Hill Walker than he is a Footballer. If not, his Football mark should reflect this and the difference should reflect the different standard that he has achieved within each sport.
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