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OCR has produced these candidate style answers to support teachers in interpreting the
assessment criteria for the new GSCE specifications and to bridge the gap between new
specification release and availability of exemplar candidate work.

This content has been produced by senior OCR examiners, with the support of the Qualification
Manager, to illustrate how the sample assessment questions might be answered and provide some
commentary on what factors contribute to an overall grading. The candidate style answers are not
written in a way that is intended to replicate student work but to demonstrate what a “good” or
“excellent” response might include, supported by examiner commentary and conclusions.

As these responses have not been through full moderation and do not replicate student work, they
have not been graded and are instead, banded “medium” or “high” to give an indication of the level

of each response.

Please note that this resource is provided for advice and guidance only and does not in any way
constitute an indication of grade boundaries or endorsed answers.

Question 4

You should:

Travel and the wider world
Your school website aims to celebrate the different cultures represented in the school.
You have been asked to write about ‘The most important day of the year’.

(a) give factual information and explain ideas and points of view (your own or those of others);
(b) use a variety of vocabulary, different types of sentences and different verb tenses.

Candidate style answer

Examiner’s commentary
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High level answer

(1)

Communication:

In the first paragraph, this 16-year-old candidate
gives some factual information about herself and
her family. She refers to their emigration from Iran
to England 5 years ago, and their recent
acquisition of British passports. Then, she
poignantly (and symbolically) mentions her
warmer sentiments for her Iranian passport,
perhaps because it reminds her of pleasant
childhood memories. She further justifies her
feeling by comparing the lively celebrations of
Iranian New Year inside Iran with a ‘spartan’
version held here in her lonesome London home,
away from relatives.
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Quality of Language:

She begins with simple, one-verb sentences.
Then she confidently moves on to more complex
structures (present and past tenses, comparative
adjective, subjunctive, different clause types) and
idioms, crowned with a rhetorical question at the
end, which also displays her knowledge of
relevant specialised vocabulary. She also uses an
array of alliterations for added aesthetic effect.

(2)

Communication:

Here, she reminisces about what used to happen
at Iranian New Year’s Day celebration (21°
March), when the entire extended family gathered
in her grandparents’ home. She particularly refers
to the tradition of older people giving ‘cash gifts’ to
younger ones. She expresses her preference for
such cash bonuses and justifies it by saying that
she can use them to buy whatever she likes.

Quality of Language:

She adds a further tense (past habitual) and more
clause types with longer embeddings. She uses
more specialised vocabulary referring to members
of extended family. It is noteworthy that she tries
to avoid using the same word twice; she uses a
synonym instead, e.g. gift and present.

(3)

Communication:

She further describes the situation from her own
angle, with a mild grumble about not having
received such ‘cash bonuses’ nor even seen the
sight of any relatives since their move to England.
For added dramatisation of her ‘plight’, she makes
an implicit criticism of her own parents for buying
her New Year’s presents (instead of giving her
their traditional cash gifts). She adds that this may
have been influenced by the host (i.e. British)
culture.

Quality of Language:

She adds one more tense to her repertoire, i.e.
the Present Perfect.

(4)

Communication:

Here she addresses the question set by the
examiner more directly by saying that Iranian New
Year’s Day is the most important day for all
Iranians because it is a unifying factor for all
people in Iran regardless of their religious, ethnic
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More impressive vocabulary and structures are
used here.

Concluding remarks:

Communication

Most parts of the essay are directly or indirectly relevant to the topic. Where she appears to be
digressing, as in paragraph (1), she is attempting to create a context and approach the topic
from an appropriate ‘launching pad’. Obviously, she has chosen to focus on certain aspects of
Iranian New Year’s celebration. The information she has provided in this respect is clearly
expressed, and the ideas she has developed are adequately justified.

Quality of Language

She confidently and accurately uses a wide range of vocabulary and structures. She scores
quite highly in ‘type-token ratio’, as shown below. This is, in part, thanks to her obvious attempt
to use a variety of synonyms, thus avoiding repetition of the same lexical item.

Unique words 219
Total words 375
Type-token ratio: 219 x 100 + 375 = 58%
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Question 4

You should:

Travel and the wider world
Your school website aims to celebrate the different cultures represented in the school.
You have been asked to write about ‘The most important day of the year’.

(a) give factual information and explain ideas and points of view (your own or those of others);
(b) use a variety of vocabulary, different types of sentences and different verb tenses.

Candidate style answer

Examiner’s commentary
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Medium level answer

(1)

Communication:

In the first paragraph, this 16-year-old candidate
gives factual information about himself and his
family, who live in London. He was born in Iran,
but went to school in England.

Quality of Language:
He uses basic vocabulary and sentence
structures — simple present and past tenses.

(2)

Communication:

Unlike the High level candidate, he gets to the
point straight away without any attempt at
‘contextualisation’. He, too, identifies the first day
of Iranian New Year (21° March) as the most
import day of the year. In a slightly fragmented /
incoherent way, he appears to be trying to justify
this by saying that his favourite moment is when
the year changes, upon which all members of the
family exchange kisses and New Year’s
greetings.

Quality of Language:

Only one complex sentence is used at the end of
the paragraph. Use of a few conjunctions or
coherence devices would have reduced
fragmentation and increased coherence —
particularly with the middle two sentences.

(3)

Communication:

He further justifies his preference for this ‘day’ by
listing some of the other good points: wearing new
clothes, getting ‘cash gifts’ from his parents,
visiting relatives and playing with their children,
eating sweets, nuts and delicious food.

Quality of Language:
Basic vocabulary and structures. Only one
compound sentence used.
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Quality of Language:
He uses direct speech quoting his mother’s
opinion. He finishes this paragraph with a
compound sentence. He uses one specialised
lexical item, i.e. the ceremonial New Year’s Table.
He uses the same verb (‘to make’) twice in the

same sentence. He makes good use of the
subjunctive in two sentences.
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and, commendably, a conditional sentence.

Concluding remarks:

Communication

The candidate has responded adequately to the task. He has expressed his own opinion and
those of others in support of his preferred day of the year. Unlike the High Level candidate, who
focuses on one or two aspects of the New Year’'s Day and delves deeper into them, the Medium
Level candidate covers more aspects but on a sketchier basis.

Quality of Language

He uses a limited range of vocabulary and structures. Compared to the High Level candidate, he
scores a significantly lower ‘type-token ratio’, as shown below. This is, in part, due to frequent
repetition of certain lexical items. Furthermore, he seems to prefer ‘direct speech’ to ‘reported
speech’, probably because the former is more straightforward and requires less grammatical /
structural manipulation. He has used only two complex sentences in the entire essay.

Unique words = 113
Total words = 229
Type-token ratio: 113 x 100 + 229 = 49%

OCR GCSE Persian J735, Unit A824 (Writing) Candidate Style Answers (produced by Abdi Rafiee 17.09.09) 6/6



