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OCR (Oxford Cambridge and RSA) is a leading UK awarding body, providing a wide range of 
qualifications to meet the needs of candidates of all ages and abilities.  OCR qualifications 
include AS/A Levels, Diplomas, GCSEs, OCR Nationals, Functional Skills, Key Skills, Entry 
Level qualifications, NVQs and vocational qualifications in areas such as IT, business, 
languages, teaching/training, administration and secretarial skills. 
 
It is also responsible for developing new specifications to meet national requirements and the 
needs of students and teachers.  OCR is a not-for-profit organisation; any surplus made is 
invested back into the establishment to help towards the development of qualifications and 
support, which keep pace with the changing needs of today’s society. 
 
This mark scheme is published as an aid to teachers and students, to indicate the requirements 
of the examination. It shows the basis on which marks were awarded by examiners. It does not 
indicate the details of the discussions which took place at an examiners’ meeting before marking 
commenced. 
 
All examiners are instructed that alternative correct answers and unexpected approaches in 
candidates’ scripts must be given marks that fairly reflect the relevant knowledge and skills 
demonstrated. 
 
Mark schemes should be read in conjunction with the published question papers and the report 
on the examination. 
 
OCR will not enter into any discussion or correspondence in connection with this mark scheme. 
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Annotations  
 

Annotation Meaning 

 
Tick 

 
incorrect 

 
unclear 

 
Caret sign to show omission 

 
Benefit of doubt 

 
Harmless addition 

 
Invalidation 

 
Repeat 

 
First answer 

 
 
Subject-specific Marking Instructions  
 
I) The mark scheme is intended to enable markers to operate in a consistent and reliable way. Conventional features of the scheme are: 

a. alternative answers separated by an oblique stroke, e.g. (closed/shut) 
b. brackets indicate that information within them is optional 
c. underlining to indicate that a key word or idea is essential for the answer, 
d.  t.c. (tout court) 
e. h.a. (harmless addition). 

 
III) f a candidate writes information in brackets, ignore the brackets, marking anything inside them in the usual way. 
 
There are three types of exercise on the Reading papers, exercises requiring answers in English and objective exercises requiring non-
verbal answers in English or target language. 
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NON-VERBAL ANSWERS  
 
Exercises requiring the ticking of a box or the writing in of a letter or choosing a word by circling, etc.  
 If more than one box is ticked the mark is lost.  
 If more than one letter is written, mark the one inside the box.  
 In some cases candidates are required to write a single word or name 

o if two words are written, one after another, mark the first one 
o if two words are given, one above the other, mark the one on, or nearest to, the line.  

 
Note: Correct spelling of the word or name is not required, as long as there is no ambiguity. 
 

 
ANSWERS WRITTEN IN ENGLISH 
 
 Answers do not need to be in the form of full sentences, nor totally correct English.  
 Answers in a different language gain no credit.  
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Exercise 1: Ahmad is talking about his home. 

 
Question  Answer Marks Guidance 

1  B 1  

2 C 1  

3 C 1  

4 A 1  

5 C 1  
 
 
Exercise 2: Shirin is talking about her local area. 
 

Question Answer Marks Guidance 

6 B 1  

7 H 1  

8 F 1  

9 K 1  

10 N 1  

11 S 1  

12 P 1  
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Exercise 3: Farhad and Simin are talking about their hobbies. 
 

Question Answer Marks Guidance 

13 Simin 1  

14 Both 1  

15 Simin 1  

16 Farhad 1  

17 Both 1  

18 Simin 1  
 
 
Exercise 4: Bahareh is going shopping. 
 

Question Answer Marks Guidance 

19 wife / partner / spouse 1  

20 Iranian youth 1 Referring to ‘Iranian’ and ‘young’ is necessary. 

21 British nougat 1 Any reference to where the speaker lives is accepted. / there / 
their(s) 

22 fresh 1  

23 Keivan’s teacher 1 (Keivan’s / his / my) teacher. Any name other than Keivan not 
accepted. 

24 married 1 Any reference to matrimony accepted. 
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Exercise 5: English school uniforms 
 

Question  Answer Marks Guidance 

25 The / Its colour suits her / is nice. 1 Any positive comment on ‘colour’ is accepted. 

26 (a) He doesn’t like it. 1 Any indication of not liking it is accepted. 

26 (b) They show one’s personality. 1 Any reference to personality is accepted. 

27 How rich / poor he is. 
1 

Any reference to his / her unfavourable financial status is 
accepted. 

28 (a) (A student’s) behaviour (is good). 1 Any reference to good behaviours is accepted. 

28 (b) S / he studies well. 1 Any reference to studying is accepted, including ‘education’.  

29 Nothing. 1 Any reference to ‘present’ being more important is accepted. 
 
 
Exercise 6: Preparations for going on holiday 
 

Question Answer Marks Guidance 

30 G 1  

31 B 1  

32 J 1  

33 E 1  

34 A 1  

35 D 1  
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Exercise 7: Young people and their opinions 
 

Question Answer Marks Guidance 

36 (a) 

 (b) 

learning / acquiring / taking in, etc. 

practice / revision / to practise / revise 

1 

1 

 

37 (a) 

 (b) 

rotate / vary / change (round) / taking turns / alternating 

only once a week / only weekly / weekly not daily 

1 

1 

 

38 (a) 

 (b) 

(we are) children / very young / as children 

parents / father and mother 

1 

1 

Any reference to pre-school age is accepted. 

39 The same work / job(s) 1 Reference the word ‘same’ is essential. 
 
 
Exercise 8: School teachers and teaching methods 
 

Question Answer Marks Guidance 

40 30 years ago / long time ago 1  

41 Change or use modern or different methods 1 Any reference to keeping up-to-date is accepted. 

42 Interesting / fun / amusing / entertaining  1 Any reference to the lesson being ‘fun’ is accepted. 

43 listens 1 Any reference to ‘paying attention to the lesson’ is 
accepted. 

44 Puzzles / riddle / quiz / brain-teaser  1 Any reference to ‘puzzle-style mathematical problem’ is 
accepted. 

45 performing (in historical) drama 1 Any reference to ‘drama, role play or even play’ is 
accepted. 

Paper Total 50  
 
 

A821 Mark Scheme June 2012

6



A821 Mark Scheme June 2012

7



A821 Mark Scheme June 2012

8



A821 Mark Scheme June 2012

9



A821 Mark Scheme June 2012

10



A821 Mark Scheme June 2012

11



A821 Mark Scheme June 2012

12



A821 Mark Scheme June 2012

13



A821 Mark Scheme June 2012

14



A821 Mark Scheme June 2012

15



A821 Mark Scheme June 2012

16



A821 Mark Scheme June 2012

17



A821 Mark Scheme June 2012

18



A821 Mark Scheme June 2012

19



A821 Mark Scheme June 2012

20



A821 Mark Scheme June 2012

21



OCR (Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations) 
1 Hills Road 
Cambridge 
CB1 2EU 
 
OCR Customer Contact Centre 
 
Education and Learning 
Telephone: 01223 553998 
Facsimile: 01223 552627 
Email: general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk 
 
www.ocr.org.uk 
 
 
For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance  
programme your call may be recorded or monitored 
 
 
 

Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations 
is a Company Limited by Guarantee 
Registered in England 
Registered Office; 1 Hills Road, Cambridge, CB1 2EU 
Registered Company Number: 3484466 
OCR is an exempt Charity 
 
OCR (Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations) 
Head office 
Telephone: 01223 552552 
Facsimile: 01223 552553 
 




