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Introduction

In the new GCSE specification, the Panjabi Writing test will be untiered to cater for students of all
abilities. The flexible, unitised structure will also allow them to maximise achievement. Marks
allocated to this unit are 50 and the test carries 25% of the total marks.

Students will be required to write, in Panjabi:

 a short list or to complete a form, which demonstrates their ability to write words or phrases.
(Question 1)

 a text, which offers the opportunity to use a variety of structures, expressing their personal
opinions. (Question 2)

 a text which offers the opportunity to write descriptively or imaginatively, expressing and
explaining ideas and points of view, eg an article, a letter, publicity material. (Question 3)

Purposes for Question 2 and for Question 3

Students are offered a choice of contexts and purposes for Question 2 and for Question 3:

 Question 2 (a) is drawn from the context Lifestyle; 2 (b) is drawn from Work and Education.
Students answer either 2 (a) or 2 (b).

 Question 3 (a) is drawn from the context Leisure; 3 (b) is drawn from Home and Environment.
Students answer either 3 (a) or 3 (b).

 Students must have access to a dictionary in the Writing test.

 Stimuli will be in Panjabi and suggested content points will be in English. Question 2 and
Question 3 are likely to require approximately 100 words each. However, provided the task is
completed, the number of words is not important.

 Students should use a variety of structures and include different tenses.

 In Question 2 students will need to express personal opinions and will need to refer to two
tenses.

 In Question 3 students will need to express and explain ideas and points of view and to refer to
three tenses.

The bullet points provided in Questions 2 and 3 are not prescriptive. Students do not have to
respond to these bullet points. Instead, they may include their own ideas and points of view.
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MARK SCHEME

Question 1 - Communication

List of four items
2 marks 1 mark 0 mark

3 or 4 words conveyed
without ambiguity eg. itkt, vIZa,

pEse, k<pfe, wvazI]A, qohPe etc

1 or 2 conveyed without
ambiguity.

No understandable words.

For Question 2 and Question 3 the following criteria will be used.

Content

Marks Criteria

13-14
Very Good

Fully relevant and detailed response to the task. Sound ability to convey information
clearly, express and explain ideas and points of view. Well organised structure.

10-12
Good

Mostly relevant response to the task and shows ability to convey a lot of information
clearly, express and explain ideas and points of view.

7-9
Sufficient

Response to the task is generally relevant with quite a lot of information clearly
communicated. Points of view are expressed and ideas are developed.

4-6
Limited

Limited response to the task with some relevant information conveyed. Simple
opinions are expressed and there is some development of basic ideas.

1-3
Poor

Very limited response to the task with little relevant information conveyed. No real
structure.

0 The answer shows no relevance to the task set.
A zero score will automatically result in a zero score for the answer as a whole.
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Range of Language

Marks Criteria

5 Wide variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures. More complex sentences are
handled with confidence and verb tenses are used successfully.

4 Good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures used. More complex sentences
are attempted and are often successful.

3 Some variety of vocabulary and structures used, including attempts at longer sentences
using appropriate linking words which are sometimes successful.

2 Vocabulary is appropriate to the basic needs of the task and structures are mostly
simple.

1 Inappropriate vocabulary with little understanding of language structure.

0 No language produced which is worthy of credit.

Accuracy

Marks Criteria

5
Largely accurate, although there may still be some errors especially in attempts at more
complex sentences. Verbs and tense formations are secure.

4
Generally accurate with errors occurring in attempts at more complex sentences. Verb
and tense formations are usually correct.

3
More accurate than inaccurate. Verb forms and tense formations are sometimes
unsuccessful. The intended meaning is clear.

2 Many errors which often impede communication. Verb forms are rarely accurate.

1
Limited understanding of the most basic linguistic structures. Frequent errors regularly
impede communication.

0 No language produced which is worthy of credit.

 The mark awarded for Range of Language must not be more than one band higher than the
mark awarded for Content. (See table below).

 The mark awarded for Accuracy must not be more than one band higher than the mark
awarded for Content. (See table below)

 If a mark is awarded for Content, this will inevitably lead to the award of a mark for Range of
Language and for Accuracy.

 If a mark of zero is awarded for Content, this will automatically result in a zero score for
Range of Language and for Accuracy.

Content Mark
Maximum Mark for each of
Range of Language and Accuracy

0 0
1 – 3 1 – 2
4 – 6 1 – 3
7 – 9 1 – 4

10 – 12 1 – 5
13 – 14 1 – 5
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Although answers to questions 2(a), 2(b), 3(a) and 3(b) will be marked according to the above
assessment criteria, however, some examples of possible answers are given below as guidance.
Students are allowed to include their own ideas and they can write similar answers in several
different ways.

Example:

Question 2(a)

1 qlI]A cIZA qoM prheZ, Pl qe [ublI]A sbZI]A KaxI]A, paxI iZ]awa pIxa, G<t Kaxa

2 wOfn jaxa, qrna cahIwa, sazIkl cla[uxa, ijm jaxa , Pu<tbal Kedxa ]aiw

3 ishq TIk r<Kx lzI, Bar Gta[ux bare slah lEx lzI, ]am cEk ]<p lzI, ibmarI qoM bca[u lzI ]aiw

4 GroM bahr ja ke wosqA nal imle jule, Kax pIx wI]A ]aawqA suWare, Gr we kNmA iv<c h<Q vtave ]aiw

Example:

Question 2(b)

1 Pu<tbal, rgbI, basktbal, ra[UMdrZ, hakI, sNgIq kl<b ]aiw

2 pREkits ho jAwI hE, hor KedA bare is<K skwe ho, ishq lzI TIk hE ]aiw

3 qrn lzI pUl Cota hE ]qe paxI G<t huNwa hE, izs ¥ TIk krna cahIwa hE, wOfn lzI trEek hoxa cahIwa hE .

ijm iv<c saman wI Gat hE, ksrq lzI pUra saman hoxa cahIwa hE .

4 tazIm suhxa lNG jAwa hE, mnorNjn ho jAwa hE, cNge iKdarI bx skwe ho ]aiw

Example:

Question 3(a)

1 lok ]am qOr qe grmI]A wI]A Cu<tI]A iv<c jAwe hn ik[uMik b<ic]A ¥ skUlA iv<c Cu<tI]A huNwI]A hn ]qe

[uh izNdI]a, yUrp, kneda ]qe ]mrIka jAwe hn .

2 izNdI]a gze sI .

3 kneda jaxa cahuNwe hA ik[uMik [u>Qe mOsm suhxa hE ]qe weKx ¥ bhuq kuJ hE .

4 nvI]A QavA weK skwe ho, irSqewarA ¥ iml skwe ho, ]aram kr skwe ho, SOipNg kr skwe ho ]aiw

5 hOlIvu<d jaxa hE, weKx ¥ suhxa hE , mOsm cNga hE, hOlIvu<d we ]EktrA ¥ imlxa cahuNwe hA ]aiw

Example:

Question 3(b)

1 izk<le Gr iv<c, wo jufveM Gr iv<c, PlEt iv<c

2 Cota hE, sair]A lzI rihxa ]OKa hE, kmre qe rsozI CotI hE; v<da hE : sPazI krnI ]OKI hE, ib<l iZ]awa

]a[uMwe hn ]aiw .

3 v<da Gr: bgIca v<da hovega, sivimNg pUl, rsozI ]qe guslKana madrn hovega ]aiw .

4 b<ce bgIce iv<c Ked skwe hn, ]apxa kmra hovega, sarI]A shUlqA hoxgI]A ]aiw .

5 ik[uMik mEM leK vWI]a iliK]a hE, mE¥ ]apxe qe Brosa hE ]aiw .
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Student1
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Student 1 – Commentary

Question 1

The student has answered the question and mentioned 3 items out of 4 correctly and scored full
marks.

Total marks = 2/2

Question 2 (a)

The student has answered parts of the tasks correctly. The response is mostly limited to the task
with some relevant information and the content is relevant to the task. The student has completed
few tasks. The student’s point of view about seeing a doctor and further advice to his friend to feel
better could have been developed further. The content fits in the criteria for ‘Limited’ and 6 marks are
awarded.

Content = 6 marks

A variety of vocabulary and structures are used. The use of verb forms is mostly correct and there
are longer sentences with correct use of tenses. This fits in the 3 marks band in this criteria.

Range of Language = 3 marks

Verb and tense formations are usually successful and the work is more accurate than inaccurate.
There are some spelling mistakes but the intended meaning is clear. A mark of 3 is awarded for
accuracy.

Accuracy = 3 marks

Total marks = 12/24

Question 3 (a)

In this question, the response is very limited but to the point. The student gives some examples and
expresses opinion. The student’s point of view did not cover the context of the task fully. The content
fits in the ‘Limited’ range of criteria and 6 marks are awarded.

Content = 6 marks

A variety of vocabulary and structures are used. The use of verb forms is mostly correct. Complex
sentences are attempted and are usually successful. There is evidence of three times frame used.
Therefore, a mark of 3 is awarded.

Range of Language = 3 marks

Verb and tense formations are usually successful and the work is more accurate than inaccurate.
There are quite a few spelling errors but the intended meaning is clear. A mark of 3 is awarded for
accuracy.

Accuracy = 3 marks

Total marks = 12/24
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On the whole this student is able to show some understanding of the tasks but has missed
completing a few tasks and lost marks. In some parts of the questions he answers wrongly. He was
able to address the requirements of the tasks but provided limited information.

Total marks for Student 1 = 26/50
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Student 2 - Commentary

Question 1

The student has answered the question and mentioned 4 items correctly and scored two marks.

Total marks = 2/2

Question 2 (b)

The student has answered most of the tasks correctly. The response is mostly limited to the task
with some relevant information. Points of views are expressed but could have been developed
further. The content fits in the criteria for ‘Sufficient’ and 9 marks are awarded.

Content = 9 marks

A variety of vocabulary and structures are used. The use of verb forms is mostly correct and there
are longer sentences with correct use of tenses. This fits in the 4 marks band in this criteria.

Range of Language = 4 marks

This work is generally accurate. Verb and tense formations are usually correct . There are some
spelling mistakes but the intended meaning is clear. A mark of 4 is awarded for accuracy.

Accuracy = 4 marks

Total marks = 17/24

Question 3 (b)

In this question, the response is very limited but to the point. The student gives some examples and
expresses opinion. The student’s point of view did not cover the context of the task fully. The
content fits between the criteria for ‘Limited’ and ‘Sufficient’ so 7 marks are awarded.

Content = 9 marks

A variety of vocabulary and structures are used. The use of verb forms is mostly correct. Complex
sentences are attempted and are usually successful. There is no evidence of three tenses used.
Therefore, a mark of 3 is awarded.

Range of Language = 3 marks

Verb and tense formations are usually successful and the work is more accurate than inaccurate.
There are quite a few spelling errors but the intended meaning is clear. A mark of 3 is awarded for
accuracy.

Accuracy = 3 marks

Total marks = 13/24

Total marks for Student 2 = 32/50
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Student 3
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Student 3 - Commentary

Question 1

The student has answered the question and mentioned 3 items out of 4 correctly and scored full
marks.

Total marks = 2/2

Question 2 (a)

The student has answered all the tasks correctly. The information is conveyed clearly, explaining
ideas and points of view. The content is fully relevant to the task. The candidate has handled complex
structures with confidence. However, the student’s point of view about eating unhealthy food could
have been developed further. The content fits in the criteria for ‘Good’ and marks at the top of the
band are deserved so 12 marks are awarded.

Content = 12 marks

A good variety of vocabulary and structures are used. The use of verb forms is mostly correct and
there are longer sentences with correct use of tenses such as je qE¥ hr vele susqI pzI rihNwI hE , bahr

jaxa cahIwa hE, qUN ]apxe im<qrA ¥ iml skwa hEM ….. This fits in the 5 marks band in this criteria.

Range of Language = 5 marks

This piece of work is mostly accurate. There are minor spelling mistakes while attempting more
complex sentences. A mark of 4 is awarded for accuracy.

Accuracy = 4 marks

Total marks = 21/24

Question 3 (b)

In this question, the student has demonstrated a satisfactory understanding of all the tasks. She has
made attempts to use complex sentences and her answers are relevant and to the point. The
information is conveyed in detail explaining ideas and points of view. The points on opinions are
elaborated fully. Overall, the content fits in well within the band ‘Good’ and 12 marks are awarded.

Content = 12 marks

There is evidence of a range of vocabulary and structures. The use of verb forms is mostly correct.
Complex sentences are attempted and are usually successful such as: jwoM mEM kNm krn l<g pzI iPr mEM

]apxe pEse kma ke kneda javAgI …. There is evidence of three times frame used. Therefore, a mark of 5

is awarded.

Range of Language = 5 marks

Verb and tense formations are successful and the work is generally accurate. There are very few
spelling errors. A mark of 5 is awarded for accuracy.

Accuracy = 5 marks

Total marks = 22/24
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On the whole this candidate is able to show good understanding of the tasks. She is able to complete
all the tasks successfully and demonstrate her ability to address the requirements of the tasks and
provide relevant information. She has made attempts to use complex sentences successfully. She is
able to develop her ideas, express opinion and has elaborated on all points.

Total marks for Student 3 = 45/50
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