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Examples of Alternative Scores 
 
 

The definition of a score for both Unit 2 (42702) and Unit 4 (42704) as presented in 
the specification is as follows: 
 
A musical score.  In this case, a score is understood to be any written format that is 
appropriate to the particular genre of music presented. This could include: 
 

•  staff notation 
•  graphic notation 
•  tab 
•  a written account detailing the structure and content of the music 
•  a combination of some or all of these. 

 
In all circumstances, the score should accurately reflect the intentions of the 
candidate and bear close resemblance to the music presented in the recording. 
 
Many candidates use ICT software that is capable of printing a traditional staff 
notated score. In some genres of music this type of score will not necessarily be 
appropriate to the method of composition. This is often most evident when the 
recording process has been integral to the composition where candidates have 
performed their own compositions using sequencing software and multi-tracking. In 
these circumstances it is still possible to produce a score that demonstrates the 
candidate’s understanding of the processes involved and gives a clear picture of the 
nature of the music and, importantly, the candidate’s role in creating the music. This 
is an essential element of the submission and is vital in helping the examiner 
or moderator in understanding the candidate’s intentions. 
 
The three examples presented are all good examples of scores that provide this 
information in a manner appropriate to the type of composition presented. 
 

 
 

There are MP3 recordings to accompany this document
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Example 1  Mbanza Bonanza      
Track 1 
 
In this instrumental composition, the candidate has created his piece using 
GARAGEBAND on a MAC. The candidate has composed and performed all the parts 
in the recording using MIDI keyboard, guitar and tenor banjo. GARAGEBAND will 
only score individual parts played through MIDI. It will not score parts recorded 
through guitar input or microphone recording so a full staff notated score would not 
be possible in this case. The candidate has therefore created a score by combining 
some staff notation where possible i.e. extracts of parts recorded through MIDI, 
sections of guitar TAB and written description of the structure of the piece. There is 
care and attention to detail and the score is entirely appropriate to the nature of the 
music. 
 

 
 
Example 2   They Just Don’t Get Love  
Track 2    
 
This candidate has composed a pop/rock song. In the recording she performs all the 
instrumental and vocal parts with the exception of the drums and explains this in her 
CRF. The score consists of a description of the recording process followed by a 
description of the song. She has also included hand-written lyrics and a final sheet 
that includes some of her original workings. Overall, perhaps not quite as 
comprehensive as Example 1 but there is still plenty of detail that would assist in 
marking or moderation. 
 

 
 
Example 3  Unit 4 Composition 
Track 3 
 
Occasionally, candidates submit screenshots from music sequencing programmes as 
their scored submission. On its own, a screenshot would not really be acceptable as 
an adequate score because it gives very little insight into the music other than a 
vague representation of the overall structure. In this example, the candidate has 
gone much further. A CUBASE screenshot is followed by a detailed description of the 
structure of the music including chord structure, rhythmic and instrumental detail and 
other important detail referring to texture and style. Finally, she has included the 
vocal melody that she is singing on the recording in staff notation. 
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