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Introduction
GCSE 5GK04, Writing in Greek, requires that students produce two pieces of writing in 
response to a choice of questions that relate to the prescribed themes of this specification: 
media, travel and culture or sport, leisure and work. The writing unit is externally 
assessed through an examination paper consisting of two tasks from a choice of eight. The 
tasks and related assessment criteria have been designed to accommodate a wide range of 
student profiles and reward work from grades G to A*.

The paper rewards students for effective communication and knowledge and application of 
language (as well as accuracy in the second longer task). Tasks are set in English to ensure 
that assessment is not over-reliant on reading ability. Although elements of the second task 
are accessible to students seeking grades G to C, the task provides opportunities for stretch 
and challenge through a more extended writing requirement. The total mark for this paper 
is 50: 20 for section A and 30 for section B.  

This year, many candidates demonstrated very good writing skills and produced accurate 
and pertinent responses, which addressed the required bullet points.  There was evidence 
of ability to narrate and evaluate in response to the questions set and many candidates 
displayed high levels of accuracy. Most of the tasks were completed and there was evidence 
of reasonable attempts to link the various points into a whole. Many candidates wrote 
responses which were fully relevant, coherent, accurate and pleasant to read, especially 
in 2(a) and 2(d). On a few occasions, misunderstanding of the question and hasty reading 
of the bullet points led to significant omissions and irrelevance, especially in the case of 
questions 1 (a), 1(c) and 2(a). Question 1(a) was by far the preferred choice in Section A 
and question 2(b) attracted the highest number of candidates in Section B. 

A small number of candidates ignored the rules of the Greek alphabet and the conventions 
of the stress system; they either failed to indicate the position of the stress or used English 
characters (“t” and “u” in particular) instead of Greek ones. Consequently, they were 
penalised. Candidates are reminded that the position of the stress ought to be indicated, 
where appropriate. Moreover, in a response which has wordage set between 50-70 words, 
it is not advisable to include English words, which take away from the pertinence and the 
cohesion of the response.

In terms of procedural matters it is important that candidates pay particular attention to the 
following:

·Messy writing and carelessness regarding the presentation of responses ultimately may 
work to the candidate's disadvantage as they may take away from the cohesion and the 
comprehensibility of the response. 

·In order to construct a good response, it is essential to respond to the questions within the 
framework of the bullet points.

·Responses ought to be written in the space allocated to each question.  The booklet 
provided offers ample space for drafts as well as final responses.  

·Essays ought to be structured in paragraphs.

·Writing more that the prescribed number of words is a rubric infringement. Students must 
not go beyond the maximum word limit as content produced beyond the prescribed word 
count  will not contribute to the overall marks.
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SECTION A

Question 1 (a)

In general, candidates scored fairly high marks in all the questions of section A. Questions 
1(a) and 1(c) proved by far the most popular. Responses stayed within the parameters of 
the prescribed framework, with occasional slips pertaining to lengthier than required essays 
and omissions, regarding some of the required information. Noticeable patterns regarding 
composition of content and application of language related to:

• the absence of indication of the position of stress 

• occasional failure to attempt to link the piece into a whole, by adopting certain 
conventions, such as appropriate salutations to open and close a correspondence

• absence of paragraphs

• weak command of constructing time references, using appropriate case and prepositions 
(e.g. «την άλλη εβδομάδα », «του χρόνου», «τον περασμένο Απρίλο»)

• limited language skills regarding construction of a narrative that contains references 
to the past and differentiating between the Simple Past and the Imperfect  (e.g.  
«κουράστηκα πολύ, διάβαζα κάθε μέρα και έγραφα πρόχειρα διαγωνίσματα ...»

• short sentences written in isolation containing fairly conservative structures and a 
limited range of high frequency vocabulary, with an obvious preference for verbs such as 
«κάνω», πηγαίνω», «είμαι».

A noticeable omission in 1(a) pertained to failure to address the last bullet point and what 
candidates offered instead is the title of a film (often in English) rather than the required 
time reference. As a rule, candidates performed very well, indicating clearly the reasons 
why they liked or did not like a particular film. In some scripts there was a tendency to 
overuse English, in titles and names of actors, which is a pattern that ought to be avoided.
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Question 1 (b)

In 1(b) there was a noticeable pattern of interesting and relevant accounts with some lapses 
regarding the reference to a past event, in the second bullet point. In general we had very 
interesting accounts of the lives of celebrities and their exploits. 

This candidate earned 18 marks out of the possible 20. 
The response would have benefited from more succinct 
descriptions and greater attention to orthography.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (c)

In 1(c) the majority of candidates conveyed the main points using appropriate vocabulary 
and structures and earned high marks. Occasional lapses and omissions related to past and 
future references, as required in the third bullet, “details about a sports event in the past 
year and one planned for the future”.

Question 1 (d)

In 1(d) the majority of candidates achieved very high marks, offering detailed and relevant 
responses to the stimulus, showing clear ability to manipulate language to answer the 
question. 

With less able candidates, there was a pattern of omitting the second bullet point (“how you 
prepared”).

This was a near perfect response, which, despite the fact 
that it exceeded the word limit, managed to address all the 
required information by the end of the first sentence of the third 
paragraph. It earned 19 marks out of the available 20.

Examiner Comments
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SECTION B 
 
Question 2 (a)

Section B, just like Section A, contains prescriptive, directed exercises, therefore answers to 
the questions ought to stay within the word limit prescribed and to the point, as prescribed 
by the bullets. Unaccountable digression often leads to errors and is counterproductive. 
Candidates ought to read the bullet points carefully and respond by writing the required 
information. A pattern of misunderstanding emerged when some candidates failed to 
respond to the prompt eliciting information about a favourite place in Greece or how you 
get on with your family and, instead, provided accounts of summer holidays in places 
outside of Greece, or descriptions of family members with inadequate or no reference to the 
relationship between the different family members. 

On the other hand, good responses paid good attention to the rubric, respected the 
conventions of essay writing and expanded on the content, to include opinion and 
explanation.

Well-prepared candidates demonstrated good skills in the application of language, included 
references to the past and the future and moved beyond the use of high frequency verbs 
such as πάω, κάνω and θέλω. Their responses contained breadth of vocabulary, a range of 
correctly constructed structures and accurately spelled words. They included references to 
examples showing individuality and variety and moved beyond standard lists of mostly food 
items. 

Many candidates achieved high marks in 2(a), offering interesting and persuasive 
descriptions of their favourite place in Greece. Handling of tenses was generally accurate, 
albeit a little "safe" at times, with candidates staying with basic vocabulary and repetitions 
of verbs such as "πήγαμε" "φάγαμε".
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This is a script that earned only 8 out of the possible 20 
marks. The response had major omissions and irrelevance 
and language was inappropriate to the task.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b)

2(b) was a very popular question and many candidates seemed to enjoy writing about their 
families and sibling rivalry, in particular. These were funny, relevant accounts earning quite 
high marks. Some responses tended to list too many adjectives to describe family members, 
almost in a list-like fashion, and this took away from the cohesion of their response. 

Question 2 (c)

Even though culture is one of the topics included in the specification, very few students 
were drawn to this question. Results were mixed, with some students performing very well, 
near the top of the assessment grid, whereas others lacked the necessary vocabulary and 
language awareness to address this topic. Many missed the last bullet point that required 
them to say why the museum is worth visiting.

Question 2 (d)

This was the third most popular question in this section and some candidates earned 
top marks, describing their summer jobs and their plans for the future. As in 2(b) there 
were some funny and engaging narratives of the trials and tribulations of work and some 
impressive and unambiguous use of vocabulary and grammar.
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Paper Summary

• To improve their performance, candidates should:

• Observe the rules of orthography and indicate the position of the stress, when 
appropriate.

• Read each question carefully before attempting to answer it, to ensure clear 
understanding of what is expected

• Ensure that they employ good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures

• Avoid mixing English and Greek characters 

• Structure their response and link their various ideas and descriptions into a whole, 
rather than write sentences in isolation

• Familiarise themselves in advance with the various inflections of nouns and adjectives, 
depending on number and their function in the sentence ("οι φίλοι"  versus "τους 
φίλους" etc), as inconsistent use of the nominative and accusative cases is still 
responsible for many inaccuracies.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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