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Theme A: otium

Answer all the following questions. Your answers should be in English unless you are asked to 
quote the Latin.

1. Refer to OVID, A good place to find a girl.

 (a) curvis ... theatris (line 1): how could a Roman theatre be described as ‘curved’? [1]

 

 (b) voto ... tuo (line 2): what do you think Ovid means by ‘your vow/your wish’? [1]

 

 (c) In your own words, explain the difference in meaning between quodque semel tangas and 
quodque tenere velis (line 4). [2]

 

 

 

 (d) In lines 5-9 (ut redit ... ludos), in what ways do the comparisons help you to imagine the 
scene Ovid is describing? [6]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (e) copia iudicium saepe morata meum est (line 10): what do these words reveal about Ovid 
himself? [1]
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 (f) In line 11 (spectatum ... ipsae), in what ways are the choice and/or position of the Latin 
words particularly effective? Give two examples and explain your choices. [4]

 (i) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 

 

 (ii) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 

 

2. Refer to CATULLUS, Catullus invites a friend to dinner.

 (a) State one thing which is unusual about the invitation offered in lines 1-5 
  (cenabis ... cachinnis) of this poem? [1]

 

 (b) Apart from food and drink, what does Catullus consider essential for a good 
  dinner-party? Make two points. [2]

 (i) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (ii) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (c) How does Catullus give this poem a humorous and light-hearted tone? You might 
consider the choice, arrangement and sound of the Latin words, as well as what he 
says. [10]
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3. Refer to PLINY, Ummidia Quadratilla. 

 (a) habebat illa pantomimos fovebatque, effusius quam decorum erat feminae nobili 
  (lines 14-15): for what reason did Pliny disapprove of Ummidia Quadratilla? [2]

 

 

 (b) In lines 23-24 (proximis ... pantomimis): what are we told about the show Quadratus 
recently attended at the theatre? Make two points. [2]

 (i) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (ii) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (c) scisne ... nepos (lines 25-27): why was Pliny surprised by what Quadratus said? [2]

 

 

 (d) In lines 27-30 (at hercle … reddebant), how does Pliny show his disapproval of the 
people mentioned here? Make four points, referring both to the content and to the style 
of writing. [4]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (e) qui nunc … spectabat (lines 31-32): 

 (i) what did Quadratus give these people after his grandmother’s death? [1]

 

 (ii) why do you think he did this? [1]
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4. To a Roman, was otium simply ‘doing nothing’ or was it an opportunity to enjoy leisure   
activities? You should support your answer by referring (in English) to details from at least 
three passages. [10]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 IF YOU REQUIRE MORE SPACE, CONTINUE YOUR ANSWER ON PAGE 12.

[Total: 50 marks]
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Theme B: Love and Marriage

Answer all the following questions. Your answers should be in English unless you are asked to 
quote the Latin.

1. Refer to PLINY, To Calpurnia Hispulla, his wife’s aunt.

 (a) cum sis ... amissi (lines 1-3):

 (i) why was Pliny’s wife brought up by her aunt? [1]

 

 (ii) write down the two-word Latin phrase which tells us this. [1]

 

 (b) In lines 3-5 (maxime ... evadere), how does Pliny flatter Calpurnia Hispulla? [1]

 

 

 (c) In lines 6-7 (amat me ... concepit):

 (i) what does Pliny describe as castitatis indicium (line 6)? [1]

 

 (ii) what further evidence of this does Pliny give in line 7 (praeterea ... concepit)? [1]

 

 (d) In lines 8-13 (quanta ... excipit):

 (i) which two of his public activities does Pliny mention? [2]

  Activity 1:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

  Activity 2:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 (ii) what does his wife like to know about these activities? Make two points. [2]

  Point 1:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 

  Point 2:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 

 (iii) velo discreta (line 12): why do you think she hides behind a curtain? [1]
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 (e) In lines 1-15 of this letter, how does Pliny’s style of writing draw attention to his wife’s 
good qualities? You should consider the choice, arrangement and sound of the Latin 
words. [10]
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2. Refer to MARTIAL, Marital equality? 

 (a) Explain why Martial would not want to marry the woman mentioned in line 1. [2]

 

 

 (b) In line 2, how does Martial’s use of the word nubere emphasise the point he is making?
 [2]

 

 

 (c) Does line 4 contradict what Martial says in line 3? Explain your answer with reference to 
both lines. [2]

 

 

 

 

 (d) From the passages you have studied for Theme B, choose one example of a marriage and 
say to what extent you think the partners were equal. [2]

 

 

 

 

20

8

© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 



(9541-01)

10 Examiner
only

3. Refer to CATULLUS, Poems 70 and 72.

 (a) Why is Jupiter mentioned in both poems? [2]

 

 

 

 (b) How does Catullus describe himself in lines 3-4 of each poem? [2]

  Poem 70:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

  Poem 72:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (c) To what extent are Catullus’ feelings towards Lesbia in Poem 72, lines 5-8 different from 
his feelings in Poem 70, lines 3-4? Explain your answer. [5]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (d) iniuria talis (Poem 72, line 7): from your knowledge of the relationship between Catullus 
and Lesbia, what do you think this iniuria was? [1]

 

 

 (e) In Poem 72, lines 7-8 (quod ... minus), how does Catullus’ choice of Latin words emphasise 
his conflicting emotions? [2]

 

 

12
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4. ‘Love and marriage belong together.’ Would a Roman have agreed? You should support your 
answer by referring (in English) to details from at least three passages. [10]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 [Total: 50 marks]
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