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Overall Comments
Although the candidature for this series was atypical, standards achived
by the candidates were high.

Question 1

The spoken passage was a welcome speech for a Japanese inn.
Candidates had to choose the correct words from a given list of words to
complete gaps in sentences. This question was very well answered by
candidates.

Question 2

This was a set of multiple choice questions based on a passage about a
young lady introducing her family. Again these set of questions posed
no difficulty for the majority of candidates.

Question 3

Candidates had to listen to a girl talking about her school and choose 3
correct statements from a list of 7 statements. Whilst some of the
statements were inferential and slightly more challenging, on the whole
candidates answered this question well.

Question 4

Candidates had to listen to a description of a coach trip and complete
statements selecting from a choice of 4 adjectives. Some candidates
missed the negatives in (b) and (d).

Question 5

This passage was a girl talking about how to protect the environment,
with an accompanying set of multiple choice questions. These were
generally well answered.

Question 6

Candidates had to answer short questions in English, having heard a boy
talking about his study of Japanese. Most candidates tackled these
questions well, although there was some evidence of guessing for (d).

Question 7

Candidates had to answer short questions in English, having heard a
passage about a career in forestry. This question was slightly more
challenging. (a) in particular was challenging, with some candidates
guessing “climb on them” and so on. (b) requierd the candidate to say
that he ate his lunch outside, not simply that he had an obento.

Question 8
This was a set of multiple choice questions based on the beach at
Kamakura. These questions were generally well answered.

Question 9

This pasage was a girl talking about an exchange trip with a school in
Japan. Part (a) involved picking up details about the Japanese sister
school: these were relatively challenging, particularly giving the specific



details in (iii). Part (b) was easier, with many candidates able to give
full answers.

Question 10

The passage was about raising money for the Red Cross, and candidates
were required to choose the 2 correct statements from a set of 5. Some
of the statements were inferential and challenging. In (ii) , many
candidates incorrectly chose B, presumably guessing from the fact that
they had heard the word “tent”.
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