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Edexcel GCSE

Japanese
Unit 3: Reading and Understanding in Japanese

Thursday 14 June 2012 – Afternoon
Time: 55 minutes 5JA03/01

You do not need any other materials.

Instructions
 Use black ink or ball-point pen.
 Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name,  

 centre number and candidate number.
 Answer all questions.
  Answer the questions in the spaces provided  

– there may be more space than you need.
 You must not use a dictionary.

Information
 The total mark for this paper is 50. 
  The marks for each question are shown in brackets 

– use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.

Advice
 Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.
 Keep an eye on the time.
 Try to answer every question.
 Check your answers if you have time at the end.
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Answer ALL questions.

Some questions must be answered with a cross in a box  . If you change your mind about an 

answer, put a line through the box  and then mark your new answer with a cross .

At a restaurant

1 You work in a restaurant and are preparing a bill for the customer.

 Put a cross      in the correct box to match the price. 

A

¥300

B

¥400

C

¥450

D

¥500

E

¥550

F

¥600

G

¥650

H

¥700

I

¥750

J

¥800

Example: 
noodles

(i) tea

(ii) sandwich

(iii) lunch box

(iv) Coke 

(v) rice

(Total for Question 1 = 5 marks)

700 400

600 500

550 450

750 300

800 650
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Emailing a friend

2  Your pen friend, Haruo, writes to tell you about himself.

 Complete the notes below in English.

 Example: His name is  ......................................................................................................................................................................

 (a) He is  ................................................................................................................................................................................... years old.

(1)

 (b) He studies ................................................................  and  ......................................................................  at school. 

(2)

 (c) He likes ...............................................................................................................................................................................................................  

(1)

 (d) He swims for  ...............................................................................................................................................  every day. 

(1)

(Total for Question 2 = 5 marks)

Haruo Yamamoto
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At school

3  You are helping your friend to translate some Japanese words into English.

 

 Put a cross      in the correct box.

A B C D E F G H I J

Example: teacher

(i) a.m.

(ii) reading

(iii) exit

(iv) biology 

(v) classroom

(Total for Question 3 = 5 marks)

A 

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

J
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Helping a friend

4  Your friend has asked you to help her complete an email.

 Choose the correct letters from the box below to complete the paragraph about her 
holiday.

Example: ......................

(i) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (ii) .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(iii) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(iv) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(v) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Total for Question 4 = 5 marks)

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

I 

J 

K 

A
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Hanako’s blog

5  Read Hanako’s blog. 

 Put a cross      in the correct box.

 Example:  When was the birthday?

A

two days ago

B

yesterday

C

today

 (i) Whose birthday was it?

A

mother

B

sister

C

aunt

 (ii) Where did they celebrate her birthday?

A

at a restaurant

B

at home

C

at a park

DVD
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 (iii) What did they eat?

A

chocolate cake

B

strawberry cake

C

carrot cake

 (iv) What did Hanako give her?

A

camera

B

flowers

C

DVD

 (v) Where did they go after the party?

A

restaurant

B

cinema

C

park

 (Total for Question 5 = 5 marks)
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Instructions

6  Write the correct letter in the table below to match the corresponding instructions 
from the list.

Example: No credit cards. A
(i) Take your shoes off.

(ii) Wash your hands.

(iii) No photographs.

(iv) Don’t touch.

(v) No running.

(Total for Question 6 = 5 marks)

A 

B 

C 

D 

E  

F 

G 
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Job advertisement

7 Read the job advertisement. 

 Put a cross      in the correct box.

 (i) What type of shop is it?

A

bakery 

B

bookshop

C

butcher

 (ii) How long is the lunch break?

A

30 minutes

B

45 minutes

C

1 hour

 (iii) What is the hourly wage in yen?

A

80

B

800

C

8,000
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 (iv) What kind of person is the shop looking for?

A

someone who can 
speak English

B

someone who can 
read English

C

someone who can 
write English

 (v) What should you do first to apply for the job?

A

meet Mr Yamada  
in the shop

B

write to Mr Yamada

C

phone Mr Yamada

 (Total for Question 7 = 5 marks)
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Help with reading kanji

8 Your friend, Emily, was reading about holidays in Japan.

 You have been asked to re-write kanji into hiragana. Put a cross      in the correct box 
to match them.

A B C D E F G H I J

Example: 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv)  

(v) 

(Total for Question 8 = 5 marks)

A 

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

J
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Shinichi Hoshi

9  Read the following passage about Shinichi Hoshi.

 

1926 

1961 

32 

1000 
1997 
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 Answer the following questions in English.

 (a) What is Shinichi Hoshi famous for? 
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (b) Where was he born?
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (c) What did his father do? Give a full answer.
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (d) What was his first job?
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (e) How many children did he have?
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (f ) What were his hobbies?
(2)

1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (g) What is ‘Short Short’? 
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (h) Name two languages into which his work is translated.
(2)

1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Total for Question 9 = 10 marks)

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 50 MARKS
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