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Introduction

For this paper questions are set in common contexts, addressing a range of relevant 
contemporary and cultural themes.

They are organised into five themes, each broken down into topics and sub-topics. The five 
themes are: Identity and culture, Local area, Holiday and travel, School, future aspirations, 
study and work, and International and global dimension. The assessment tasks feature 
general content that is familiar and accessible to all candidates.

This year, in the context of the coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic which has disrupted the 
education of candidates sitting exams in summer 2022, Pearson Edexcel provided advance 
information on the focus of the content of summer 2022 Italian GCSE Writing exam in order 
to support candidates’ revision and enable teachers to adapt their teaching if necessary, in 
the time before the examination. For this year only the fifth theme (International and global 
dimension) was removed from the exam.

Candidates are required to produce responses of varying lengths and types to express facts, 
ideas and opinions in Italian. The length of each response required and complexity of 
language increases across the paper. Recommended word counts are specified for each 
question. Candidates will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than 
recommended in the word count or for going beyond the mandatory bullet points although a 
piece that is too short will be self penalising.

All questions are marked against the assessment criteria as published in the current 
specification. The instructions to candidates are all in Italian but this year question titles were 
in English as an extra help for candidates following disruptions to learning due to the 
coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic. The use of dictionaries is not permitted.

The assessment time for paper 4H is 1 hour and 20 minutes in length and it carries 60 marks. 
The paper consists of two questions and one translation from English into Italian. Candidates 
must answer all questions.

Question 1 has two options, from which candidates have to select one. This question 
assesses candidates on their ability to convey information, narrate, express opinions, interest 
and convince the reader about a certain point. Candidates should use the informal register. 
This question is common to the Foundation tier.

Question 2 has two options, from which candidates have to select one. This question 
assesses candidates on their ability to convey information, narrate, express and justify ideas 
and opinions and interest or convince the reader. Candidates must use the formal register.

Question 3 is the translation question. Candidates are required to translate a short 
paragraph from English into Italian. The individual sentences are ordered by increasing level 
of difficulty.
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Question 1 (a)

For Q01(a) candidates were given four bullet points within the context of writing to a friend 
about their town; they had to write 80-90 words of Italian. The question had to be answered 
using past, present and future time frames.

At Higher level this question was surprisingly more popular than Q01(b). Unlike Foundation 
candidates, Higher candidates were well able to describe their town, say what they had done 
recently in town, express why their town was interesting to visit and say what they wanted to 
do when their Italian friend came to visit. A few didn’t read the introduction properly and 
mentioned what they would like to do with Luigi in Italy but this kind of response was not 
penalised.

This question was very well answered by candidates at this level. This is clearly a topic that 
candidates had prepared well before the exam. Verb tenses were generally good, and many 
candidates managed to answer all bullet points well. There were a few candidates who 
struggled with verb conjugation, particularly when using the past tense.
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Many candidates write a lot more than the recommended word count. They will not be 
penalised for writing more than recommended in the word count.
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This candidate scored full marks: all bullet points are covered with a lot 
of expansion and language is varied and accurate, with just a few 
minor errors.
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Read every question on the exam paper before you begin to write your 
answers. Look very carefully at the whole question, including the 
rubric, to make sure that you fully understand what you are being 
asked to do. Answer each of the bullet points in order.
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Question 1 (b)

Q01(b) required candidates to write an informal email about their school. They had to 
address the four bullet points and produce between 80-90 words in Italian. At Higher level 
this question was surprisingly less popular than Q01(a), despite being another well rehearsed 
topic.

Most candidates were well able to describe their school and say what they had done recently 
at school, explain why studying is important and say what they would like to do in the future 
within the school/university context.

Again, this was generally answered well by candidates and all bullet points were generally 
attempted. Candidates were better able to express ideas and opinions more elaborately and 
successfully than those who did this question on Foundation, as is to be expected. Again, 
there were a few candidates who struggled with verb conjugation, particularly when using 
the past tense. Overall, however, the standard for Q01(b) was slightly lower than for Q01(a), 
as the topic of school was possibly more accessible to less able candidates.
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Candidates can score full marks just by writing 80-90 words, as per recommended word 
count.
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This candidate was able to cover all bullet points with enough depth 
and expansion within the recommended word count. Language was 
generally accurate and also scored full marks despite a few minor 
errors, which did not hinder clarity of communication.

Answer each of the bullet points in order. Write a separate paragraph 
for each bullet point, as this will help you check that you have covered 
all of them in detail.
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Question 2 (a)

Q02(a) required candidates to write an article about an evening at the cinema. They had to 
address the four bullet points and justify their ideas and opinions. They had to produce 
between 130-150 words in Italian. Q02(a) was less popular than Q02(b).

Most candidates were able to cope with the demands of this question at Higher level and all 
bullet points were generally answered well. Most were able to give details of the evening and 
their opinion about the film. Most were also able to state that the cinema is important for 
young people as it gives them a chance to have a break from studying and to meet new 
people, for example. Most were also able to communicate details about how people can be 
encouraged to go to the cinema, for example, reducing ticket prices or offering free food or 
drinks as an incentive.

A few candidates misunderstood the question as they interpreted the formal "Lei" as having 
to write about a female person so that they wrote their pieces using the third person singular 
rather the the "io" form of the verb (eg lei e' andata al cinema, lei ha visto una commedia etc.).
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This candidate clearly answered each of the bullet points in order, writing a separate 
paragraph for each point.
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This candidate scored full marks as they managed to communicate 
detailed relevant information as required by the bullet points, using a 
wide variety of grammatical structures and lexis.

Try and use a variety of grammatical structures and vocabulary to 
avoid repetition.
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Question 2 (b)

Q02(b) required candidates to write about a summer job in Italy. They had to address the 
four bullet points and justify their ideas and opinions. They had to produce between 130-150 
words in Italian.

Again, this was generally well-answered by candidates. Most were able to give details about a 
previous job, either basing it on personal experiences or making it up. Most were also able to 
explain why they wanted to work in the summer (for example, to earn money to pay for 
holidays or to be more independent from their families). Most were also able to say what the 
advantages of working in Italy would be (for example, improving their Italian and spending 
time in a beautiful place and sampling Italian food) and to express their plans for the future.

Most candidates were able to cope with the demands of this question at Higher level and all 
bullet points were generally answered well. The world of work is clearly a topic that is well 
prepared. However, a few candidates did not read the bullet points carefully and failed to 
address them all and they should be reminded of the need to address all points in their 
response.
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This candidate wrote a formal letter of application using a very appropriate register.
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This candidate scored almost full marks as all bullet points were 
covered and language was varied and consistently accurate.

Communication and content: 16 marks

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy: 11 marks

Leave enough time to check your work carefully at the end of the 
exam.
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Question 3

Q03 required candidates to translate a short passage of four sentences from English into 
Italian. The passage was based around the topic of travel.

Most candidates were able to translate most of the passage successfully. Some did struggle 
with items of vocabulary such as ‘country’ and 'cycling trip'. The most challenging item of 
vocabulary appeared to be 'foreign'. A few used the wrong tense, writing ho scritto instead of 
scrivo.

Some candidates left blanks where they did not know a word or phrase and they would be 
strongly advised to attempt all of the passage as blank spaces do not result in marks.
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When dealing with the translation candidates should try to be as close to the original text as 
possible, in terms of vocabulary and verb tenses.

This candidate achieved full marks despite some minor spelling errors. 
Citta' all'estero was accepted as an alternative to citta' estere.

Try to translate every word, including what might appear minor words. 
Do not leave any gaps.
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Paper Summary

While standards at Foundation level appeared to have been affected by disruptions to 
learning caused by Covid-19 pandemic, standards at Higher level has not really changed since 
before the pandemic. The level of response was generally very good, and candidates seemed 
to have covered the topic areas well. There appeared to be a very high proportion of 
native/near-native speakers. Grammatical awareness and accuracy were better than at 
Foundation level but there were many instances of careless mistakes and inaccurate verb 
formation and candidates are advised to read over their work carefully and check it. 
Candidates are also advised to read the question very carefully and consider what each 
bullet point is asking them to write about exactly before completing their answer.

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

read every question on the exam paper before you begin to write your answers;
look very carefully at the whole question, including the rubric, to make sure that you fully 
understand what you are being asked to do;
answer each of the bullet points in order;
write a separate paragraph for each bullet point, as this will help you check that you have 
covered all of them in detail;
leave enough time to check your work carefully at the end of the exam;
try and use a variety of grammatical structures and vocabulary to avoid repetition;
write your answers on the correct pages of the answer booklet. If you find that you have 
written, for example, part of Q02(b) on the page for Q02(a), then please write a brief note 
so that the examiner (who only sees one question at a time) is aware of this and can take 
the necessary action;
in Q03, try and translate every word, including what might appear minor words;
ensure that your handwriting is as neat as possible.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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