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Mark schemes are prepared by the Principal Examiner and considered, together 
with the relevant questions, by a panel of subject teachers.  This mark scheme 
includes any amendments made at the standardisation meeting attended by all 
examiners and is the scheme which was used by them in this examination.  The 
standardisation meeting ensures that the mark scheme covers the candidates� 
responses to questions and that every examiner understands and applies it in the 
same correct way.  As preparation for the standardisation meeting each examiner 
analyses a number of candidates� scripts: alternative answers not already covered 
by the mark scheme are discussed at the meeting and legislated for.  If, after this 
meeting, examiners encounter unusual answers which have not been discussed at 
the meeting they are required to refer these to the Principal Examiner.   
 
It must be stressed that a mark scheme is a working document, in many cases 
further developed and expanded on the basis of candidates� reactions to a 
particular paper.  Assumptions about future mark schemes on the basis of one 
year�s document should be avoided; whilst the guiding principles of assessment 
remain constant, details will change, depending on the content of a particular 
examination paper.   
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LISTENING TESTS 
Notes on the Marking Scheme 

Non-verbal Answers 
Follow the mark scheme as set out. 
Verbal Answers (English or Target Language) 
1. The basic principle of assessment is that candidates should gain credit for what they know, understand 

and can do.  The following guidance should be borne in mind when marking. 
 (a) Credit should be given for all answers which convey the key idea required intelligibly and 

without ambiguity.  This applies whether the answer is in English or in the target language.  A 
separate assessment of spelling, punctuation and grammar is not required on these papers 
because of the nature of the answers.  However, these aspects are an integral part of assessing 
communication and marks cannot be awarded where errors in spelling, punctuation or 
grammar lead to a failure to communicate the required information without ambiguity. 

 (b) Where a candidate has given alternatives or additional information in answer, the following 
criteria should be applied: 

  - if the alternative/addition does not contradict the key idea or make it ambiguous, 
accept; 

  - if the alternative/addition contradicts the key idea or makes it ambiguous, reject. 

 (c) Where numbered lines are given within a question/section of a question, credit should be 
given for correct answers, no matter which line they appear on. 

 (d) Where a question has more than one section, a candidate may include as part of the answer to 
one section the information required to answer another section.  For instance, the information 
required to answer section (b) might be given as part of the answer to section (a).  In such 
cases, credit should be given for having answered section (b), provided that no incorrect 
answer has been given for that section in the correct place. 

 (e) Where a question or part of a question carries more than one mark, candidates are given credit 
for all the correct answers they give, even if they have given incorrect answers as well, except 
where any of the latter contradicts a correct answer that they have given. 

2. ...../..... means that these are acceptable alternative answers.  (.....) means that this information is not 
needed for full marks. 
 

3. In questions where candidates are asked to name, for example, three types of vegetable sold in the 
market, only the first three items they write down should be considered. 

4. In multiple choice questions where candidates must choose one letter or number, they should 
automatically get no mark awarded if they give more than one.  If the rubric instructs them to write one 
letter or number in the box and they do so, but write a second letter or number outside the box too, then 
the answer in the box should be considered. 

5. No mark scheme can cover all possible answers.  When in doubt: 
- look for the key idea, where this is appropriate. 
- t.c. = tout court  NFP = no further penalty 
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LISTENING TESTS 
 
Foundation Tier 
 

Question Answer Accept Reject Mark 

1 in a flat/apartment   1 

2 a) 
 b) 

supermarket 
(in a) school/ (as a) teacher 

professor in a school professor 1 
1 

3 chocolates / chocolate chocolate bar sweets 1 
 

4 a) 
b) 

D 
A 

  1 
1 

5  D   1 
 

6 a) 
b) 

A 
B 

  1 
1 

7 a) 
b) 

D 
B 

  1 
1 

8 a) 
b) 

C 
A, E 

 
E, A 

 1 
2 

9 a) 
b) 

B 
A 

  1 
1 

10 a) 
b) 

D 
A 

  1 
1 

11 a) 
b) 

C 
A, D 

 
D, A 

 1 
2 

12 a) 
b) 
c) 

D 
39/trentanove 
nero 

recognisable spelling of 39 that 
does not destroy meaning. 
Neri/nera 

obviously 
Spanish spelling 
of 39, 
Nigro/negro/ 
black 

1 
1 
1 

13 a) 
b) 

A 
B 

  1 
1 

14 a) 
b) 
c) 

B 
C 
C 

  1 
1 
1 

15 a) 
b) 

D 
B 

  1 
1 

16 a) 
 
 b) 

(vicino alle) montagne / bellissima/ 
storica 
B 

bello (a)/storico /la storia 
molta (o) storia/bellissimo 
montagna(i) /  montane (a) 
andare a montagna 

historic 
mountain 
montain 

1 
 

1 

17 a) 
b) 

C 
A 

  1 
1 

Foundation Tier Paper Total = 35 marks 



Mark Scheme                                                                                                                                    GCSE - Italian

Copyright © 2004 AQA and its licensors 5 

Higher Tier 
 

Question Answer Accept Reject Mark 

1 a) 
b) 
c) 

D 
39/ trentanove 
nero 

recognisable spelling of 39 that 
does not destroy meaning. 
Neri/nera 

Obviously 
Spanish spelling 
of 39, 
Nigro/negro/ 
black 

1 
1 
1 

2 a) 
b) 

A 
B 

  1 
1 

3 a) 
b) 
c) 

B 
C 
C 

  1 
1 
1 

4 a) 
b) 

D 
B 

  1 
1 

5 a) 
 

b) 

(vicino alle) montagne / bellissima/ 
storica 
 
B 

bello (a)/storico/la storia/ 
molta (o) storia/bellissimo 
montagna(i) / montane (a) 
andare a montagna. 

historic 
mountain 
montain 

1 
1 

6 a) 
b) 

C 
A 

  1 
1 

7 a) 
 
 

b) 

ultimo piano / giardino (sul tetto) / 
(coltiva) piante / fiori / (il giardino è) 
tranquillo 
svantaggio = C 
vantaggio = E 

Utimo piano 
jardino ) 
gardino) 
 
per coltivare 

Flori/jardine/ 
jardin 

1 
 
 

1 
1 

8 a) 
b) 

D 
B 

  1 
1 

9 a) 

 b) 

A 

D 

  1 

1 

10 a) 
b) 

C 
disordine (incredibile)/vestiti / biglietti / 
scontrini / un tavolo 

Non butta mai via niente 
Casino/caos/caotico/disordinato/ 
Disorganizzato/bigliette/vistiti/ 
tavvolo(a) / tavollo (a) 

tavallo 
sporco 
roba 

1 
2 
 

11 a) 
b) 
c) 

D 
A 
fame/stanchi e fame 

 farme/fa/me 
preso ravioli 
Stanchi 

1 
1 
1 

12 a) 
 b) 

11 indici 
A 

Recognisable spelling of undici 
23 alla/alle undici  

11 am 
tardi 
undici di mattina 

1 
1 

13 a) 
b) 

B 
B, D 

  1 
2 

14  for locals: work/clients for shops/spend 
in shops/(more) money for 
shops/business(es). 
for tourists: tranquil/contact with 
nature/ eat or try local specialities/can eat 
food of the area/eat or try local food/ eat 
traditional food. 

jobs 
money for or clients for 
business(es) 
relaxing/peaceful 
quiet/calm for tranquil of people 
or place/close to nature for 
contact with nature/quite. 
(as a spelling of quiet). 

money on own 
clients 
silent 
 
nature on its own 
enjoy nature/eat 
special foods/ 
nice food/nice 
location/buy 
local specialities. 

2 
 

2 

 
 
 
 

Ending 
in o 
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Question Answer Accept Reject Mark 

15  not enough water (for all the needs) 
lack of water 
 [idea of water not being sufficient] 

not too much water. 
not a lot of water 
 

water on its own/ 
can�t have a 
shower or both 
sometimes 
(unless candidate 
justifies this by 
mentioning that 
not enough 
water) 

1 

16 a) 
 
 

b) 

clean/in centre/easy to visit monuments 
 
 
no air conditioning/no lift 
disco + proximity 
disco + noisiness 

handy for monuments/ easy for 
visiting town (city) 
central 
room(s) was (were) hot 

It was hot/near 
centre. 
Easy to get to 
centre 
 
5th floor unless 
linked to the lack 
of lift. 

1 
 
 
 
 

2 

 
Higher Tier Paper Total = 40 marks 


