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Introduction

This is the first time that candidates have sat for examinations in the new GCSE in ICT. The new GCSE
in ICT is different from the previous GCSE in a number of key areas.

The first area of difference is that all students now only sit a single untiered paper, rather than
centres having to face the sometimes difficult choice of Foundation or Higher papers. To ensure
that all candidates can access the paper, it has been specifically designed to increase in difficulty,
so that easier questions are more prevalent at the start of the paper and that the paper becomes
progressively more difficult. Efforts have also been made to make this paper accessible throughout,
so that students of all ability ranges will find questions that are both challenging and interesting
throughout the paper.

Another key area of difference is that the paper follows a scenario throughout, which should give
students the ability to use ideas gleaned from earlier in the paper to answer later questions.
Additionally, students will also find that ‘command words’ are used throughout the papers, which are
consistently applied to indicate the type of response expected of them.

Finally, students will also find that some of the more difficult aspects of the previous specification,
notably applying knowledge of applications, will now be tested entirely in Unit 2 in the controlled
assessment.
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Question 1(b)(i)

Almost all candidates answered this question correctly. The few candidates who failed to gain this
mark had not read the question and instead volunteered "Camera A" as the most suitable.

Question 1(b)(ii)

Many candidates gave an incorrect response to this question. The majority of candidates who
answered incorrectly tended to give an explanation of why an LCD screen was good, as opposed to the
benefits of using one when recording.

(i) Most of the camcorders have an LCD screen.

State one use for the screen.
(1)

To V1l (?mf;a: . &-;gm.'__m;. _____ J..m'h__(:g\!xfe;q s

Plus

Examiner Comments

A correct response.

(i) Most of the camcorders have an LCD screen.

State one use for the screen.

Q....cleocer.. PiCture . CNCL eMer. .

Plus

Examiner Comments

The candidate has tried to explain why an LCD is used, perhaps compared
to the use of the viewfinder, rather than answering the question.
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Question 1(b)(iii)

Most candidates gained the marks for this question, sensibly volunteering responses such as "SD card”
or "memory card”. The candidates that failed to gain the mark had seemingly not read the question
and instead chose to volunteer one of the camcorders that had this feature i.e. "Camcorder A".

Question 1(b)(iv)

Most students made a correct attempt to identify the term 'WiFi' either giving a response relating to
wireless connectivity or using the phrase 'wireless fidelity'. A number of candidates, whilst gaining the
mark, did try to justify their response, which was unnecessary.

Many of the candidates who failed to gain this mark did not refer to the fact that it is a ‘wireless'
technology.

(iv) Some camcorders have WiFi,

State what is meant by WiFi.
(1)

CAWREL G e g OF winadady | onaedion. o (i
LN Syt s Mk PG BT M prle/hed

’ Plus

Examiner Comments

This candidate has successfully answered the question by using the phrase
‘wireless technology’, but has then gone on to explain where it might
be used.

Whilst it is good to see this level of understanding, the candidate may be

losing time which could be used elsewhere.
. J/

Examiner Tip

Get students to understand the commonly used command words used
throughout the paper. In this case ‘state’, which is looking for a short
statement as an answer, often two or three word phrases.
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Question 1(b)(v)

Most candidates gained marks by identifying either optical or digital zoom in their response. Some
listed both in their answer, which was perfectly acceptable.

Question 1(b)(vi)

In almost all of the responses given, students showed a good understanding of why GPS is used.
However, this question was frequently answered incorrectly by students as they gave answers that
gave the most common use of GPS (in SAT NAV devices), rather than answering the question asked
of them.

{vi) Camcorder D has GPS tagging as an extra feature,

State what GPS tagging does.
(1)

b con g (denbify an exack loahon of il
Pt 9iving 10 ecack geographic ok 0rdndel.

Plus

Examiner Comments

This candidate has given a clear answer that shows good understanding of
what GPS tagging does.
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Question 1(b)(vii)

Those that answered question 1(b)(vi) correctly tended to gain this mark, giving responses related to
finding where images were taken.

In some cases where students did not gain the mark, it was in the belief that 'tagging’ may be used to
locate/retrieve a lost item - in this case the camcorder.

(vii) State why GPS tagging is a useful feature.
(1)

G T O | B A2 D Ch vt SORMSEAA NS R B, AL TARA

CLAN e N\ LATL AN 1.

us

Examiner Comments

The student shows awareness of one of the potential uses of GPS but has
misunderstood the question.

(vii) State why GPS tagging Is a useful feature.
(1)

JF You Wans  bo febuen to M o locablon  Whre v,

look Drevians  Pituces oad video Ll GPs Tugghny hdps you Rind i,

us

Examiner Comments

The student has shown wider awareness of the use of GPS and the term
‘GPS tagging’, in this case understanding that this feature allows users to
reference previously taken images by their location.
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Question 1(c)(ii)

A number of students did not gain the mark for this question, which was simply that DVDs have a
larger storage capacity.

The main reason for this is that students had missed that the question discussed the use of CD and DVD
as 'backup’, rather than as a means to view the footage. Many students also did not seem to be aware
that both DVDs and CDs can store any type of file.

(i) Mitch could use DVD or CD to backup his video files.

State one reason why DVD is more suitable.
(1)

- hecowse. on Dt M Bl Lgrouny to. oWl and. DD oe.
ko videos

Plus

Examiner Comments

This student made a mistake which was common, explaining that CDs are
for music and DVDs are for video.

Examiner Tip

Students need to have a wide awareness of the different uses of media
that will enable them to correctly answer the question.
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Question 1(c)(iii)

A significant number of candidates either failed to read the question or did not understand the term
‘local’ and produced answers relating to online storage.

(iii) Identify one local storage device, other than a DVD or CD drive, that could be
used for backups.

anlipe __I:@..ckm_@

(1)

us

Examiner Comments

A common incorrect response.

Examiner Tip

Students need to have an awareness of commonly used terms such as
‘local’ when referring to devices, particularly due to the increasing use of
online applications and utilities.
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Question 1(c)(iv)
Most students gained at least one mark for this question, showing an awareness of online storage and
its benefits. Unfortunately, many students failed to gain the second mark due to repeating themselves
in their responses.

(iv) Mitch could use online storage for his video files.

Give two advantages of using online storage rather than DVD.

(2)
1 \q‘. i:\'\‘,\f\\ l:ﬂ); > l\ | : tﬂ_}\l L)i . L_ l; { l J J\ [ y l_j Al L 7 l\ {J s 1‘{? .
“ I"k".-'..'r Lonn OV ll NATS LL}J‘ oo LA VA J\ |‘-“’\.1:j.,‘a|l, ( L[ I J jJ[‘ Qo !L\. .!fi_'l. L'L" ) f
Qﬂes- R I _ R R B
2 r\fui"\ kAN ONLCRES, Ll . L*’il“ R \\Ihk {Iijtl\. " H‘J

hovs...... 0w, Wi\".\.c.il'--?..}u. o VATLR R . 1! \ *ju Ih"\ﬁfii--. .r-m.u.:ﬁ.-‘!. o DML | flag

Examiner Comments

This student has provided two excellent different responses that are both
clear advantages to a user of online storage.
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(iv) Mitch could use online storage for his video files.

Give two advantages of using online storage rather than DVD.

(2)
T I 2T rec) Pt WO SIS =2 'S ¥ o B . <0 s = =2 =
LAl . ..o eoeceeecevos oo sttt 1338 e et 58 18 £ 4008141 e 1111 s b e e
2. \J. ........ ... \oaze S odo ¥ LN o R GO

Examiner Comments

Whilst this student has given two good answers and shows good awareness,
the responses are too similar in nature, in that they both relate to the fact
that the files are more secure or less likely to be lost or damaged.
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Question 2(a)(ii)

Most students gave correct responses, often suggesting that the download may carry a virus or be of
poor quality.

A small number of students showed very good awareness, proposing that personal data may be misused
if the user was asked to log in or register before downloading.

(i) State one possible drawback of downloading from this site.

U O YOt IRy IrALr—... pessona k. Sy mation

vad goer tagin.

(i Crodda naade ta mratact har cfamnitar fram ineafa Adrumlassde

Jlus

Examiner Comments

This student has shown very good awareness of the potential dangers of ‘file
sharing’ sites and given a response that was uncommon, but obviously correct.

Question 2(a)(iii)

Most students gained the mark for this question. However, a number did not, being too vague in their
responses.

(ili) Stevie needs to protect her computer from unsafe downloads.

State one way she can do this.

us

Examiner Comments

The student has been too vague in their response here and should have been
looking to give an answer such as ‘turn on the firewall’ or ‘get a firewall’.
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(i) Stevie needs to protect her computer from unsafe downloads.

State one way she can do this.
(1)

[ OO O OO ATONO AN X DO AR eSS
Gigall
SIC...CS. L0 OMISC AL AAL O 1 TLINES. .

Plus

Examiner Comments

A correct response.

Question 2(b)(ii)

A surprising number of students did not gain the mark for this question, which was simply looking for a
response involving the suggestion of 'https:’ in the address bar or other similar response.

A number of students did not gain the mark as they suggested the padlock symbol, despite the stem
asking for ‘'one other way...". The padlock symbol had already been given to candidates as part of
question 2 (b).

(ii) State one other way that browsers display security information.
(1)

Then Yove “otgs | colnec Yoon \athp e he  skk
L e WLL..

Examiner Comments

A correct response.
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Question 2(c)(i)

Many students did well on this question, gaining at least one of the marks and showing good awareness
of forums and why they are used.

Where students did not gain the mark, they tended to suggest that a forum would be used as a means
to store and backup files.

(c) Stevie produces her own music tracks. She uploads her music to a forum site,

(i) Give two reasons for doing this.
(2)

1 SU dhat she can  Share her .)\'H_&QM S odiaga.. O Lv@

LAMARAS R —
Mugs e trocrs
2. o %jf?% c)_f?_mi_o_u_-i»__x and. [eMew s . Ihes. aodkdy

&2 wWhat dhe pudoad. dauak o f dhem..

Plus

Examiner Comments

This student has shown good awareness of forums and their potential uses,
giving two correct reasons for their use.

(¢) Stevie produces her own music tracks. She uploads her music to a forum site,

(i) Give two reasons for doing this.
(2)

1 B.Ecme_ Gl iS o Sale. place.. o kaap. her

2. Lé ol Sane. Space.on her. compuler. amnal.
Sl woill oz able ta. accesse i¢. Crom other. computess

Plus

Examiner Comments

This student has not gained any marks here, either due to lack of awareness
of forums or confusing them with online storage.
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Question 2(c)(ii)

Students, in general, scored well on this question, gaining one or both of the available marks. Where
they failed to gain both marks, this was often due to repeating themselves or using a very similar
response twice.

Question 2(c)(iii)

The majority of candidates scored high marks on this question, showing good awareness of how to
keep a password secure and also being able to differentiate between what makes a good password
(question 2(c)(ii)) and how to keep them secure.

Question 2(d)(ii)

The quality of responses throughout this question would suggest that whilst students seem aware that
privacy is an issue with online sites, they are unaware that sites that store information online have a
requirement to keep data securely and also let users know how information will be used.

Most of the students who answered incorrectly tended to give answers related to privacy settings on
social networking sites.

Explain the purpose of a privacy policy.
(2)

-I‘}' Do whet e N.&B.s;‘}.;. does _‘Ju LN BT S
"S.J’ :.ﬁ.f'{‘urm}.i.uq ..... 'Y }‘1{"-) 3‘"‘?“ } Olui(. e *L‘*‘-'- D‘Jh .
. Peaieshio.... A 1‘1#\].5{ PR T should )‘-uqb st

Examiner Comments

This student has shown excellent awareness of privacy policies, explaining
the need to keep data secure and also the link to the Data Protection Act.

Examiner Tip

This could be taught alongside/with other issues from Topic 6 to show
where the Data Protection Act is being applied.
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Question 3(a)(ii)

On the whole this question was not answered well and only a few students gained the marks. Most
students tended to regurgitate the wording of the question or explain the term ‘unlimited’, showing
little awareness of what ‘unlimited’ actually meant in terms of internet usage.

(iiy BB Broadband offers 'unlimited’ monthly usage.

‘ State what this means.
| {1)
|

Owitamked A 0amS POA CouA._ bt O MO OY.OD VN TCTANN

} SpReRC e, 02 e Wodax. B el houas. vuus. Gwk -

us

Examiner Comments

A very common response. The student has simply explained the term
‘unlimited’ without any reference to the item in question - internet usage.

(i) BB Broadband offers ‘unlimited' manthly usage.

State what this means.
(1)

Tk Yheris. 0o dowmlead. Limit_ger wionkh

Plus

Examiner Comments

This student has correctly answered the question and used the required
terminology - ‘download’.

Examiner Tip

Students should be ‘savvy’ users of ICT and be able to define items such as this.
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Question 3(a)(iii)

This was generally a well-answered question, with many candidates gaining one or both marks.

State one benefit and one limitation of mobile broadband.
(2)
Benefit

T ocon ke Usd olmost aywhert Nivh 0
(onhection.

Limitation

e sgnol Strengbh can ke Ogfected by
location.

Plus

Examiner Comments

This student has gained both marks here for showing very good awareness
of the benefits and limitations of this technology.

Students who did not gain the marks tended to state things such as ‘you
can get internet anywhere on your phone’ which could not be credited.

Examiner Tip

Students need to know the difference between ‘mobile broadband’ and
broadband available on a mobile phone.
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Question 3(b)(ii)

A majority of students gained one mark or more on this question. Many of them identified that users
could access the internet from anywhere inside/outside the house within range.

Students failed to gain the mark where they had simply suggested 'no wires' without justification and
also where they had incorrectly indicated that many users could access the same internet connection,
which is not solely available through wireless technology.

This student has gained the first but not the second mark. The second mark is not
awarded as wired technologies also allow multiple users to access the same connection
and therefore it is not a reason to install or switch to a wireless connection.

(i) Give two reasons for having a wireless home network.
(2)

Lyt me the wireler)  NReewr
You e @round The Nowve
A Aheve cire ook of . peopleldevice’ wuny.

Inivelen hone newbie 11 1 an advantugt.

N N v Fi".t,-'/?ié’ (U woe inkimel ot Fl
gﬂ WA h iﬁbu :

Examiner Comments

Question 3(b)(iii)

The vast majority of candidates gained at least one mark, with more than half of them gaining two or
three of the available marks.

Most of those who gained the marks tended to identify the strength of the signal and that the
networks that were secure would require a password.
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Question 3(c)(iii)

Many students showed a good understanding of how the internet could be used to improve or enhance
someone’s life, in this case a family. Most students suggested two or three good points.

Where students failed to gain the marks was in failing to explain their points and showing a lack of
awareness of the ‘command word' being used.

(iii) Explain how having access to the internet could enhance the family’s daily
lives.
(3)

Hoving acceg ks (nkermd cowtd Son enhance e Pamily’s denly

Lives {p Doy W sase W--Th“ﬁ) Sohdh wse | Ehe inkernak e help

@ ink ek Cowntlags
9.&  Scheolwy ek becon el + L_ji_v_b Yo Aceess to wovdans --l-f-ji"* o4

nformekion, g codd wee M inktmnet, o Fench  thimrelyes Lt) Mg
SikLl Sweh ¢ BBC bitesize, Tha Fed . ConM odse wre bhe (nkernek

b _Sh‘ii’.. Brlne & Mmodee Foyments onlios, this 1S more commmmy Conuenemt

B Peing.. ke the thepry TX odsy aMows them ko ¢ mpart PUICH ¢nlings

The Bomily codd alge use bhe inbenck bp Socialise ond, reseoron €or brave

v\.-‘rm\ﬂtr\---q.u\r (.*'.i}' boeking I-ul.‘da--hj!)- Shecohisiny onbine aleus [y, 4o Keep in tonthk
o R (Total for Question 3 = 16 marks)

wih AT tant velabives - omd Fregng ¢ ij\“&( lﬂ) )

Plus

Examiner Comments

This student has given a range of suggestions, explaining each one and,
therefore, gaining all of the available marks.

Examiner Tip

Discuss the ‘command words’ and how they are used in the paper. In this
case ‘Explain’ is looking for a point with explanation.
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Question 3(c)(i)-(ii)

A surprisingly large number of students failed to gain any marks for this question.

The main reason for this was the lack of awareness of the difference between 'open source' and ‘online
applications'. This could be attributed to a simple lack of awareness of the differences between the
two or a lack of coverage in the learning.

(c) Lee recommends that open source software is installed on the laptops.

() Give two advantages of open source software over proprietary software,
(2)

Ve Sk ode i aplefl fol.. whfng, So L. .f/r{y.. .fany...
f/ﬁu (an aflomié... L., _ e

2.2 a5 ..ol ﬂ'f,ﬂ/ . Srf/frf %f{ plion.... 04 //
(olbwaso.. wh bk, okl be /f/u’ tay f/é’ lennal..

(i) Give one disadvantage of open source software over proprietary software.
(1)

;mg fr’f( of.....M00Ry.. kel pol.. o .. .r”l'i’ﬁ/ﬁr;r I 2
tall l}r’ 7. }(f’!ﬂ/}’f(ﬁuﬂof g ... contin......vchabel and.... 1y
'EJ w Wy ;”f Ié/!‘ fo......0u f.'{al’??:‘.ff.-’;x( f’l'f’/ . (LA' drfgif .

Plus

Examiner Comments

This student has clearly covered this area of the specification and shows excellent understanding
of open source software.

Many students who had gave incorrect responses tended to state ‘frees up storage space’ or ‘not
available when internet is down’ which are both advantages/disadvantages of online applications.

. J
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Question 4(a)(i)

The majority of students were successful in this question, most gaining one or more marks for
correctly identifying that stores can now access a wider audience, have lower operating costs and be
open for longer.

Where students did not gain marks it was often due to misreading the question and answering from
the point of the view of the customer as opposed to the stores.

Question 4(a)(ii)

In general, students did not score well on this questions. Most gave answers too vague to gain credit,
since they did not focused on auction websites.

) >ievie sometimes Dias 1or gooas on aucton sites,

Describe two features of an online auction.
(4)

1o fest o and  simple Payment. M?fhcl>€jﬁy __
Pal . ik engures Scﬂg’eéj ong... ). ué’j Grompke.
d,«)tj fo. €. .. _

Feedbeck, peurw an lﬂwf /%db’%ff aj U\e

Kpbler . Suppliec.. and (k. rel Lrabily Jrem. bhese..
Puichese W bglp (dnich Wil help  pew 05904

Plus

Examiner Comments

The student has provided two responses which give and describe two
features of online auctions.
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Question 4(b)(i)

A surprisingly large amount of students failed to get the mark for this question, due to not reading the
question and providing answers such as ‘cash on delivery' or 'cheque’.

Most students who correctly answered this question suggested answers such as ‘paypal’ or less
commonly 'e-cheques’ or ‘online gift vouchers'.
(b) (i) Stevie buys some T-shirts from an online store,

She is worried about entering her card details online.

State one other way she could pay online,

us

Examiner Comments

This student has simply not read the question and provided a response that
is not available as an online payment method.

Examiner Tip

Students will improve in these ‘one other way...” questions through attempting and
looking at similar questions in order to reinforce the need to read the question.

(b) () Stevie buys some T-shirts from an online store,
She is worried about entering her card details online,

State one other way she could pay online.

Nioa Buid pary sife e Pagled.

(1)

us

Examiner Comments

This candidate has provided a well worded response.
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Question 4(b)(ii)

Students made a good attempt at the question and the vast majority gained at least one mark for
identifying the fact that a refund would be available.

Many students also showed excellent knowledge, gaining both marks through an awareness of the 7
day rule (consumer protection (distance selling) regulations) in relation to online transactions.

Question 4(b)(iii)

The vast majority of students gained this mark, correctly identifying the ability to add comments to
review sites or blogs, etc.

Question 4(c)(i)

A few students gained one or two marks, usually through the knowledge of tracking cookies being used
based upon web searches etc.

Unfortunately, most students either did not know the answer to this question or again misread the
question on 'online targeted marketing’, often suggesting that companies might send an advertising
email to individuals.

(c) (i) Many websites use online targeted marketing.

Describe one method that companies use to target online marketing at
individuals.
(2)

Ok . SCCLORY ... YA M—f:}’s...l" ______ Viero ek, br'l-w_) ey
dote. . ’-ﬂl% e tane Hua 1o adaeise.

P.rcxiucl—z, KGE-.W\ ﬁ“:“vﬁ— Sasseheol. K%:F,G‘f:&h ...... %in. St

Plus

Examiner Comments

This student has identified that cookies are used in the process and that
companies can then use these to target adverts based upon previous searches.
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Describe one method that companies use to target online marketing at
individuals.
(2)
ke bwsiness wos Nacgeling. Yoanger.. peogde.
u'*“:)w%\\c& Af VSR TGN T\ S cmm'«*r(w( .

# Y‘sl? e £ &J\M f**l?wwmﬂcm\ PRTE, < Et’a&e ( I{%?j-‘wdufwe

oc....ohec jw\f)ef .ﬁ“’c_.‘..&{_@“"k webaleg
{ \

Plus

Examiner Comments

This student has misread or not understood the question and has discussed how
companies might target adverts to individuals when on a site which is already aimed
at their age group.
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Question 4(c)(ii)

The quality of responses in this questions showed that students have a very good awareness of the
benefits and drawbacks of online shopping. However, students did not necessarily provide responses
that were considered discussions of benefits and drawbacks and, therefore, few attained level 3.

These 6 mark questions now require a much more discursive response, expecting students to give and
then explain the benefits and drawbacks, rather than simply produce coherent lists of benefits and
drawbacks. Students are also assessed on quality of written communication in these questions.

*(ii) Many people shop online.

Discuss the benefits and drawbacks to the customer of shopping online.

TMW&WWL%M@O;W@

AU me,7g o Lb 5

2477 ord 7 dwtp wek 0 haon,. ovdeb
qoods o ongl Lﬁo thare ate  much
bigper mrra% O& C{podwj onlune... from. o
vanby. 08 shops; so b ®™ oo also ke
caser.. bo. compare b IbQD’US and . bhe<
prices. Arm‘d/\u rOsoN IS thod Yo
dont..even. hase bo  (eave e  houwse 6O hw
OO Q- DA ibeams.. MB{W mb&
ANoMLERCRS | SUC. QS hqum% = %mt U
cowd  dotous Over, Hs can ke (b puh
eosier 3OC Pl to. Feol. Your -
PSINg,. . et e Haw\%ﬁdn %wmq
Mo YW los. . beo. mudn. i omation and . ikemg. S0
oo onoKe b GXSbcm% hoxd  bo  choose, . (dﬁur
.me% can. ol Yo e rodarn Luabh
=¥a eN SAUHVE AUT N Qompmmm Noue. ol o
AU to. abne s Gorrp&[um and Yau.may gty

emails. . 2D Bo e ngegmr% Progucts ; uhck
con . \oesonne. . .m’\r\obg\r\ci

Plus

Examiner Comments

This student has given a well balanced range of benefits and drawbacks of shopping online,
attempting to justify each point made.

This student has not gained full marks since they have made a number of spelling mistakes and
errors in grammar and the response is not as well organised as it could be.
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*(ii) Many people shop online,

Discuss the benefits and drawbacks to the customer of shopping online.

.‘&Y\f«F\' rs .

.

This student has identified some benefits and drawbacks and has sensibly
structured them into the relevant categories.

However, the suggested benefits/drawbacks are not really explained in any detail.

wehfite L. on. 28 heorr o dasg .

You. grt- o Cchance. 4o fae Q. Yange of  \arliehel.
CoAd  @ssibly, ke Cheofer.

\f Yoo Con'd Casig. on. Item, of . tF -Hw n any, JRcCe
n Your vehicle, (41 be ketter 4o buy it pnlire.

%_Ms-_ht_.
& CoAd \ncreace. a Rhance . oF . Nty -\-Hz(l-l-

Examiner Comments

Examiner Tip

Students should be looking to justify points made such as “website is on 24 hours
a day, so customers who work late can still go shopping where otherwise they may
not have the time.”
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Question 5(a)(i)

The majority of students gained the mark on this question.

Question 5(a)(ii)

Most students attempted this question, but a surprisingly large number failed to gain any marks. Of
the students who correctly answered this, most gave responses about being easy to set up, portability
and the fact that they are designed for gaming.

Many candidates who got this wrong seemed to misunderstand the question, often giving suggestions
about games improving hand-eye coordination or other skills.

() Mitch thinks that games consoles are better than PCs for gaming.

State two advantages of using consoles, rather than PCs, for gaming.

 fayy o set up , ploy Slraight awgy. ofter unbodry
2 (omoim e gacal@ afwagned to wppctf 9‘””“"9

Plus

Examiner Comments

This student has shown good awareness, comparing consoles directly with
PCs for the stated use and suggesting two perfectly valid responses.
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Question 5(a)(iii)

Most students were able to gain marks on this question, a large number gaining both available marks.

Where students only gained one mark for this, it was often due to repeating themselves and giving
two similar responses, rather then identifying two different uses. Some students failed to read the
question and suggested different kinds of games.

(i) Modern games consoles are multi-functional devices,

Apart from gaming, give two other uses for games consoles.

1. Swrﬁdliﬁo‘r oC  MMelc R .

(2)

2. AWC&Siqj . H’\Q \n,}”imlk .......................................................................

Examiner Comments

This student has suggested two different uses for consoles.

Question 5(b)

Many candidates gained one or two marks for this question but a large number failed to gain the
second mark due to a lack of explanation of the point suggested.

Question 5(c)(i)

This question was answered correctly by the overwhelming majority of students. Students who did not
get the mark tended to 'shoot themselves in the foot', offering contradictory responses.

(c) Mitch asks Lee to copy a game for him.

(i) State why Lee must not do this.
(1)

, ‘? WO Ca e LD gfﬁﬂlbm\.‘ 7= SN W B e:__«jm/{ s

Examiner Comments

The student has not gained the mark because their explanation is confused.
They could have gained the mark by stating simply: “because of copyright” or
“it is illegal to copy copyrighted material”.
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Question 5(c)(ii)

Many students failed to gain the marks for this question.

Many did not answer from the point of view of the company and some simply did not justify their

responses.

(i) Many gaming companies allow users to download games straight to their
console.

Give one advantage to the company of allowing this.

e Q}r\zzo?qr Ac,r te. comp% Lamake. oy .

Examiner Comments

The student has identified that it is cheaper and has stated why.

(i) Many gaming companies allow users to download games straight to their
console.

Give one advantage to the company of allowing this.

Mo e
. h:f.—s{_ by L(\-ﬁ.e;’.\.]‘l 2. “ IR "t W P, ¥ - B e .

2lus

Examiner Comments

(1)

(1)

The student does not gain the mark as they have not identified why the company is making more money.
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Question 5(c)(iii)

The quality of responses for this question showed that students have a good awareness of
environmental issues.

Many candidates gained at least one mark, only failing to gain two, because they did not go on and
explain the benefit they identified.

(i) Explain one environmental benefit of downloading games rather than buying
them on disk.
(2)
When Ane Game brotces B Couicd hin. ‘&
ol kL Noule 4.0.. to o e
Sike sl Pleshe o kot Big Degredecse.

ond \Wwilt ner (o) Uﬂvcitj_l

Plus

Examiner Comments

The student has given the benefit - that the game may be disposed of eventually
(less waste), and has explained this benefit - the lack of need for landfill.

Question 5(d)

A significant number of students managed to gain more than half of the marks, showing a good
knowledge and awareness of the impact of digital devices.

However, as with question 4(c)(ii), few candidates achieved level 3 as the responses were rather
simplistic in that points were made without any real justification or explanation. Also, in this question
a large number of students gave very one-sided and rather negative responses, not discussing at all

at the positive benefits of digital devices.

*(d) Discuss how the use of digital devices can impact on people’s health and
wellbeing.
(6)

Many ch dol . dowices. can. affect people’s healky...and. weld..
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Plus

Examiner Comments

This student response, whilst well structured, and with some well-made points, focuses only on the negative.
To achieve level 3 candidates need to present a balanced discussion of positive as well as negative issues.

Additionally, whilst the student has tried to justify most of their points, some of these justifications are not
actually valid.

Examiner Tip

Unless a question specifically asks them to, students should be looking to give a balanced
discussion of positive and negative aspects of the topic tested.

Students should provide justification for points that they have made.
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Despite the fact that this was the first assessment series, the majority of students gave thoughtful and
mature responses to most of the questions asked. This is particularly encouraging since candidates
have only been studying this new course since September.

Students showed good knowledge of the key concepts and showed that the ethos of this
qualification, to develop 'tech savvy' users, seems to have been embraced by the centres. Students
showed excellent awareness of available and new technologies and their potential uses, online
environments including the goods and services available and also the underlying issues. There were
some examples of very high levels of awareness and understanding displayed in the responses seen.

Students need to develop their awareness of the required level of response to the command word
used. Also, despite almost all candidates displaying excellent knowledge, their ability to identify
exactly what is being asked of them in the question does need to be addressed. As a result, a number
of candidates failed to gain marks by not reading or responding accurately to the question that was
being asked of them.

Finally, despite showing wide-ranging awareness of the issues involved, students need to develop a more
discussion-based approach to answering the 'essay-style' questions that appear in questions 4 and 5.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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