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CORE UNIT - RELIGIOUS STUDIES

CHRISTIANITY AND CONTEMPORARY LIFESTYLES

Answer Question 1 (Section A) and either Question 2 or Question 3 (Section B).

SECTION A

Answer all parts of this question.

1. Study Source A below and then answer the questions which follow.

Source A

(a) What does Source A tell you about Christian marriage? [2]
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(b) Explain why getting married in a church is important to Christians. [4]
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(c) Explain why some people choose to live together before getting married. [4]
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Study Source B below and then answer the questions which follow.

Source B

(d) Describe the ways in which the church community could help young people. [6]
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(176-05)

‘Family life has changed a lot in recent years. Divorce rates are very high.
Fewer people are going to church. This makes it very difficult for the church to
reach out to young people, especially those who need help the most. Churches
could play an important role in helping families and young people through
these difficult times.’

[An opinion of a church vicar in Newport]



5

Turn over.

Examiner
only

Arholwr
yn unig

(e) ‘The Church should not try to affect the personal lives of people.’
What arguments could be given for and against this view? Explain your answer fully. [8]
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END OF SECTION A(176-05)



6 Examiner
only

Arholwr
yn unig

SECTION B

Answer either Question 2 or Question 3.

2. Look at the information below and then answer the questions which follow.

(a) Describe the purpose of prayer. [4]
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(b) Explain why some Christians use objects to assist them in prayer. [4]
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INFORMATION

These people are praying. Prayer can be both private and
communal. An example of a communal prayer would be saying the
‘Our Father’ as a congregation at church on a Sunday morning.
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(c) ‘For prayer to be meaningful it should be private at all times.’
What reasons could be given for and against this view? Explain your answer fully. [8]
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Turn over.(176-05)



8 Examiner
only

Arholwr
yn unig

3. Look at the information below and then answer the questions which follow.

(a) Describe the parable of the Good Samaritan. [4]
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(b) Explain the importance of the parable of the Good Samaritan to Christian belief and
practice. [4]
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INFORMATION

This is a drawing of the Good Samaritan, a
parable found in Luke 10:30-37



9 Examiner
only

Arholwr
yn unig

(c) ‘Fewer and fewer people are prepared to help those in need today.’
What arguments could be given for and against this view? Explain your answer fully. [8]
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