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Section A

Some of the questions require you to use sources. In these questions, you will need to use
your knowledge of the topic to interpret and evaluate the sources.

You are advised to spend about 25 minutes on this section.

Answer EITHER Question 1 OR Question 2.

1 Study the sources carefully and then answer the questions which follow.

SOURCE A

An illustration of the domestic system in the early eighteenth century.
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SOURCE B

A description of children working in the mills, from a novel written in 1840.

1 (a) Study Source A.

What can you learn from Source A about the domestic system? Use details of the source and
your knowledge to explain your answer. [5]

(b) How did John Kay’s invention of the flying shuttle change the production of cloth? [6]

(c) Study Source B.

Does this source fully describe the poor working conditions in mills in the early nineteenth
century? Use the source and your knowledge to explain your answer. [9]

The unending noise of the million hissing wheels, the smells that are all around. All this
is terrible but what upsets me most are the hundreds of helpless children whose thin
and distorted limbs and dim hollow eyes give each tiny, trembling body an unrealistic
look of premature old age.
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2 Study the sources carefully and then answer the questions which follow.

SOURCE C

An eighteenth-century cartoon about road travel.

SOURCE D

A French visitor to England writing in the early eighteenth century.

2 (a) Study Source C.

What can you learn about road travel from this cartoon? Use details of the source and your
knowledge to explain your answer. [5]

(b) How did the work of Thomas Telford improve road transport? [6]

(c) Study Source D.

Does this source fully explain the impact of turnpikes? Use the source and your knowledge to
explain your answer. [9]

The turnpike roads are magnificent being wide, smooth and well kept. In this country,
everyone who uses these roads is obliged to contribute towards the cost of repair. At
equal distances there are gates called ‘Turnpikes’ where you have to pay. The keeper
of the turnpike gives you a ticket and a token, so that you need not pay a second time
on your way back that same day.
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Section B

You are advised to spend about 35 minutes on this section.

Answer ONE question.

You must answer ALL parts of the question you choose.

3 (a) Describe the organisation of arable (crop growing) land in the open-field system. [4]

(b) Explain why animals were often of poor quality in the open-field system. [6]

(c) The following were equally important in increasing agricultural production:

(i) Lord Townshend (crop rotation);

(ii) Robert Bakewell (animal breeding);

(iii) Jethro Tull (machinery).

Do you agree? Explain your answer, referring only to (i), (ii) and (iii). [10]

4 (a) In what ways were ordinary villagers affected by enclosure? [4]

(b) Explain why enclosure was expensive to introduce. [6]

(c) The following were equally important reasons for the introduction of enclosure:

(i) the growth in population;

(ii) the wars with France;

(iii) the inefficiency of the open-field system.

Do you agree? Explain your answer, referring only to (i), (ii) and (iii). [10]

5 (a) What problems faced the iron industry at the beginning of the eighteenth century? [4]

(b) Explain why the demand for iron increased in the period up to 1850. [6]

(c) The following were equally important to the growth of the iron industry:

(i) the Darby family (cast iron);

(ii) John Wilkinson (promoting the use of iron);

(iii) Henry Cort (wrought iron).

Do you agree? Explain your answer, referring only to (i), (ii) and (iii). [10]

6 (a) What was ‘railway mania’? [4]

(b) Explain why some people objected to the development of early railways. [6]

(c) The following were equally important to railway development:

(i) the Stockton to Darlington railway;

(ii) the Rainhill Trials;

(iii) the work of Isambard Kingdom Brunel.

Do you agree? Explain your answer, referring only to (i), (ii) and (iii). [10]
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Section C: Thematic Study

Poverty, c.1815–c.1990

You are advised to spend about 1 hour on this section.

Answer Question 7 and ONE other question.

When answering Question 7, you will need to use your knowledge of the topic to
interpret the source.

7 Study the source carefully and then answer the questions which follow.

SOURCE E

A photograph of dinner-time in a workhouse about 1900.

7 Study Source E.

(a) What can you learn from this source about workhouse life? Use the source and your
knowledge to explain your answer. [4]

(b) Explain how the work of William Booth helped the poor. [5]

(c) Explain why the Liberal governments introduced reforms to help the poor in the early years of
the twentieth century. [6]
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Choose ONE of the following two questions.

You must answer ALL parts of the question you choose.

8 (a) Describe how the poor were treated under the Old Poor Law. [4]

(b) Explain why some people thought the Old Poor Law needed to be reformed. [6]

(c) How successful was the New Poor Law of 1834 in its first fifty years? Explain your answer. [10]

9 (a) Describe how the poor reacted to the problems of poverty in the 1930s. [4]

(b) Why did the unemployed dislike the Means Test? [6]

(c) How successful was government action in dealing with poverty in the 1930s? Explain your
answer. [10]
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