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6.6 MODERN WORLD STUDY: YELTSIN�S RUSSIA

Objectives Being Assessed

Recall, select, organise and deploy knowledge of the syllabus content.

Describe, analyse and explain:

• the events, changes and issues studied;
• the key features and characteristics of the periods, people, societies or situations studied.

Assignment

Study the sources and the background sheet on �The History of Modern Russia (1917�1992).

�There is a general feeling amongst those I meet here that (modern) Russia is as rotten as the
Communist state it replaced.�  (Michael Palin, during his visit to Russia in 1997.)

• Do you think that a Russian today would be more contented living in Yeltsin�s Russia,
than living under Communist rule?  Give your reasons for this answer.

• Look at the sources carefully.  Explain how far you think these sources give an accurate
picture of life in modern Russia since the end of communism.

Advice to Candidates

Marks will be given as follows.

Question 1

Marks 1�3

You will be given these marks if you give a general answer with no real reference made to the
sources.  More marks will be given if you look at a few sources, but fail to investigate the
Communist past or present-day Russia in any detail, or come to any sort of conclusion.

Marks 3�10

You will gain this middle range of marks if you can analyse and explain key features of the
Communist past and Russian present.  Also if you have tried to make a valid conclusion based
upon the possible Russian attitudes towards past and present Russia.

Marks 10�15

You recognise that there may be a range of different attitudes towards present-day Russia and
the communist Russia of the past.  Use the majority of sources in evidence and ideas/written
work has been organised well.  Conclusions based upon the different attitudes are included in
the assignment.
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Question 2

Marks 1�3

You show you have understood the information in the source and believe it to be accurate.  You
might question whether a source/sources are biased but no real attempt at evaluation is made.

Marks 4�7

You evaluate some of the sources and come to a limited conclusion based upon your findings.

Marks 8�10

The majority of the sources have been evaluated and a conclusion has been reached based upon
the evaluation that has been made.
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6.7 MODERN WORLD STUDY: THE IRISH QUESTION

What are the chances of peace in 1999?

This is your first coursework assignment in GCSE History.  It is worth 12.5% of the final grade
and you will be given a mark out of 25 for it.

The Modern World Study is designed to show the connection between past and present; it
focuses on a problem or issue from current world events.  We have studied The Irish Question
and you have been able to see how the present situation can only be understood through a
knowledge of past events in Ireland.

There is one assessment objective being targeted in this assignment.  Read the following
information about it carefully; it will help you see how you can be successful in your work.

Objective 1: Recall, select, organise and use knowledge from the Ireland module.  Describe,
analyse and explain events, changes and issues studied and key
features/characteristics of the periods, people, societies and situations studied.

TASK

Answer the questions which are on the back of this sheet.  You have your exercise book and the
Modern Ireland textbook to help you in your answers.

Good luck!
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What are the chances of peace in 1999?

1. What are the main differences between the beliefs of the Republicans/Nationalists and the
Loyalists/Unionists? (5 marks)

2. Choose two events from the last 400 years, which are particularly important in shaping the
views of:

a) The Loyalists/Unionists/Protestants

b) The Republicans/Nationalists/Catholics.

Explain your answer carefully.  Think about the images you see on posters, banners and
wall paintings.

You may use the same example in both sections. (8 marks)

3. Previous attempts to bring peace to Northern Ireland have failed.  What problems will need
to be overcome if the current peace talks in 1999 are to succeed?

In your answer you should consider:

• two previous attempts at peace in your lifetime;
• the breakthroughs that have been made;
• the problems that still exist. (12 marks)
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Mark Scheme

Objective 1 is to determine the level of the answer: describe, analyse and explain events,
changes and issues studied AND key features/characteristics of the periods, people, societies
and situations studied.

Objective 1 is to determine the mark within the level: recall, select, organise and use knowledge
from the Ireland module.

1. What are the main differences between the beliefs of the Republicans/Nationalists and the
Loyalists/Unionists?

Level 1 Identifies valid beliefs. (1�2 marks)
E.g. wants to stay part of UK.

Level 2 Describes range of beliefs. (2�3 marks)
Describes beliefs in detail; may make simple comparisons.

Level 3 Compares beliefs of different groups. (4�5 marks)
Direct comparison of the beliefs, understanding that both sides have differences
within them, e.g. between IRA and SDLP.

2. Choose two events from the last 400 years, which are particularly important in shaping the
views of:

a) The Loyalists/Unionists/Protestants;

b) The Republicans/Nationalists/Catholics.

Level 1 Identifies valid event(s) for (a) (b). (1 mark)
E.g. the Famine, Battle of the Boyne.

Level 2 Describes valid events for (a)(b). (2�3 marks)
Matches event (a)(b) accurately; briefly describes.
No explanation of how it shaped views.

Level 3 Explains how events shaped views. (4�6 marks)
Explains why each event is important to (a)(b) and how event affects present day
views.

Level 4 Explains significance of events for one sector within (a), (b). (7�8 marks)
Differentiates views/opinions within (a)(b).
OR
Chooses same event for (a) and (b) and explains implications for both
communities.
E.g. Act of Union, Troops in 1969.
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3. Previous attempts to bring peace to Northern Ireland have failed.  What problems will need
to be overcome if the current peace talks in 1999 are to succeed?

Level 1 Valid general assertions. (1�2 marks)
E.g. religious differences must be overcome, violence must stop, hatred/distrust must
cease.
No support given from either sources or contextual knowledge.

Level 2 Uses sources or contextual knowledge to identify previous attempts/
progress/issues causing problems. (3�5 marks)
E.g. Identifies points in sources that cause problems e.g. end to Republic�s claim to
Northern Ireland, inter-governmental conference set up.  Or identifies past events
which cause problems e.g. Bloody Sunday, marching tradition.  Award 5�6 marks
only if considers both sides (Nationalist and Unionist).

Level 3 Uses sources and contextual knowledge to describe previous attempts/
progress/issues causing problems. (6�9 marks)
Can describe issues arising from the sources and from past events that relate to
previous attempts/progress/problems.
Award 9�10 marks only if considers both sides.

Level 4 Uses sources and contextual knowledge to explain previous attempts/
progress/issues causing problems. (10�12 marks)
Produces well argued analysis of the issues, explaining the obstacles standing in the
way of peace talks and a permanent solution.




