6.5 MODERN WORLD STUDY: ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT

THE WYE RIVER AGREEMENT 1998 (PROVIDED BY COLYTON GRAMMAR
SCHOOL HISTORY DEPARTMENT)

Question 1

Objective 1 — The ability to select, organise and deploy information in order to describe,
analyse and explain key features of a topic.

Using the sources provided and your own knowledge, answer the following question:

In your assessment, how likely is it that the Wye River Agreement will lead to lasting
peace? (20 marks)

Sources: The Independent, Thursday October 22™ 1998
The Guardian, Saturday October 24" 1998
The Observer, Sunday October 25™ 1998

Note: Make use of the videos you have watched recently and timeline of the events of 1998.
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Source 1

The Independent, Thursday 22 October 1998

MIDDLE EAST peace talks
were hanging by & thread last
night, poised between total
collapse and agreement.

The Israeli delegation io the
negotiations, led by Prime
Minister Bergamin Netanyahu,
reporiedly threatened to pudi
oul, saying that s security
needs were not being med.

The US was preparing to put
the text of an agreement jo Is-
raelis and Palestinians inwhat
armounted to a last-ditch “take
it or leave it” gambit. That
would put Israel ina highly dif-
ficudt position, facing the choioe
of negotiating on to reach a
more scceptable text, or jeav-
tng, and alienating its only real
alfy

Both moves looked ke dra-
matic last-minute negotiating
ploys, with agreements only
inches away But officials
warned thsl in the pressure-
conker atmosphere, failure was
still possible. President Clinton
was assessing whether it was
worth lntervening again in the
talks, anpther piece of last-
minute brinkmanship.

The Palestinians at the talks
said thal they were broadly
happy. But the Israeli officials
said that they were deeply uh-
happy, US officials said that they
had been approached by one
delegation to discuss departure
arrangements and [sraeli offt
cials said that Mr Netanyahu
wiss ready to go. Yesterday was
tis birthday. He was 49,

Jamie Rubin, the US State
Department spokesman, would
only say that it was a “critical”
moment for the tatks, which
have been going on for seven
days. President Bill Clinton,
who convened the talks, has

By ANDREW MARSHALL
in Wye Mills

spert 55 hours at the confer-
ence centre in rucs! Marviand.
Mr Rubin added: “1tis not at all
clear that the tough choices
necessary to reach an agree-
ment can or will be made.”

The plan set down by the
Americans covers & further
Israeli withdrawal from 13
per cent of the occupled West
Bank, and security commit-
ments by the Palestinians in
exchange. The Palestinians
want to goforward to anew is-
raeli redeploymert, and to pre-
pare the ground for s
Permanent Status agreement
which would cover Palestinian
statehood. Israel is reluctant
and wanis tougher security
Euarantees.

The US plan ventres on a
proposed security agreement,
to be policed by the Central
Intelligence Agency, which
would assess  Palestinian
arrests of thase suspected of
attacking Israelis. Israel wants
those people extradited for trial
in Israel; the Palestinians reject
thix, and the American vom-
promise would effectively set
the US - and the CIA ~ a5 ar-
biter

Though nobody wonld
confirm or deny H, George
Tenet, the CIA direclor, was
thought to have been st lalks on
Tuesday night  involving
Mr Clinton; Mr Netanyahu;
Yasser Arafat, the Palestinian
President; Madeleine Albright,
the US Becretary of State; and
King Hussein of Jordan - an
extraordinary constellation of
forces for what was an interim
agreement.
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Source 1 continued
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Source 1 continued

The Key question: How much of the West Bank is

Israel willing to give up?

O: Why are lsrael, the Poles-
Hrans aved the US mesting
now in Moryland?

A President Clinton has shown

greater urgency in trying to bro-

ker an agrecment between

Israel and the Palestinians

since the Monica Lewinsky af-

fair. He is hungry for a diplo-
matle victory and willing to
devote time and effort to ob-
taining it. Yasser Arvafal, thwe

Palestinian leader; is threaten-

ing to declare a Palestinian

state next May, ending the
process started by the Oslo

peace aceords in 1993,

& How much land will the
Palestinigns get?

A: The interim agreement of

1996 divided the West Bank

into three zones. Palestinians

A Israel is demanding a re-
duction in the size of Palestin-
ian police force from 36,000 {0
24,000, the arrest of Islamic
fundamentalists, the confisca-
tion of arms, and the detention
of 30 named Palestinians ag-
cused of murdering Israelis,
The C1A is to monitor the de-
tention of fundamentalists,

Mr Arsfat is resisting the
mnﬁmhmdmmmdtm
reduction in the size of his por
lce foree.

Q: Why is lsrael asking for the
annubment of Palestinign
covenant?

A: Tsraeld holds that the Pales-

tinian covenant calls for its de-

struction. It was amended in

1996 by Palestinians with the

agreement of the previous

have full control of 2one A,
This is only 3 per cent of the
land of the West Bank. It in-
cludes the cities of Nablus, Be-
mallaly, Jeriche and Hebron
aanwell as three smaller towns,
Muost of the 1.5 million Pales-
fintans on the West Bank live in
e B tsee map) where the
Palestiniany have civilian and
the lsraelis military control
Zone C ix wholly under lsraeli
control

Under an American plansc-
vepted by MrArsiat and MrNe-
tanyahn, the Isrpeli prime
minister, 13 per cent of the
West Bank will be transferred
from zone C to B, from full to
partial Jsraeli control; 3 per cent
of this will be to » nsture re
serve, where Palestinians will
not be allowed to bulld

Israeli government and the
US. Mr Netanyahu hoids that it
must be amended again. Mr
Arafat is expected to agree to
change it af the end of the 1s-
racii redeployment,

Q: What gre Polestinian cen-
tral Polestinian demonds
other than land?

A: The Palestinkans want to see

some 3,000 prisoners released.

Thev also want to see Gaza port

ang alrport opened slong with

the right to travel between

Gaza and the West Bank.

G What will be the political
m&qnencmqfagmm

A Ekir Arafai will round up
miembers of Hamas, as be has
done before. This will be mon-

Afuriber 152 percemt will be
trapsferred from zone Bio A
This iz far less than the Pales
tirdans expocted, but six times
what they have at present,

The lsrael plan s to keep B0
pier cent of the West Bank and
uitimately allow the Palestini-
ans tohold 46 per centof it The
Palestinian enclaves will be
surrounded by lsraeli-con-
trofled territory onall sides,

Repeated closures have jed
to 4 30 per cent fall In Uw
Palestinian standard of Bving
since the Oslo acoords in 1993,
The Israel withdrawal will take
place stage by stage as the
Palestinians implement seco-
ity messures.

Q: What securify mensures will
the Polestiniang tntroduce?

Hored by the CLA. Palestindan
public opinion will probably
wear this if they see progress
on an Isreel withdrawal, The
Palestinians will try Lo ensure
that the US and not Israel de-
cides on whether it is fulfilling
its security obligations,

The most serious political of-
fect of a West Bank pullback will
be on Israell politics where the
settlers and the far right are
likely to break with Mr Ne-
{anyshy Tor the first time.

There is nio reason for hix

ot to fall, since he
should be able to rely on voles
from the Labour opposiion
who back Oslo. The far right
and the settlers un the West
Bank do not have anywhere
else to go. :
PaTriCR COUKBURN
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