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6.3 HISTORY AROUND US: BEACON HILL

(Provided jointly by Wrenn and Wollaston Schools)

BEACON HILL

Assignment
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The Assignment

The assignment will count for 12.5% of your final mark.

The assignment requires you to investigate an historical site and examine it closely.  You will
then be required to analyse and evaluate different representations and interpretations of the site
over a period of time.

Your Task

Read the question below.

Beacon Hill is a man-made hill standing in the centre of Wollaston.  For many years, historians
have disagreed about why it was built.

a) Using the evidence contained in the sources, what different theories have historians put
forward as to why Beacon Hill was constructed?

b) Using your own personal investigation of the site, and analysing and evaluating
evidence contained in the sources, try to decide which view is more likely to be correct.

What do I get marks for?

Marks are given to those candidates who can:

1 identify differences in the way historical sites have been interpreted, and support their
conclusions from their own evidence and the other sources;

2 identify differences and explain why they are different, can evaluate and use critically a
range of sources to investigate and draw relevant conclusions;

3 make balanced judgements about the value of sources, and reach reasoned and
substantiated conclusions.

Good luck!
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Beacon Hill

Beacon Hill is a man-made hill standing in the centre of Wollaston.  For many years historians
have disagreed about why it was built.  The theories include:

• A Bronze Age barrow (c.2000 BC�c.1000 BC).  These were man-made mounds of stone,
wood, or earth piled up over the remains of the dead, especially important people.  Often
possessions would also be buried.

• A Roman Specula (43AD�407AD).  These were fortresses used to protect the Romans and
their allies (friendly native tribes) against those tribes who were their enemies.

• A 12th century motte and bailey castle.  These were castles made of earth and wood, which
were relatively quick and easy to build.

• A signalling station at the time of the Spanish Armada (1588).  When the Spanish Armada
(ships) were close to England a way of sending a warning across the country was needed.  A
series of large beacons (bonfires) were built on hilltops so that when they were lit the smoke
could be seen a long way off.  Each beacon was lit in turn as the smoke from its nearest
neighbour became visible.
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Your Task

1 On arriving at the site, draw a sketch of the mound and the surrounding features.  Mark
on your sketch:

The general shape of the mound and the measurements of the slope and the flat area on
top of the mound.  Are there any other features near the mound that deserve a mention?
If so, include them.

Make a sketch of the view from the top of the mound � include nearby features
particularly any old buildings and what can be seen from the top of the mound.

2 On returning to the classroom:

Draw both sketches in neat.
Draw a map of the location of Beacon Hill (use village maps to help you)
Write 1�2 sides on a description of the site.  Include:

a) a description of the mound inc. relevant measurements

b) what can be seen from the top of the mound

c) Beacon Hill�s location in the village and whether any old buildings are nearby.

You will be using these findings as evidence.  Make sure your written work/diagrams/maps are
as neat and as detailed as possible.

Good luck!
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How do I get started?

Your task is to decide why Beacon Hill was built.

First you need to sift the evidence.  Use the table below to help you.

Remember that you should be analysing and evaluating the evidence and using these findings to
make a decision.

Source Does the source
provide us with
any clues as to
why Beacon Hill
was built?
(Yes/No)

Information from
the source that
gives us an idea
as to why Beacon
Hill was built.

Is this evidence
reliable?  Give as
many reasons as
you can.

Source 1

Source 2

Source 3
(Etc)

Remember to include the table in your own fieldwork studies.
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Read carefully through the sources below.
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SOURCE 11
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SOURCE 12

Enclosure map of Wollaston 1789.  Again Beacon Hill is marked and is given its
present name.
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Mark Scheme

Objectives 2 and 3: comprehension, interpretation and evaluation of a range of sources:

Level 1 Either gives an opinion with little/no reference to the evidence or uses the evidence
only at face value.  (1�5 marks)

Level 2 Interprets some evidence but fails to build a supported conclusion.  (6�10 marks)

Level 3 Evaluates some evidence and builds a conclusion. (10�15 marks)

Level 4 Evaluates the evidence to reach a reasoned and substantiated conclusion.
(15�20 marks)

Level 5 Produces an answer which evaluates all the options thoroughly and has a conclusion
that recognises that it cannot be totally certain from the evidence available.

(20�25 marks)

General marking guidance

Except for the qualitative difference between the levels one and two, overlapping mark schemes
are designed to take account of the wide potential range of source use.  Marks rise (within the
appropriate level) with the number of sources used and the degree of detail with which they are
discussed.

Evaluation of sources should show awareness of their strengths and weaknesses, leading to
judgements about their value and enabling substantiated conclusions to be reached.  Higher
level responses are likely to cross-reference the sources.


