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Option A: Britain, c.1815–c.1850


SOURCES A–C FOR QUESTION 1


Source A: From an article in a magazine, 1825.


All persons interested in canals may unite against the railway and argue that it invades private property.  
The railways cross turnpike roads, rivers and canals.  They pass through lands occupied by noblemen 
and gentlemen, annoying them with clouds of smoke.  The railways will frighten the cattle. 
 


Source B: Details of opposition in 1834 to plans to build the Great Western Railway.


They claimed that passengers would be smothered in tunnels, and those that escaped would be burned in 
the carriages.  Engines would fall down the steep embankments and people’s necks would be broken.


A farmer objected to it because his cows might be killed.  A gentleman objected because no benefits to 
the public could make up for destroying the beauties of his estate. 
 


Source C: A picture of a railway crash in the mid-nineteenth century.
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Option B: The American West, c.1840–c.1895


SOURCES D–F FOR QUESTION 5


Source D: A woman homesteader photographed outside a sod house in North Dakota in the
mid-nineteenth century.


 


Source E: A woman homesteader describes her life after moving to the West in the 1830s.


The children slept in the loft; but my bed, my desk and all my cooking things filled this one single 
room. My table, with the remains of today’s dinner, and the preparations for tomorrow’s meal, was 
always covered by a large cloth to keep off the mice.  There was no end to the bread that the children 
ate from morning till night – at least it seemed so.  The heat from the fire used for baking drove us all 
out of doors.


Washing days were in the open air by the side of the creek.
 


Source F: A man remembers his mother who was a homesteader on the Plains in the mid-nineteenth 
century.


According to what I’ve been told, Mother herded cattle all day long in the broiling sun. The next 
morning, at around 2.00 a.m., I was born.  No doctor, no midwife, just Mother and God; and two days 
later she was up and about doing her regular housework.
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Option C: Germany, c.1919–c.1945


SOURCES G–I FOR QUESTION 9


Source G: A diary entry, written in December 1918, by an English woman living in Berlin. 


The Social Democrat Party have not had time to become a really strong government in Germany.  The 
country is still at heart sympathetic to the Kaiser. 


I believe that the German people need an inspiring leader.  They do not have that in the figure of short, 
stout President Ebert with a bald head, a top-hat and black coat.
 


Source H: A cartoon of the German President Ebert from a Communist newsletter in 1919.  It had 
a caption saying ‘Germany, you have a pig of a problem’.


 


Source I: From a speech in 1919 by Dr Kapp, leader of the right-wing Freikorps.


Prices are rising. Hardship is growing. Starvation threatens. The government lacks authority and is 
incapable of overcoming the danger.  We are threatened with destruction by communism.
 


END


Every effort has been made to contact the copyright holders where possible.   In some cases, every effort to contact 
copyright holders has been unsuccessful and Edexcel will be happy to rectify any omissions of acknowledgement at the first 
opportunity.
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Option A: Britain, c.1815–c.1850

Answer Question 1 and TWO of Questions 2, 3 and 4.

Write your answers in the answer book provided.

1. (a) Study Sources A, B and C.

  What can you learn from these sources about the reasons why some people opposed the 
building of railways in Britain?

(5)

 (b) Use your own knowledge to explain the part played by the navvies in the building of the 
railways in Britain.

(8)

 (c) Use your own knowledge.

  EITHER

  (i) Explain how the railways changed the lives of working people.
(12)

  OR

  (ii) Why were railways important for the economy of Britain?
(12)

(Total 25 marks)
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Answer TWO of the following questions.

2. Was the New Poor Law system of 1834 a success?  Explain your answer.

 You could include the following in your answer and any other information of your own.

• By 1838, 575 Poor Law Unions had been set up, each with an elected Board of Guardians.

• The cost of Poor Relief fell from £6,758,000 in 1833 to £4,773,000 in 1843.

• In 1845 conditions in the Andover Workhouse were investigated. 

(Total 15 marks)

3. Why did the demand for electoral reform increase in the years 1815–32?  Explain your answer.

 You could include the following in your answer and any other information of your own.

• Only 1 in 10 adult men had the right to vote.

• The Birmingham Political Union was formed in 1830.

• Swing Riots took place in 1830–31.

(Total 15 marks)

4. How successful was the Chartist movement in the years 1836–50?  Explain your answer.

 You could include the following in your answer and any other information of your own.

• The People’s Charter was published in 1838.

• Over 500 leading Chartists were imprisoned in 1840.

• By 1850, the Chartists had set up 130 Co-operative societies.

(Total 15 marks)

TOTAL FOR OPTION A: 55 MARKS
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Option B: The American West, c.1840–c.1895

Answer Question 5 and TWO of Questions 6, 7 and 8.

Write your answers in the answer book provided.

5. (a) Study Sources D, E and F.

  What can you learn from these sources about the problems faced by the women homesteaders 
who settled on the Plains in the nineteenth century?

(5)

 (b) Use your own knowledge to explain the role of women within the Plains Indian tribes.
(8)

 (c) Use your own knowledge.

  EITHER

  (i) Explain the importance of the buffalo to the way of life of the Plains Indians.
(12)

  OR

  (ii) Explain how conditions on the Plains influenced the way of life of the Plains Indians.
(12)

(Total 25 marks)
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Answer TWO of the following questions.

6. Why did large numbers of people move to the West of the United States in the 1840s and 1850s? 
Explain your answer.

 You could include the following in your answer and any other information of your own.

• In 1837 there was a financial crisis in the eastern United States.

• In 1843 the US government said that every family arriving in Oregon could claim 640 
acres of free land.

• In 1846 the Mormons travelled to the Great Salt Lake.

(Total 15 marks)

7. Did the building of railroads solve the problems faced by the homesteaders trying to settle on the 
Plains?  Explain your answer.

 You could include the following in your answer and any other information of your own.

• There was a lack of wood on the Plains for building and for fencing land.

• The railroads transported machinery from the east to the Plains.

• There were plagues of grasshoppers in 1871, 1874 and 1875. 

(Total 15 marks)

8. Was the Indian victory at the Battle of Little Big Horn a lasting one?  Explain your answer.

 You could include the following in your answer and any other information of your own.

• Custer and 225 of his men were killed at Little Big Horn in 1876.

• The Dawes Act was passed in 1887.

• 250 Plains Indians were shot by the US army at Wounded Knee in 1891.

(Total 15 marks)
TOTAL FOR OPTION B: 55 MARKS
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Option C: Germany, c.1919–c.1945

Answer Question 9 and TWO of Questions 10, 11 and 12.

Write your answers in the answer book provided.

9. (a) Study Sources G, H and I.

  What can you learn from these sources about the attitudes of people in Germany towards the 
new government?

(5)

 (b) Use your own knowledge to describe the importance of the work of Stresemann for the Weimar 
Republic in the years 1923–29.

(8)

 (c) Use your own knowledge.

  EITHER

  (i) Explain why the German people were angered by the terms of the Treaty of Versailles in 
1919.

(12)

  OR

  (ii) Explain why events in 1923 caused problems for the Weimar Republic.
(12)

(Total 25 marks)
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Answer TWO of the following questions.

10. Why was the Nazi party able to increase its support from the German people in the years 1924–31? 
Explain your answer.

 You could include the following in your answer and any other information of your own.

• In 1925 Hitler published his book, Mein Kampf. 

• In October 1929 the Wall Street Crash occurred.

• In 1930 the President had to use the emergency powers of Article 48. 

(Total 15 marks)

11. Was the Nazis’ use of propaganda the main reason for their control over the German people in the 
years 1933–39?  Explain your answer.

 You could include the following in your answer and any other information of your own.

• In 1933 Goebbels was appointed Minister of Public Enlightenment and Propaganda.

• In 1936 the Gestapo became the state secret police under the command of Himmler.

• In 1936 the Olympic Games were held in Berlin.

(Total 15 marks)

12. Why was there so little opposition to the Nazi party from the Churches in Germany?  Explain your 
answer.

 You could include the following in your answer and any other information of your own.

• In 1933 the Catholic Church signed a Concordat with Hitler.

• In 1933 the Reich Church was set up.

• Protestant preachers who set up the ‘Confessional Church’ were put into concentration 
camps.

(Total 15 marks)

TOTAL FOR OPTION C: 55 MARKS

TOTAL FOR PAPER: 55 MARKS

END
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