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Paper B1: The American West, c.1840–c.1895


SOURCES A–C FOR QUESTION 1


Source A: A woman homesteader photographed outside a sod house in North Dakota in the 
mid-nineteenth century.


 


Source B: A woman homesteader describes her life after moving to the West in the 1830s.


The children slept in the loft; but my bed, my desk and all my cooking things filled this one single 
room.  My table, with the remains of today’s dinner, and the preparations for tomorrow’s meal, was 
always covered by a large cloth to keep off the mice.  There was no end to the bread that the children 
ate from morning till night – at least it seemed so.  The heat from the fire used for baking drove us all 
out of doors.


Washing days were in the open air by the side of the creek.
 


Source C: A man remembers his mother who was a homesteader on the Plains in the mid-nineteenth 
century.


According to what I’ve been told, Mother herded cattle all day long in the broiling sun.  The next 
morning, at around 2.00 a.m., I was born.  No doctor, no midwife, just Mother and God; and two days 
later she was up and about doing her regular housework.
 


END


Every effort has been made to contact the copyright holders where possible.   In some cases, every effort to contact 
copyright holders has been unsuccessful and Edexcel will be happy to rectify any omissions of acknowledgement at first 
opportunity.
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Paper B1: The American West, c.1840–c.1895

Answer Question 1 and EITHER Question 2 OR Question 3.  Write your answers in the 
spaces provided.

1. (a) Study Sources A, B and C.

  What can you learn from these sources about the problems faced by the women 
homesteaders who settled on the Plains in the nineteenth century?

(5)
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 (b) Use your own knowledge to explain the role of women within the Plains Indian 
tribes.

(8)
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 (c) Use your own knowledge.

  EITHER

  (i) Explain the importance of the buffalo to the way of life of the Plains Indians.
(12)

  OR

  (ii) Explain how conditions on the Plains influenced the way of life of the Plains 
Indians.

(12)

 Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box ( ).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ( ) and then indicate your new 

question with a cross ( ).

  Chosen Question Number: (c)(i)                 (c)(ii)
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(Total 25 marks)
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Questions continue on page 10.
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Answer ONE of the following questions.

EITHER

2. Why did large numbers of people move to the West of the United States in the 1840s and 
1850s?  Explain your answer.

 You could include the following in your answer and any other information of your own.

• In 1837 there was a financial crisis in the eastern United States.

• In 1843 the US government said that every family arriving in Oregon could claim 
640 acres of free land.

• In 1846 the Mormons travelled to the Great Salt Lake.

OR

3. Did the building of railroads solve the problems faced by the homesteaders trying to settle 
on the Plains?  Explain your answer.

 You could include the following in your answer and any other information of your own.

• There was a lack of wood on the Plains for building and for fencing land.

• The railroads transported machinery from the east to the Plains.

• There were plagues of grasshoppers in 1871, 1874 and 1875. 

Start your answer on the next page.

(Total 15 marks)

(Total 15 marks)
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box ( ).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ( ) and then indicate your new 

question with a cross ( ).

Chosen Question Number: Question 2 Question 3
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