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Paper A1: Britain, c.1815–c.1850


SOURCES A–C FOR QUESTION 1


Source A: From an article in a magazine, 1825.


All persons interested in canals may unite against the railway and argue that it invades private property. 
The railways cross turnpike roads, rivers and canals.  They pass through lands occupied by noblemen 
and gentlemen, annoying them with clouds of smoke.  The railways will frighten the cattle. 
 


Source B: Details of opposition in 1834 to plans to build the Great Western Railway.


They claimed that passengers would be smothered in tunnels, and those that escaped would be burned in 
the carriages.  Engines would fall down the steep embankments and people’s necks would be broken.


A farmer objected to it because his cows might be killed.  A gentleman objected because no benefits to 
the public could make up for destroying the beauties of his estate. 
 


Source C: A picture of a railway crash in the mid-nineteenth century.


 


END


Every effort has been made to contact the copyright holders where possible.   In some cases, every effort to contact 
copyright holders has been unsuccessful and Edexcel will be happy to rectify any omissions of acknowledgement at first 
opportunity.
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Paper A1: Britain, c.1815–c.1850

Answer Question 1 and EITHER Question 2 OR Question 3.  Write your answers in the 
spaces provided.

1. (a) Study Sources A, B and C.

  What can you learn from these sources about the reasons why some people opposed 
the building of railways in Britain?

(5)
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 (b) Use your own knowledge to explain the part played by the navvies in the building of 
the railways in Britain.

(8)
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 (c) Use your own knowledge.

  EITHER

  (i) Explain how the railways changed the lives of working people.
(12)

  OR

  (ii) Why were railways important for the economy of Britain?
(12)

 Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box ( ).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ( ) and then indicate your new 

question with a cross ( ).

  Chosen Question Number: (c)(i)                 (c)(ii)

   .......................................................................................................................................
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   .......................................................................................................................................
(12) Q1

(Total 25 marks)
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Questions continue on page 10.
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Answer ONE of the following questions.

EITHER

2. Was the New Poor Law system of 1834 a success?  Explain your answer.

 You could include the following in your answer and any other information of your own.

• By 1838, 575 Poor Law Unions had been set up, each with an elected Board of 
Guardians.

• The cost of Poor Relief fell from £6,758,000 in 1833 to £4,773,000 in 1843.

• In 1845 conditions in the Andover Workhouse were investigated. 

OR

3. Why did the demand for electoral reform increase in the years 1815–32?  Explain your 
answer.

 You could include the following in your answer and any other information of your own.

• Only 1 in 10 adult men had the right to vote.

• The Birmingham Political Union was formed in 1830.

• Swing Riots took place in 1830–31.

Start your answer on the next page.

(Total 15 marks)

(Total 15 marks)
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box ( ).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ( ) and then indicate your new 

question with a cross ( ).

Chosen Question Number: Question 2 Question 3
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