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Paper A1: Britain, c.1815–c.1850


SOURCES A–C FOR QUESTION 1


Source A: A newspaper illustration of a Plug Riot in Preston, 1842.  The Chartists were blamed for 
this.


 


Source B: A newspaper account of a Chartist meeting in Suffolk in December 1839.


At half-past nine in the morning, a large number of people gathered.  They then walked in procession 
to the meeting, the people walking five abreast, while many banners with Chartist slogans floated in the 
breeze.  When the place of meeting was reached there were more than 4,000 persons present.  All was 
calm and there was the hum of thousands of human voices.
 


Source C: An article in the Leeds Mercury, 20 August 1842.


Last evening, a Chartist tea party and ball were given at the Carpenters’ Hall.  The room and gallery 
were densely crowded, and an amateur band played.  After tea, a discussion on Chartism took place and 
a few Chartist songs were sung, after which dancing commenced and continued until a late hour.
 


END


Every effort has been made to contact the copyright holders where possible.   In some cases, every effort to contact 
copyright holders has been unsuccessful and Edexcel will be happy to rectify any omissions of acknowledgement at first 
opportunity.
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Paper A1: Britain, c.1815–c.1850

Answer Question 1 and EITHER Question 2 OR Question 3.  Write your answers in the 
spaces provided.

1. (a) Study Sources A, B and C.

   What can you learn from these sources about the activities of the Chartists?
(5)
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   .......................................................................................................................................
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   .......................................................................................................................................

   .......................................................................................................................................
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   .......................................................................................................................................

   .......................................................................................................................................
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 (b) Use your own knowledge to explain why people joined the Chartist movement.
(8)

   .......................................................................................................................................
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   .......................................................................................................................................

   .......................................................................................................................................
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   .......................................................................................................................................
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   .......................................................................................................................................
(8)
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 (c) Use your own knowledge.

  EITHER

  (i) Explain how the 1832 Reform Act changed the electoral system in Britain.
(12)

  OR

  (ii) Explain why the Chartist movement had collapsed by 1850.
(12)

 Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box ( ).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ( ) and then indicate your new 

question with a cross ( ).

  Chosen Question Number: (c)(i)                 (c)(ii)

   .......................................................................................................................................

   .......................................................................................................................................

   .......................................................................................................................................
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   .......................................................................................................................................

   .......................................................................................................................................
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   .......................................................................................................................................
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   .......................................................................................................................................
(12) Q1

(Total 25 marks)
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Questions continue on page 10.
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Answer ONE of the following questions.

EITHER

2. How important was the work of George Stephenson in the development of the railways in 
Britain?  Explain your answer.

 You could include the following in your answer and any other information of your own.

• The Stockton to Darlington railway set the standard gauge for railway tracks.

• The Rainhill Trials were held in 1829.

• By 1852 £300 million had been invested to build 8,000 miles of track.

OR

3. Why were the systems of poor relief used in Britain before 1834 failing to solve the 
problems of poverty?  Explain your answer.

 You could include the following in your answer and any other information of your own.

• The Speenhamland System was first used in Berkshire in 1795.

• The Napoleonic Wars ended in 1815.

• By the 1830s there were approximately 15,000 parishes in England and Wales.

Start your answer on the next page.

(Total 15 marks)

(Total 15 marks)
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box ( ).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ( ) and then indicate your new 

question with a cross ( ).

Chosen Question Number: Question 2 Question 3

......................................................................................................................................................
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TOTAL FOR PAPER: 40 MARKS
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