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Paper Q1: Crime, Punishment and Protest


SOURCES A–D FOR QUESTION 1


Source A: An extract from court records for London in the sixteenth century.


William of Croydon, a labourer, was accused of  robbery.  On 11 March 1576 he assaulted Robert Ware 
in the main street at Lambeth and stole from him 65p in money, a black cloth worth 35p and a dagger 
worth 17½p.  He was found guilty and sentenced to hang.
 


Source B: An extract from court records for London in the seventeenth century, describing the 
unusual treatment of a young boy accused of theft.


16 January 1676


A young boy was tried for stealing a small amount of silk from a tailor for whom he worked.  He pleaded 
Guilty but the Court, because he was so young, ordered him to answer the charge a second time. 
This time he pleaded Not Guilty, and the Court set him free.
 


Source C: From a news report, Tuesday 29 January, 2002.


Jail for mobile phone muggers


Mobile phone muggers are being warned to expect tougher sentences as the courts try to crack down on 
a rise in the crime.  There has been a sharp increase in the number of mobile phone thefts, with more 
than 700,000 snatched last year (2001).  48% of victims are aged under 18. 


A senior judge said that a prison sentence of up to three years would be the usual punishment but if 
weapons or violence had been used, the sentence could be five years or more.
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Source D: An illustration from the eighteenth century showing villagers turning to ‘watch the wall’ 
so that they cannot see the smugglers going past.
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Paper Q1: Crime, Punishment and Protest

Answer Question 1 and EITHER Question 2 OR Question 3 OR Question 4.  Write 
your answers in the spaces provided.

1. (a) Study Sources A, B and C.

  What can you learn from these sources about the attitudes of the authorities towards 
the crime of theft?  Explain your answer using these sources.
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 (b)  Use your own knowledge.

  Why did the Tudors treat vagabonds so harshly?  Explain your answer.
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 (c) Study Source D and use your own knowledge.

  Why did the authorities in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries have so much 
diffi culty in dealing with ‘social crimes’ such as poaching and smuggling?  Use the 
source and your own knowledge to explain your answer.
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Answer ONE of the following questions.

EITHER

Extension Unit 1: Crime and Punishment in the Ancient World and Middle Ages.

2. How much did the system of law and order change from the Anglo-Saxon period to the 
Norman period?  Explain your answer.

 You could include the following in your answer and any other information of your own.

• Tithings and local manor courts were used in both the Anglo-Saxon and Norman 
systems

• The Normans used Latin for official records and French for court trials

• The Normans introduced Trial by Battle

OR
Extension Unit 2: The nature of protest and government response.

3. How similar were the methods of protest used in the Kett rebellion and the General Strike?
Explain your answer.

 You could include the following in your answer and any other information of your own.

• In the Kett rebellion, crowds pulled down fences which were used to enclose land

• The Kett rebels captured the town of Norwich

• The Trades Union Congress organised a national strike in 1926

OR
Extension Unit 3: Changing views of the nature of criminal activity.

4. How important was religion as a factor leading to the increase of accusations of witchcraft 
in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries?  Explain your answer.

 You could include the following in your answer and any other information of your own.

• The Devil was believed to give an imp or ‘familiar’ to a witch to carry out her spells

• Before the Reformation, the Church dealt with accusations of witchcraft

• Bad harvests at the end of the sixteenth century led to great poverty and 
unemployment

Start your answer on the next page.

(Total 15 marks)

(Total 15 marks)

(Total 15 marks)
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box ( ).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ( ) and then indicate your new 

question with a cross ( ).

Chosen Question Number:          Question 2              Question 3       

                                      Question 4
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