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Topic B1:  The American West, c.1840–c.1895


SOURCES A–C FOR QUESTION 1


Source A: From an article in the New York Herald newspaper about Custer, written by a journalist 
in 1876.


He was a man respected and loved by his followers, who would freely follow him into the ‘jaws of  
hell’.
 


Source B: Extracts from letters written by Captain Albert Barnitz, of the Seventh Cavalry, to his 
wife in 1867.


27 April 1867
I dare not tell you how many have deserted from the cavalry.  They are leaving nightly.


18 May 1867
Fourteen troops have just deserted – gone off armed and mounted! If General Custer remains long in 
command, I think that recruiting will have to go on rapidly to keep the regiment up to strength.
 


Source C:  ‘Custer’s Last Stand’, painted by Frederic Remington in 1890.
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Paper B1: The American West, c.1840–c.1895

Answer Question 1 and EITHER Question 2 OR Question 3.  Write your answers in the 
spaces provided.

1. (a) Study Sources A, B and C.

  What can you learn from these sources about people’s attitudes to Custer?
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 (b) Use your own knowledge to explain why many white settlers thought that the Plains 
Indians were savages.
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 (c) Use your own knowledge.

  EITHER

  (i) Why were the Sioux able to defeat the United States Army at the Battle of Little 
Big Horn in 1876?

  OR

  (ii) Why did the use of reservations help the United States government to destroy the 
traditional way of life of the Plains Indians after 1876?

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box ( ).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ( ) and then indicate your new 

question with a cross ( ).

  Chosen Question Number: (c)(i)                 (c)(ii)
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Questions continue on page 10.
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Answer ONE of the following questions.

EITHER

2. Was the extreme weather the main reason why it was so difficult for the Homesteaders to 
live and farm on the Plains in the 1860s and 1870s?  Explain your answer.

 You could include the following in your answer and any other information of your own.

• The Plains were known as the Great American Desert

• Thousands of emigrants from Europe settled on the Plains

• No rain fell in Kansas between January 1859 and November 1860

OR

3. Why did the life and work of the cowboy change in the years 1865–95?  Explain your 
answer.

 You could include the following in your answer and any other information of your own.

• In 1866 cattle drives began from Texas

• By 1880 there were approximately 4,500,000 cattle on ranches on the Great Plains

• During 1885 and 1886 there were huge losses of cattle through drought and a 
severe winter

Start your answer on the next page.

(Total 15 marks)

(Total 15 marks)
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box ( ).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ( ) and then indicate your new 

question with a cross ( ).

Chosen Question Number: Question 2 Question 3
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