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Source A: From a newspaper, the Daily Despatch, published 25 June 1940, during the Second 
World War.


SACK FOR C.Os.


Stockport Town Council decided last night by 47 votes to 2 to dismiss its Conscientious Objector 
employees.


Alderman Shepherdson said C.O. schoolteachers, who were putting their views into the minds of the 
young, were a canker* which must be cut out.


* canker = something dangerous and spreading
 


Source B: From a history textbook published in 1997.


When conscription was introduced in 1939, Conscientious Objectors were treated very differently 
from those in the First World War.  Tribunals were not allowed to include ex-soldiers.  Tribunals were 
more understanding and acted more carefully.  Conscientious Objectors were sacked, criticised in the 
newspapers, cursed by neighbours, but none suffered in the way they had in the First World War.
 


Source C: A cartoon published in a magazine in England in 1918 during the First World War.


 
“This little pig stayed at home”
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Source D: From the British Worker, a socialist newspaper published in Huddersfield, 14 October 
1916.  It reports the case of a local man, Arthur Gardner.  An appeal tribunal refused 
to treat him as a Conscientious Objector for his political beliefs and he was forced into 
the army.  He was then brought before an army court and sentenced to hard labour in 
Wormwood Scrubs prison.


Arthur Gardner was charged because he refused to put on an army uniform.  He made the following 
statement:


I am charged with ‘disobeying a command given by my superior officer’.  I plead not guilty.  I am not 
a soldier and I do not have a superior officer.  I am an international socialist and I believe that war is 
bad for all nations.


I would refuse at all times to march against my fellow working man, no matter what the consequences 
of such refusal might be.


I do not want to be a lawbreaker, but I will break the law rather than obey laws which would force me 
to act against my beliefs.
 


Source E: A record of applications from Huddersfield to a Military Service Tribunal in 1916.  The 
men applied for exemption from military service on the grounds of their conscientious 
objections.


Religious objections:   47


     Political objections:     34


     Moral objections:        27


 


Source F: From a description of the work done by the Non-Conscription Federation (NCF) during 
the First World War.  The NCF was formed to support Conscientious Objectors.  This 
description was published by the Working Class Movements Library on their website in 
2006.


The full might of the government, the police, the army and most churches was ranged against the NCF.  
The jingoist press* whipped up public opinion against Conscientious Objectors.  Immense personal 
pressures were put on Conscientious Objectors, not just by the state, but also by local communities, 
neighbours, friends and even families.  Conscientious Objectors also had to withstand the pressure 
to conform when they were isolated in barracks, army camps and prisons.  37 C.Os were shipped to 
France in May 1916 as the government and army attempted to break the movement.  Many of them were 
actually sentenced to death, although the sentences were reduced to 10 years imprisonment because the 
NCF got publicity for what was going on.


 * jingoist press = very patriotic newspapers who said it was treason not to fight
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Source G: From a note written on a cigarette packet by a Conscientious Objector, James Brightmore.  
A soldier in the Cleethorpes Army Camp gave him the packet to write on and the soldier 
then sent the note to Brightmore’s family.  This note was published in The Manchester 
Guardian newspaper in June 1917.


I was sentenced to 28 days in military confinement, but they have confined me in a pit.  The bottom 
is full of water and I have to stand on two strips of wood all day.  Sitting is impossible.  The sun beats 
down all day.  I cannot tell what will happen when I get to France and whether the death sentence will 
be carried out.  I am not afraid to die, but the suspense of not knowing what will happen, linked with 
the misery of this pit, is driving me mad.


 


Source H: From a statement made by a government minister in Parliament in June 1917 about the 
case of James Brightmore when his case was publicised in The Manchester Guardian 
newspaper.  After this statement, two army officers were dismissed.


I am sorry to say that the stories of Private Brightmore’s confinement in a pit in Cleethorpes Army Camp 
have been proved correct.  He has not been correctly dealt with.  He should have been confined to a 
detention barracks in line with the regulations.


An officer was sent two days ago to the Cleethorpes Army Camp to specially investigate and interview 
Private James Brightmore and other Conscientious Objectors who are with that unit, and to hear their 
complaints.


As a result, this irregular* treatment immediately ended.  The Army Council takes a grave view of the 
actions of the army officers responsible for these irregularities.


* irregular = against the rules
 


Source I: A photograph of Conscientious Objectors who had been sent to Dartmoor.  Over 8,500 
men were refused total exemption by military tribunals.  Some Conscientious Objectors 
were sent to do work of national importance at Work Centres, like this one set up by the 
government in 1916, where they worked in a quarry breaking stones.
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Source J: From a speech by the Prime Minister, Neville Chamberlain, in the House of Commons 
on 4 May 1939.  MPs were discussing a proposal to conscript people into the armed 
forces just before the Second World War.


There are people who have strong principles on the subject of military service.  Some feel it is their 
duty to do nothing to aid those engaged in military operations.  Often those who hold the most extreme 
opinions do so with the greatest determination.  We learned something about this in the First World War.  
We found it was a useless and annoying waste of time and effort to force such people to act in a way 
that was against their principles.


 


Source K: From Public Opinion and the Conscientious Objector 1915–1919 by the historian, 
Thomas C. Kennedy, published in 1973.


There were three times as many British C.Os in the Second World War as in the First World War.  
However, during the Second World War, C.Os were treated with generous tolerance by the public 
and sensible administration of the law by the authorities.  Britain won the Second World War without 
repeating the worst abuses against absolutists* seen in the First World War.  And because of deeper 
public understanding and tolerance of all Conscientious Objectors, Britain also scored a victory for 
humane good sense.


* absolutists = those refusing to make any contribution at all to the war effort
 


END


 







N30710A 6 


BLANK PAGE







N30710A 7


BLANK PAGE


 







N30710A 8 


BLANK PAGE





isaacs_s
File Attachment
n30710a_sources.pdf



Leave 
blank

2

*N30710A0220*

Study Sources A–K in the Sources Booklet and then read Questions 1–8 to see how they 
relate to each other.

Answer ALL the questions.

1. Study Sources A and B.

 What can you learn from Sources A and B about the problems faced by Conscientious 
Objectors during the Second World War?

(6)
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2. Study Source B and use your own knowledge.

 In what ways were the Military Tribunals of the Second World War different from those 
in the First World War?  Explain your answer using Source B and your own knowledge.

(7)
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3. Study Source C.

 How does the cartoonist get his message across?  Explain your answer using Source C.
(6)
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4. Study Sources D and E.

 Compare the value of Sources D and E for an enquiry into why some men became 
Conscientious Objectors during the First World War.
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5. Study Source F.

 How can you tell that the writer of this article approves of the work of the NCF?  Explain 
your answer using Source F.
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6. Study Sources F, G and H.

 How far does the evidence of Sources G and H support the impression given in Source F 
of the harsh treatment of Conscientious Objectors during the First World War?
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7. Study Source I and use your own knowledge.

 Describe the ways in which, during the First World War, the authorities dealt with 
Conscientious Objectors who were not given total exemption from military service.  Use 
Source I and your own knowledge to explain your answer.
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8. Study Sources A, J and K and use your own knowledge.

 Do you agree that the main reason Conscientious Objectors were treated less harshly in the 
Second World War was that public opinion had become more tolerant of them?  Explain 
your answer using your own knowledge, Sources A, J and K and any other Sources you 
find helpful.
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