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Paper B1: The American West, c.1840–c.1895


SOURCES A–C FOR QUESTION 1


Source A: A drawing made in the 1860s showing railway workers in the United States defending 
themselves against Indian attack.


Source B: An account from a newspaper in the 1860s, describing the way in which the rails were laid. 
Each rail weighed seven hundred pounds and needed five men to lift it into place.


 The sound of hammering can be heard all across the plains. It needs three strokes to a spike, four 
hundred rails to a mile, eighteen hundred miles to reach California. The hammers must come down 
twenty-one million times before the great work of modern America is complete.


Source C: From an account by Grenville M. Dodge, the Chief Engineer, How We Built the Union 
Pacific Railway, published in 1910.


 In some places one track was right above the other. Our Irishmen were in the habit of firing their 
blasts without warning the Chinamen on the Central Pacific working right above them. As a result, 
several Chinamen were severely hurt. One day the Chinamen, when the Irishmen were all at work right 
underneath them, set off their blast and buried several of our men. This stopped the rivalry at once.


END
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Paper B1: The American West, c.1840–c.1895

Answer Question 1 and EITHER Question 2 OR Question 3. Write your answers in the 
spaces provided.

1. (a) Study Sources A, B and C.

  What can you learn from these sources about the problems faced when building the 
railroad across the United States in the 1860s?
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 (b) Use your own knowledge to explain why the government was involved in building 
the railroads.

   .......................................................................................................................................
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 (c) Use your own knowledge.

  EITHER

  (i) Explain the part played by the railroads in helping the settlement of the Plains in 
the years 1867–85.

  OR

  (ii) Explain the part played by the railroads in destroying the way of life of the Plains 
Indians.

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (    ).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box (    ) and then indicate your new

question with a cross (    ).

  Chosen Question Number: (c)(i) (c)(ii)
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EITHER

2. Was the discovery of gold the main reason why the Sioux Wars broke out in the 1860s and 
1870s? Explain your answer.

 You could include the following in your answer, and any other information of your own.

 (Total 15 marks)

OR

3. Explain why the Mormons were able to make a success of settling in the West in the years 
1846–90.

 You could include the following in your answer, and any other information of your own.

 (Total 15 marks)

Start your answer on the next page

• In 1862 the Santee Sioux killed over 700 white settlers

• The Bozeman Trail was established in 1863

• In 1875 the government offered the Sioux $6 million for the Black Hills

• The Mormons had to leave Nauvoo in the spring of 1846

• The Perpetual Emigration Fund was set up in 1851

• In 1890 Utah agreed to ban polygamy
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (    ).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box (    ) and then indicate your new

question with a cross (    ).

Chosen Question Number: Question 2 Question 3 
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