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Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Marking Criteria

These criteria are common to all four subjects – GCSE English Literature, GCSE History, GCSE Geography and 
GCSE Religious Studies.

However, the marks allocated to each level vary for individual subjects and units.

Questions with four marks available for SPaG
0 marks Errors severely hinder the meaning of  the response or candidates do 

not spell, punctuate or use the rules of  grammar within the context 
of  the demands of  the question.

Threshold 
performance 

Level 1 1 mark Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of  grammar with 
reasonable accuracy in the context of  the demands of  the question. 
Any errors do not hinder meaning in the response. Where required, 
they use a limited range of  specialist terms appropriately. 

Intermediate 
performance 

Level 2 2–3 marks Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of  grammar with 
considerable accuracy and general control of  meaning in the context 
of  the demands of  the question. Where required, they use a good 
range of  specialist terms with facility. 

High 
performance 

Level 3 4 marks Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of  grammar with 
consistent accuracy and effective control of  meaning in the context 
of  the demands of  the question. Where required, they use a wide 
range of  specialist terms adeptly and with precision.

Questions with three marks available for SPaG
0 marks Errors severely hinder the meaning of  the response or candidates do 

not spell, punctuate or use the rules of  grammar within the context 
of  the demands of  the question.

Threshold 
performance 

Level 1 1 mark Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of  grammar with 
reasonable accuracy in the context of  the demands of  the question. 
Any errors do not hinder meaning in the response. Where required, 
they use a limited range of  specialist terms appropriately. 

Intermediate 
performance 

Level 2 2 marks Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of  grammar with 
considerable accuracy and general control of  meaning in the context 
of  the demands of  the question. Where required, they use a good 
range of  specialist terms with facility. 

High 
performance 

Level 3 3 marks Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of  grammar with 
consistent accuracy and effective control of  meaning in the context 
of  the demands of  the question. Where required, they use a wide 
range of  specialist terms adeptly and with precision.
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Intermediate
Performance

Examiner Comments
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GCSE History B Unit 1 Option 1A: Medicine and treatment (5HB01/1A)
There are up to 3 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

100012/10
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100012/13



6 GCSE History B 2HB01 Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Exemplification Booklet

100012/14

Examiner Comments Mark
There is general control of  meaning in the context of  
the demands of  the question.

A good range of  specialist vocabulary is used (e.g. 
‘remedies’, ‘clinically’, ‘diagnoses’ (sic)).

Spelling, punctuation and grammar are generally 
accurate, although some apostrophes are missing and 
use of  capital letters is weak.

Intermediate 
performance

Level 2

2 marks
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GCSE History B Unit 2 Option 2B: The American West c1840–1895 
(5HB02/2B)
There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

260352/10
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260352/13
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260352/14

Examiner Comments Mark
There is general control of  meaning in the context of  the 
demands of  the question.

Some specialist vocabulary is used, (e.g. ‘Homestead’, ‘plot’,  
‘Gold Rush’, ‘49’er’s’ (sic)), though ‘collinate’ is incorrect.

Spelling, punctuation and use of  grammar are inconsistent. 
The use of  capital letters is sometimes incorrect and there are 
errors in the positioning of  full stops. 

The work merits the award of  the lower mark in Level 2.

Intermediate 
performance

Level 2

2 marks
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GCSE History B Unit 2 Option 2B: The American West c1840–1895 
(5HB02/2B)
There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

260410/10
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260410/13
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260410/14

Examiner Comments Mark
There is good control of  meaning in the context of  the 
demands of  the question.

A range of  specialist vocabulary is used (e.g. ‘railroad’, 
‘demand’, ‘Gold rush’ and reference to ‘factors’ which ‘pushed’ 
and ‘pulled’).

Spelling, punctuation and the use of  grammar are generally, 
but not consistently, accurate, given the spelling errors and the 
insertion of  the apostrophe into ‘1840’s’ and ‘1850’s’.  
The candidate makes good use of  paragraphs, but comma use  
is weak.

The work merits the award of  the higher mark in Level 2.

Intermediate 
performance

Level 2

3 marks
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GCSE History B Unit 3 Option 3A: The transformation of surgery  
c1845–c1918 (5HB03/3A)
There are up to 3 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

336880/12

11Q05
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336880/13

Examiner Comments Mark
There is good control of  meaning in the context of  the 
demands of  the question.

A good range of  specialist terms is used (e.g. ‘shock’, 
‘infection’, ‘gangrene’, ‘amputation’).

Spelling is generally good, but sentence construction is weak. 
Long sentences require breaking up and better punctuation. It 
is only this element which prevents the award of  Level 3 for the 
response overall.

Intermediate 
performance

Level 2

2 marks
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GCSE History B Unit 3 Option 3B: Protest, law and order in the twentieth 
century (5HB03/3B)
There are up to 3 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

336510/12

14Q05
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336510/13
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336510/14

Examiner Comments Mark
There is good control of  meaning in the context of  the 
demands of  the question.

A good range of  specialist terms is used (e.g. ‘militancy’, 
‘hindsite’ (sic), ‘ballot’, ‘media’).

Spelling is generally good, with only a few errors, but 
punctuation and grammar are relatively weak, preventing 
the award of  Level 3. Sentence construction contains errors, 
apostrophes are omitted, and there is frequent use of  ‘would 
of ’ instead of  ‘would have’.

Intermediate 
performance

Level 2

2 marks
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High
Performance

Examiner Comments
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GCSE History B Unit 1 Option 1A: Medicine and treatment (5HB01/1A)
There are up to 3 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

99735/10
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99735/13

99735/14
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99735/14

99735/15

23
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99735/15

23
Examiner Comments Mark
There is effective control of  meaning in the context of  the 
demands of  the question.

A wide range of  specialist terms is used adeptly and with 
precision (e.g. ‘symptoms’, ‘diagnose’, ‘bloodletting’, ‘pilgrimage’).

Spelling, punctuation and use of  grammar are consistently 
accurate; although the apostrophe is omitted on occasion, it is 
generally present.

High performance

Level 3

3 marks
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GCSE History B Unit 1 Option 1A: Medicine and treatment (5HB01/1A)
There are up to 3 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

106210/10
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106210/13
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106210/14

Examiner Comments Mark
There is effective control of  meaning in the context of  the demands of  the 
question.

A wide range of  specialist terms is used with precision (e.g. ‘symptoms’, 
‘Hippocratic Oath’, ‘aesclepions’).

Spelling and punctuation are consistently accurate, with only minor errors, 
chiefly in the use of  capital letters and the omission of  the possessive 
apostrophe (‘Hippocrates ideas’). The use of  grammar is less consistent. For 
example, the construction of  the paragraph on clinical observation contains 
errors. On balance, the work just merits the award of  Level 3, but it is 
borderline performance.

High performance

Level 3

3 marks
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GCSE History B Unit 1 Option 1B: Crime and punishment (5HB01/1B)
There are up to 3 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

101201/10
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101201/13

101201/14
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101201/14

101201/15

16
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101201/15

16
Examiner Comments Mark
There is generally effective control of  meaning in the context of  the demands 
of  the question, in spite of  the colloquial use of  ‘stick by him’ and the evidence 
of  an incomplete sentence in the conclusion.

A wide range of  specialist terms is adeptly and precisely used (e.g. ‘Civil War’, 
‘offence’, ‘teachings’, ‘demons’).

Spelling, punctuation and use of  grammar meet the criterion of  consistently 
accurate, although there are some errors: the possessive apostrophe is not 
accurately used and there are some spelling mistakes. However, a good range 
of  vocabulary is used with correct spelling. Overall, the work merits the award 
of  Level 3.

High performance

Level 3

3 marks
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GCSE History B Unit 1 Option 1B: Crime and punishment (5HB01/1B)
There are up to 3 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

101288/10



GCSE History B 2HB01 Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Exemplification Booklet 31

101288/13
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101288/14
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101288/15

24

Examiner Comments Mark
There is extremely effective control of  meaning in this high Level 
3 example.

A wide range of  specialist terms is adeptly used with precision 
(e.g. ‘Puritan’, ‘hysteria’, ‘phenomena’, ‘misoginy’ (sic), 
‘perpetrator’).

Spelling, punctuation and use of  grammar are consistently 
accurate with only minor errors.

High performance

Level 3

3 marks
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GCSE History B Unit 3: Option 3B: The impact of war on Britain c1914–c1950 
(5HB03/3B)
There are up to 3 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

336683/12

16Q05
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336683/13
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336683/14

Examiner Comments Mark
There is effective control of  meaning in this extended response.

A wide range of  specialist terms is adeptly used (e.g. ‘coroborated’ (sic) 
‘militant’, ‘ballot’).

Spelling and grammar are consistently accurate with only minor errors. 
Punctuation is generally good, but there are weaknesses in comma use. 
Overall the response just merits the award of  Level 3.

High performance

Level 3

3 marks
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Threshold
Performance

Examiner Comments
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GCSE History B Unit 1 Option 1A: Medicine and treatment (5HB01/1A)
There are up to 3 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

99768/10
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99768/13
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99768/14

Examiner Comments Mark
The question relates to the period ‘from 1900 to the present day’ which 
means that much of  this answer is not relevant to the demands of  the 
question. Assessment of  spelling, punctuation and grammar begins at the final 
paragraph, where meaning is reasonably clear in the context of  the demands 
of  the question. 

A limited range of  specialist terms is used (e.g. ‘profesinal’ (sic),  
‘private hospitals’).

There are errors of  spelling and grammar, but punctuation is appropriate at 
this level.

Threshold 
performance

Level 1

1 mark
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GCSE History B Unit 1 Option 1A: Medicine and treatment (5HB01/1A)
There are up to 3 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

100330/10
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100330/14
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100330/15

3

Examiner Comments Mark
Meaning is not hindered by errors in this response.

There is little use of  specialist terms beyond those provided in the 
question and the stimulus material (e.g. ‘public health’, ‘vaccines’), 
but they are accurately used.

There are errors in spelling, punctuation and the use of  grammar 
(e.g. ‘goverment’, ‘1900’s’, ‘would of ’), but basic sentence 
construction is correct, showing reasonable accuracy in the context 
of  the demands of  the question.

Threshold 
performance

Level 1

1 mark
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GCSE History B Unit 2 Option 2C: Life in Germany c1919–c1945 (5HB02/2C)
There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

259969/10
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259969/13
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259969/14

259969/14
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259969/14

Examiner Comments Mark
The last part of  the answer, beginning ‘The other Down side’, refers to 1929 
and is not made relevant to the question which relates to the period 1924–
28. Spelling, punctuation and use of  grammar is assessed in this response on 
the first part of  the answer.

Meaning in this part of  the response is reasonably clear.

A limited range of  specialist terms has been used (e.g. ‘Rentermark’ (sic), 
‘reperations’ (sic))

Spelling, punctuation and grammar show reasonable accuracy, but use of  
paragraphs is weak.

Threshold 
performance

Level 1

1 mark
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GCSE History B Unit 2 Option 2B: The American West c1840–1895 
(5HB02/2B)
There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

260330/10
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260330/13

260330/13

260330/14
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260330/14

260330/15

9

Examiner Comments Mark
Meaning in this response is quite clear in the context of  the 
demands of  the question. The response is stronger in relation to 
this criterion than the others.

There is some, but very limited, use of  specialist terms in context 
(e.g. ‘Plains Indians’, ‘surface’).

Punctuation and use of  grammar are weak, but there is basic 
use of  paragraphs and reasonable accuracy in spelling in spite of  
error in the use of  ‘their’ for ‘there’.

Threshold 
performance

Level 1

1 mark
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GCSE History B Unit 3 Option 3A: The transformation of surgery  
c1845–c1918 (5HB03/3A)
There are up to 3 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

336787/12

11Q05
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336787/13
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336787/14

Examiner Comments Mark
Meaning is reasonably clear.

A limited range of  specialist terms is used (e.g. ‘infection’, 
‘blood loss’).

Spelling, punctuation and use of  grammar are weak, with 
frequent errors and the misuse of  capital letters, but there is a 
basic use of  paragraphs.

Threshold 
performance

Level 1

1 mark
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Below Threshold
Performance

Examiner Comments
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GCSE History B Unit 2 Option 2C: Life in Germany c1919–c1945 (5HB02/2C)
There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

259966/10
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259966/13

Examiner Comments Mark
Meaning in this response is hindered by errors, although some 
relevance to the context of  the question is conveyed.

Spelling, punctuation and the use of  grammar are weak with 
poor sentence construction and frequent errors (e.g. ‘to of  
been’, ‘cause’ for ‘because’, ‘there’ for ‘their’, verb missing from 
sentence beginning ‘The Reichstag....’)

Weaknesses in conveying meaning and in SPaG keep this 
response from attaining threshold level.

Below threshold 
performance

Level 0

0 marks
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