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Introduction
For all three Depth Studies in this Unit there were some impressive responses which focused 
clearly on the set question with specific and accurate details to support the response. Often 
these candidates also demonstrated a clear understanding of the historical context such as 
the extremes of wealth and poverty in early 19th century Britain, the nature and geography 
of conflict in the American West or the fragile nature of democracy in Weimar Germany and 
the consequent lives of Germans under the Nazi dictatorship. 

There was little evidence of candidates running out of time and therefore having insufficient 
time to respond to all questions required by the rubric of the examination. Most candidates 
were also able to gain at least half of the SPaG marks for this unit although the absence of 
capital letters even for individual names and specific events were noticeable as well as the 
almost constant use of “would of” and so on. 

The lower scoring responses were often statements that were not specific to the period or 
location such as “posters were put up to support the government”, “people moved for a 
better life”, or “the Chartists wanted to make things better”. There were occasional scripts 
that were very hard to read, showed a complete misunderstanding of the subject material 
or were learnt responses to previously set examination paper questions for this unit. There 
were also candidates that lost marks by writing outside the time period of the set question 
such as detailing the Final Solution on question 3 of the Life in Germany paper or writing 
about poor relief before 1834 on question 4 on the Transformation of Britain paper.
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Question 1
The most valid and supported inferences awarded Level 2 were comments on the SA’s role 
in censoring materials seen as undesirable by the Nazi government. Some students failed to 
reach Level 2 because they did not focus on the “role of the SA” aspect of the question and 
made more general comments about the nature of the SA such as “they look serious”, and 
“they were organised”. There were some candidates who wasted valuable time by providing, 
with various degrees of success, responses with up to four inferences. Unlike previous 
examinations there were very few poor responses offering own knowledge without any 
reference to the source. There was the usual confusion with the SS and some comments 
were made about the SAs work in Nazi concentration and death camps.

The initial part of the response is the candidate's own 
recalled knowledge which is not assessed in this question 
and cannot therefore be rewarded. The last part gives 
"threaten and enforce" as the SA's role and is supported 
from Source A. Level 2 - 4 marks is therefore awarded.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2
Level 3 responses explained how Nazi ideas about the ‘Master Race’ or the roles of boys 
and girls were spread to young people through a range of means such as education, youth 
groups and propaganda. Changes to the school curriculum such as the introduction of 
Race Studies and the study of Eugenics were frequently mentioned, as well as a different 
curriculum for boys and girls which focused on what Nazi ideology saw as their future roles. 
The activities of the Hitler Youth and the League of German Maidens were also used to 
support answers on the Nazis’ ideas for both race and gender. The government’s control of 
teachers through the Nazi Teachers’ Association was often included and some responses 
included the special Adolf Hitler schools and the sharp decrease in university education for 
women. The ideological drive for a strong Aryan race and an increase in the birth rate was 
often used to explain these changes. The occasional response included boys being drafted 
into the army during the later stages of the war and girls doing work to help those made 
homeless following air raids.

Level 2 responses were mainly descriptive accounts of the Nazi’s beliefs on the roles of 
boys and girls with only an implicit treatment on how these ideas were spread to young 
people. These responses often included descriptions of the content in school textbooks and 
in propaganda posters. Frequently candidates at this level drifted from the set question 
and wrote more generally about Nazi ideas on race and gender. Therefore many answers 
included information which was not always relevant for this particular question such as 
the introduction of Marriage Loans, medals awarded to mothers, the shop boycott, the 
Nuremberg Laws and the events of Kristallnacht.

At Level 1 comments were generally made about blond hair and blue eyes, girls doing lots 
of work based on the home and family and boys being prepared for a future role in the 
armed forces. A few responses gained no marks, which included all boys and girls all going 
to separate schools or that it was illegal for women to be employed at all.
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This response is a clear focus on "how" 
and there is no stimulus for this question. 
It was awarded full marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3
This question was specifically written with reference to the years 1924 to 1929 so as to 
limit the time some candidates might spend on a 12 mark question and also to avoid 
repetition of identical content in question 5b. Centres might wish to note that throughout 
the mark range for this question many students wrote, sometimes at great length, on the 
economic problems in 1923 including the French occupation of the Ruhr, passive resistance, 
hyperinflation and the Munich Putsch. Whilst candidates did not lose marks, this material 
which was often very detailed and accurate could not be credited and invariably many 
lost considerable time. There is also the misconception by many students including those 
awarded Level 3 that Stresemann was Chancellor of Germany throughout the entire period 
1923 to 1929. The occasional script also believed that Stresemann successfully overturned 
the Treaty of Versailles and that he gained considerable public support by ending the War-
Guilt clause, increasing the size of Germany’s armed forces and reclaiming lost territories 
from 1919.

At Level 3 students explained a range of Stresemann’s achievements and linked them 
clearly to improvements and the consequent recovery of Weimar Germany. It was 
generally appreciated that Stresemann was an able and important politician who achieved 
improvements through negotiation. Economic improvements were supported with detailed 
and specific knowledge on both the Dawes and Young Plans. Many candidates at this level 
also included improvements in foreign policy with successes such as the Locarno Treaty, 
the Kellogg-Briand Pact and Germany’s entry into the League of Nations. The end of the 
1923 economic crisis and the improved stability and confidence led some candidates to also 
include recovery in terms of Weimar culture with examples from art, music and architecture. 
Links were also often made about many Germans becoming more supportive of the Weimar 
Republic and therefore less attracted to both right and left-wing political extremism. 
However, other candidates also explained that there was in fact a growth in political 
opposition by the end of this period especially towards the Young Plan and that economic 
problems were soon to develop very rapidly due to Germany’s economy dependence on the 
USA. Some Level 3 responses therefore challenged the extent to which Stresemann aided 
Germany’s recovery in the longer-term. 

Level 2 was given to narrative or descriptive accounts of Weimar Germany from 1923 
onwards. Many of these responses had specific and accurate knowledge but this was not 
explicitly linked to improvements and recovery for Germany. Level 1 answers mainly offered 
some basic knowledge about Weimar Germany in the 1920s such as the reduced reparations 
payments and loans made to Germany by the USA. A few candidates thought that the 
Young Plan was a method used by the Nazi government to set up youth groups and another 
claimed that Hitler himself toured Germany to do workshops in schools.
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The first part is outside the time frame 
of the set question, the later part of the 
response is relevant to the set question. 
This response is mid Level 2.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4
Level 3 answers typically explained a range of methods used by the Nazi government to 
control the Catholic and Protestant Churches as well as control including both co-operative 
and repressive means. Responses at this Level tended to show the government deliberately 
made agreements early on in their term with the Catholic Church and that the Reich 
Church was purposefully set up to compete with other Churches as well as creating a sense 
of illusion to the German public that the Nazis were not unchristian. At this Level many 
candidates had a sense of the context and how powerful and influential the established 
Churches would have been at this time. At Level 3 many candidates also discussed the 
extent to which the Nazi government was able to control the Churches, explained the 
setting up of the Confessional Church, the Nazi government’s abandonment of agreements 
made and opposition from individuals such as Niemöller, Galen and Bonhoeffer. Level 
2 answers tended to become a combination of a focus on religious opposition, detailed 
biographies of religious opponents of the Nazi government, descriptions of the Reich Church 
and how Nazism can be seen as an alternative type of religion. At this Level there was 
frequently no distinction between the Catholic and Protestant Churches. Level 1 responses 
were often very simple statements about Churches being closed down and comments about 
the Nazis use of concentration camps for religious leaders.
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There is a clear focus on the Nazi government's control 
of the Church for Level 3 but the response remains at 
low level 3 as there is insufficient range and detail for 
10 marks or more. It only meets one of the generic 
criteria as indicated in bold in the mark scheme.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5
Part a) At Level 3 most candidates explained the work and length of service of men in 
the Labour Service and gave examples of programmes undertaken such as the building 
of autobahns and the creation of more land for farming. For the New Plan candidates 
understood the Nazi government’s aim for national “self-sufficiency” and gave details about 
Schacht and the policy of autarky. It was then shown how both these initiatives reduced 
unemployment statistics, although some took this as an opportunity to explain the concept 
of “invisible unemployment” and the exaggerated nature of the Nazi government’s claims 
of economic success. Level 2 responses were more general accounts of how unemployment 
was reduced in Nazi Germany with descriptions of the building of autobahns and the digging 
of ditches. There was also some confusion with the frequent inclusion of irrelevant material 
such as Goring’s Four Year Plan, rearmament, conscription as well as the Beauty of Labour 
and the Strength through Joy schemes. In Level 1 general comments were often made 
about motorways being built or factories making more goods.

Part 5b) Level 4 answers gave a sustained analysis as to the extent to which the Treaty of 
Versailles was the reason for the problems facing Germany in 1923. A common argument 
was that the Treaty’s effects were far-reaching and that it was in many ways responsible 
for the majority of problems such as the French reoccupation of the Ruhr, hyperinflation 
and the actions of extreme political groups but that weak and unstable governments were 
primarily a consequence of the Weimar Constitution. These answers often had an impressive 
knowledge of the Treaty and the immediate post-World War history of Germany and 
included details for example on the Spartacists, the Kapp Putsch, the establishment of the 
Nazi Party and the Munich Putsch. Level 3 responses normally gave a detailed explanation 
of their agreement or disagreement with the statement without weighing up the extent of 
responsibility of the Treaty of Versailles compared with other factors for the events of 1923. 
Other Level 3 responses had an argument which was not sustained throughout the answer 
or which had changed completely by the conclusion to that which had been offered in the 
introduction. Level 2 responses were normally a narrative account of Germany from the end 
of the First World War to 1923 or a long description of life in Germany in 1923 with detailed 
accounts of children playing with banknotes, wheelbarrows of money and shopping bags 
stolen rather than the cash contents. Level 1 responses were assertions without support 
or simple comments such as “it made people hate the government” and “it made Germany 
very poor”. Some incorrect material included Hitler being made Chancellor in 1919 or 
responses which were based on the Great Depression which had clearly been confused with 
hyperinflation.
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Part a) is mid Level 2 as it is not sufficiently developed 
and is a response to ways in which the Nazis reduced 
unemployment rather than a focus on the New Plan 
and the Labour Front.
Part b) is a one-sided explanation and is high Level 2. 
Some analysis of another argument is necessary for 
Level 3. SPaG mark of 3 was awarded.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6
Part a) At Level 3 candidates described the growth of the Nazi Party specifically within the 
1928-32 period. These responses often referred to the impact of the Wall Street Crash 
and how it was exploited by the Nazis with skilful propaganda and the use of various 
messages to gain support from different groups in society. The organisation of the Party 
was often mentioned as well as increasing support from influential individuals in politics, the 
media and industry. The 1932 election poster “Hitler – Our Last Hope” as well as the Nazi 
organisation of soup kitchens during the Depression were often used to support answers. 
Level 2 responses were mainly narrative accounts of the rise of the NSDAP or descriptive 
accounts of Hitler’s appeal. These answers also tended not to recognise the time frame 
of the question or had a confused chronological understanding and so included material 
from the Munich Putsch, trial and imprisonment of Hitler through to his appointment as 
Chancellor, the events surrounding the Reichstag Fire, the passing of the Enabling Law and 
the death of Hindenburg. There were frequent references to the Nazis use of radio which 
was outside the time frame of the question. It is useful to reiterate the point made in a 
previous report about students recognising the difference between questions which refer to 
the Nazi Party and those that refer to the Nazi government. At Level 1 simple statements 
without detail were given which could refer to almost any time within the period 1919 to 
1945 such as Hitler was a good speaker, he used propaganda, he promised to get rid of 
the Treaty of Versailles and he wanted to make Germany powerful. There were also some 
candidates who confused the SA with the SS and those that believed Hitler came to power 
due solely to overwhelming popular support and decisive electoral victories.

Part b) Level 4 answers gave a sustained analysis as to the extent to which fear can be 
used as an explanation for the Nazi government maintaining control. A common argument 
was that the effects of fear were far-reaching and that it was in many ways responsible 
for the control of any opposition but that this has to be balanced against the acceptance 
of, as well as genuine support, for the Nazi government. There were some very impressive 
sustained analyses which critically assessed the argument that fear alone as a deliberate 
government policy was not a sufficient basis to rule the country. The economic benefits of 
Nazi government rule in the years 1933 to 1939 were often cited as encouraging support for 
the regime and there were also candidates that explained that the worst excesses of Nazism 
were yet to come and some elements of repression were deliberately hidden from the 
general public. Even at this level some responses went over the time frame in the question 
and included unrewardable material on fear as an element of control with details given on 
the treatment of members of the White Rose Group’s and those involved in the 1944 July 
Bomb Plot as well as details on the use of ghettos and the Final Solution. Level 2 answers 
were typically descriptions of the various methods used by the Nazi government to control 
the state such as concentration camps, the formation of the SS and the Gestapo. At Level 1 
assertions were made with little or no support such as “many people were sent to camps”, 
“people were scared because children even reported their parents to the Nazis.’  
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Both parts a) and b) are full marks and the SPaG 
mark is 4. The response to part a) is specific, detailed 
and has good examples to support points made. Part 
b) is well-written, has specific and accurate details 
and is a sustained analysis throughout.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

1. Candidates should always focus on the set question rather than providing a response to 
a question from a previous examination paper;

2. Specific, relevant and accurate details are needed to access Level 3 of the mark 
scheme;

3. Some candidates lose SPaG marks through basic errors;

4. Centres should familiarise themselves with the changes in the content and assessment 
of the Depth Studies for the 2015 examination onwards.



GCSE History 5HB02 2C 23

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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