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Introduction 

This was the seventh series of this Schools History Project Source Enquiry The Impact 
of War on Britain c1914–c1950. The focus of the enquiry was how far propaganda was 
the most important factor in persuading people to support the war effort. Most 
candidates were able to produce responses that were worthy of some credit and many 
produced answers that were well argued, developed and supported by additional 
recalled knowledge (ARK) and use of the sources provided. There was continuing 
evidence that more candidates were able to access all five questions. Few responses 
produced answers that were not worth at least some marks. 

The sources appear to have worked well, particularly the World War I posters in Q2 
and Q3. There appeared to be no problem with understanding these sources for the 
majority of candidates. 

As in all previous series, high Level 4 marks on Q5 were more difficult to achieve than 
top levels in Q1–Q4. In this series, there were three additional marks in Q5 for SPaG. 
Failure to answer Q5 therefore cost candidates a potential 19 marks. This alone 
should encourage candidates to ensure that they allocate their time in proportion to 
the mark tariff available for individual questions. 

The focus on German attacks on Britain caused few candidates problems but ARK was 
conspicuous by its absence in some candidates’ responses. 

There was evidence that centres are responding to advice given in examination 
reports. Encouragingly, there were far fewer blank responses to questions. There were 
also fewer answers to Q4 written on the last page allocated for responses to Q3. 

Most candidates produced reasonable answers to Q1 and Q2 but many failed to cross-
reference in Q3 and simply trawled through each source using simple matching. Fewer 
were able to deploy understanding of differences in content alongside comment on 
support provided by the nature and provenance of each source. 

Q4 produced many answers that were good on content but made little or no reference 
to a source’s nature, origin or purpose. Moreover, many comments on utility focused 
on simplistic learned responses. There were fewer, although still too many, responses 
that see all primary sources as being reliable and useful and all secondary sources as 
being made up and therefore of little real value. A surprising number of candidates 
continue to have a negative view of historians and history books and to put more faith 
in the veracity on all counts of people who were there at the time. 

ARK was often thin or non-existent in answers to Q5. Candidates need to learn to 
distinguish between the world wars, and too many candidates used irrelevant 
knowledge on Churchill’s speeches, rationing, evacuation, the Blitz and the Nazis. 

Timing was generally less of a problem for candidates than in earlier series. Some 
candidates, however, produced answers that were overlong in response to Q1 and Q2, 
which left them with difficulties in completing developed answers to Q3–Q5. 
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Question 1 

Most candidates were able to reach at least a basic Level 3 and most gained 5 or 6 
marks for their answers to this question. A few only provided detail from the source 
(Level 1), some made inferences without using the source (Level 2), but most were 
able to infer something about the importance of propaganda in the war or that it 
turned people against the Germans. Other answers made valid inferences but did not 
support them by explaining which elements of the source formed the basis for this 
inference. 

Only a very few candidates remained at Level 1, with their answers simply selecting 
relevant information straight from the text without making any inferences, such as 
saying that there was deliberate propaganda against the Germans. 

Some candidates made good inferences, writing about the huge impact propaganda 
would have made on people’s morale and determination and how it animated people 
to fight back. However, some failed to make any reference to the source, thus 
achieving only Level 2. 

Most candidates achieved Level 3 by commenting on how propaganda was used to 
influence people against the Germans, referring to the ‘deliberate propaganda’ and 
the fact that it was working, eg when Bond talks about how it ‘turned the Germans 
into absolute swine’. Some of these were quite simple, weak inferences, stating that 
you could not escape the propaganda, scoring 4 marks. Some made more 
sophisticated comments on how organised the government was by using ‘quickly’... 
‘every artist’, thus achieving the top score of 6 marks. 

To support teaching and learning: 

● Candidates should start by making an inference and then support it directly from 
the source. This should be followed by an explanation of the implications of this 
inference. 

● Candidates need to remember that more than one inference is needed for full 
marks. 
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examiner comment 

This is a concise answer that makes several inferences and supports 
them with reference to the source. It is a solid Level 3 response. 

 

 

examiner tip 

Make inferences – do not just describe what the source shows. 
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Question 2 

All candidates attempted this question, with most achieving at least Level 2. Very few 
candidates achieved only a Level 1, where they simply selected information from the 
source or made a comment on the message. A small number then went on to explain 
the message in detail, using their own knowledge and opinion rather than focusing on 
the question and working with the source. 

A large number of candidates focused on the style of the poster, commenting on the 
black-and-white contrast, the statistics, the bold writing, the capitals and the 
rhetorical phrases, and how these would draw in the reader and make people feel like 
they were being addressed personally. Some candidates, however, simply did this 
without then commenting on its purpose of encouraging men to enlist. They wrote 
about the guilt and the pity but missed the message, scoring a maximum of Level 2. 

Equally, those who wrote about the content – the girl, the women mentioned and 
about pulling at the heartstrings – without referring to the actual message, again 
scored a maximum of Level 2. Many, however, did make a valid comment on the 
message contained in the appeal to men to enlist. Some did not directly mention the 
fact that it was a recruitment poster; others picked up more readily that this was the 
sole purpose of the poster. Many candidates achieving Level 3 commented on both 
the style and content of the poster. 

To support teaching and learning: 

● Candidates should be reminded to analyse the individual details in a source but 
link them to the overall impression created. In many ways, this is a more 
developed version of Q1. 

● Candidates need to infer an overall impression and identify the parts of the source 
that create that impression. They also need to analyse the way that language and 
treatment of these details combine to produce that effect. 

● Candidates need to have a clear idea of the difference between an impression and 
a message and ensure that they address the correct aspect in answering the 
question set. 
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examiner comment 

This is a solid Level 3 response that focuses on the message to get 
men to enlist and explains how the artist attempted to achieve this. 

 

 

examiner tip 

Make use of selection, style and design of content to explain how the 
artist gets the message across. 
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Question 3 

Most answers to this question achieved at least Level 2. Some candidates seemed to 
struggle with the focus of the question, mentioning the use of propaganda for Source 
A, but not for Source C or D. Some seemed to misunderstand the question altogether 
and answered whether the sources created hatred, rather than whether they showed 
that propaganda was used to create hatred. Some mistook the dead person for a dead 
soldier, or even a shot-down German pilot, and misunderstood the meaning of Source 
C altogether. 

Very few candidates simply phrased the content of each source in their own words, 
without referring to the question’s focus. Most candidates picked up that Sources A 
and C agreed with the statement, pointing out how this showed the widespread use of 
propaganda, and added the fact that Source D partly agreed and partly disagreed. 
However, many candidates simply went through each source in turn, making valid 
points but without reaching a conclusion or addressing the issue of extent; and as a 
result, they scored no more than Level 2. 

Cross-referencing was quite weak generally and, where cross-referencing was evident, 
it was usually done on content. Few commented on the nature of the sources – 
Sources A and D were opinions of individuals; Source C was a government-produced 
poster – or made cross-references about the nature of the sources. 

Candidates achieving Level 3 were usually more sophisticated on Source C, noting 
that, although we know it was a propaganda poster and can assume that it was seen 
by many, we do not know how effective it was at causing hatred. Equally, these 
answers were detailed on Source D, writing about implied propaganda causing people 
to feel delighted and connected with the term ‘swine’ from Source A and with ‘But 
they’re Germans, they’re the enemy, not human beings.’ 

To support teaching and learning: 

● Candidates should avoid treating sources individually as this rarely allows them to 
go beyond Level 2. 

● Candidates are more successful when they look at the overall package of evidence 
from the sources in this question. 

● Candidates also need to address the skill of cross-referencing so that more 
responses can achieve Level 3. 
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examiner comment 

This response is a clear Level 3 that cross-references between all three 
sources and combines both content and nature to evaluate the 
effectiveness of propaganda. 

 

 

examiner tip 

Cross-reference the sources rather than treating them individually. 
Make sure you use both content and nature of the sources in your 
answer. 
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Question 4 

The majority of candidates who attempted this question achieved at least Level 2. 
Some candidates made generalised comments based on the amount of detail or on 
assumed authorship. Typical of these responses were those that simply commented 
that Source E was a secondary source while Source F was a primary source and 
therefore Source F was a better source to use. Many of the weaker responses did not 
answer the question, but simply stated which source they thought was best to use, 
with simplistic support. 

Most candidates achieved Level 2 by making a judgement based usually on the 
content of the sources, describing the information presented in detail and explaining it 
by making use of the sources. Some focused on the authorship, making quite simple 
observations, such as Source E is an overview, whereas Source F is the opinion of one 
person only, therefore Source E is better. Some stated that Source F was not a 
common or popular view so it was not as useful (representative). Opinions here were 
divided – some candidates commented that Source E was better as it was written with 
hindsight and was therefore well researched and also not censored. Others 
commented that Source F was better as it was a speech from a Member of Parliament 
made at the time, assuming that it would have remained unaltered. 

Many of the candidates that went into this level of deliberation showed some cross-
referencing at some stage of their answers, which pushed their response into Level 3. 
Some also made some effective comments on the purpose of the sources and used 
this to explore their reliability. Unfortunately, some candidates seem to have run out 
of time, making excellent observations on both nature and content, yet finishing the 
answer having focused on one source only, limiting the mark they could achieve. 

To support teaching and learning: 

● Candidates should go beyond describing the content of sources, which they often 
do well, to examine the value of a source’s nature. 

● After they have dealt with the content of a particular source, candidates should 
probably stay with the same source and comment on its reliability and utility. Glib 
generalisations about primary sources being better than secondary sources or that 
‘photographs never lie’ should be avoided. 

● Candidates should ensure that the focus of their response is specific to the 
historical investigation specified in the question. 
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examiner comment 

This response looks at what both of the sources show and examines 
how its nature can determine its value. It achieved a Level 3 mark. 

 

 

examiner tip 

Make sure you focus on the question set, making use of both sources 
for content and nature. 
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Question 5 

Most candidates attempted this question, mainly achieving a high Level 2 or Level 3. 
Some candidates even achieved Level 4 by maintaining a sustained argument. Many 
answers simply focused on hatred caused by propaganda rather than focusing on the 
question set – whether propaganda persuaded people to support the war effort. Most 
candidates read ‘supported the war effort’ to mean simply men enlisting; some 
interpreted it further and mentioned the efforts of women, too. 

The very few candidates who achieved only Level 1 (usually the top end) lacked 
linkage to the question. Many candidates achieved a good Level 3 by considering the 
extent to which propaganda increased people’s determination. Candidates achieving 
this level often pointed out that although Source B was a propaganda poster aimed at 
gaining support for the war effort, the impact of it is not known. 

Candidates generally quoted Source A, citing that propaganda was everywhere and 
the fact that Germans were referred to as ‘swine’ as supporting the statement to a 
large extent, as everybody at the time would read the newspapers to gain 
information. Some candidates used Source G to show that there were other factors. 
Some mixed their own knowledge into this, referring to the ‘white feather campaign’ 
or ‘pals’ battalions’. Those candidates who showed a sustained and sophisticated 
engagement with the topic, a clear focus on the question and a precise selection of 
only relevant information achieved Level 4. 

A large number of candidates used some of their own knowledge. However, at times it 
was completely incorrect, mentioning rationing (not brought in until the end of WWI) 
and evacuation (only used in WWII). Some candidates used information from the 
sources (mainly Source G) and classed it as ‘own knowledge’ with no other ‘own 
knowledge’ being evident. Some stated the fact that conscription, which was finally 
introduced in 1916, showed that propaganda was not effective and the required 
number of soldiers could not be sustained. 

Analysing the question, planning a response, reviewing the sources and adding in 
their own knowledge at appropriate points are all important steps towards success. A 
well-planned, succinct answer, covering 1½ sides could attain Level 4 whereas a long, 
descriptive answer, using the same material, would remain at Level 2. 

To support teaching and learning: 

● Candidates need to leave themselves sufficient time to approach this question 
properly. 

● Candidates must recognise that they need to use sources and their own 
knowledge for Q5. 

● Candidates need to make sure they understand the hypothesis before they make a 
judgement on its accuracy. 
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examiner comment 

This is a solid Level 4 response that produces a sustained argument, 
making effective use of both sources and additional recalled knowledge 
(ARK). 

 

 

examiner tip 

Ensure that you leave enough time to do justice to a question that is 
now worth 19 marks. Make sure you use both sources and your own 
knowledge of the topic. 



 

GCSE History 5HB03 3C 21

Grade boundaries 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link: 

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx 
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