
Examiners’ Report

June 2012

GCSE History 5HB03 3B



2 GCSE History 5HB03 3B

Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the world’s leading learning company. 
We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and 
specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our qualifications websites 
at www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk for our BTEC qualifications. 
Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at  
www.edexcel.com/contactus. 

If you have any subject specific questions about this specification that require the help of a
subject specialist, you can speak directly to the subject team at Pearson.
Their contact details can be found on this link: www.edexcel.com/teachingservices. 

You can also use our online Ask the Expert service at www.edexcel.com/ask. You will need 
an Edexcel username and password to access this service. See the ResultsPlus section 
below on how to get these details if you don’t have them already.

Get more from your exam results

…and now your mock results too!

ResultsPlus is Edexcel’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your 
students’ exam and mock performance, helping you to help them more effectively.

• See your students’ scores for every exam question

• Spot topics, skills and types of question where they need to improve their learning

• Understand how your students’ performance compares with Edexcel national averages

• Track progress against target grades and focus revision more effectively with NEW  
Mock Analysis  

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.
To set up your ResultsPlus account, call us using the details on our contact us page at  
www.edexcel.com/contactus.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere

Our aim is to help everyone progress in their lives through education. We believe in every kind 
of learning, for all kinds of people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve been involved in 
education for over 150 years, and by working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have 
built an international reputation for raising achievement through innovation in education. Find 
out more about how we can help you and your students at: www.pearson.com/uk .

June 2012

Publications Code UG032481

All the material in this publication is copyright 
© Pearson Education Ltd 2012



GCSE History 5HB03 3B 3

Introduction
This was the sixth series of this Schools History Project Source Enquiry on Protest, law 
and order in the twentieth century. The focus of the enquiry was the tactics used by the 
Suffragettes and the Government’s response to these. Most candidates were able to 
demonstrate responses that were worthy of some credit and many produced answers that 
were well argued, developed and supported by the sources provided and additional recalled 
knowledge. There was evidence that more responses were able to access all questions and 
generally achieve more than basic level marks. As with earlier series achievement of Level 
4 in question 5 proved more elusive. The focus on force feeding by many candidates in 
responses to question 5 tended to limit the scope of their arguments. There was continuing 
evidence that centres are responding to comments in earlier reports. Certainly there were 
fewer papers that presented blank responses to a question. Most commonly these were 
concentrated on Question 5. Many however still struggle to cross reference source in 
responses to question 3 and described what each source said or showed one after the other. 
Fewer were able to deploy understanding of differences in content alongside comment on 
support provided by the nature and provenance of each source. Question 4 produced many 
answers that were good on content but had either no reference to a sources nature, origin 
or purpose. Moreover many comments on utility focused on simplistic learnt responses 
of dubious historical value. Timing was generally less of a problem for candidates than in 
earlier series. However some candidates produced answers that were overlong in response 
to questions 1 and 2 which left them with difficulties completing developed answers to 
questions 3, 4 and 5. One key to improving attainment is to measure responses to the 
mark tariff on offer. There were fewer responses written in the wrong sections of the answer 
book. Though this continues to be a problem that could easily be avoided by teachers telling 
candidates to make sure a continuation to question 4 is on the next page not the last page 
of question 3 preceding it. There were far too many simplistic responses concerning the 
value and utility of sources to questions such as 1 and 5 that do not require it.
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Question 1

Overall candidates answered this question well with very few staying at L1 or 2. Most 
candidates reached L3 4 to 5 with a minimum weak supported inference or a good 
supported inference. A good number developed two well supported inferences.

Most candidates focused on the inference that the Home Secretary’s attitude was negative 
or annoyed with the suffragettes or that they were criminals or selfish.

Support provided from the source were ‘they caused disturbances’, they ‘chose’ to cause 
trouble and they ‘wished to have it all ways’.

Good candidates who reached a second supported inference focussed mainly on how the 
Home Secretary did have some sympathy and didn’t want them to die so force fed them 
to either save them (he was humane to them) or to save the government from charges of 
manslaughter (he was determined that the government wasn’t going to get the blame for 
their selfishness).

Most candidates appeared to have grasped the concept of supporting inferences with 
evidence drawn from the sources. However, not all of these were at the top level, as many 
of these candidates failed to make more than one inference. Equally, there were a great 
many students who made multiple inferences and probably spent far too long on this 
question.

Of those students who failed to reach Level 3, this was typically a result of 'missing 
the point' of the question. Some candidates had been trained to draw inferences, but 
on occasion they simply drew a range of inferences which did not focus on the Home 
Secretary's attitude (instead focusing on the brutality of the treatment).

A further weakness in some responses (although this did not lead to any loss of marks, 
only a loss of time) was that some candidates insisted on including material from their own 
knowledge. For example, some started to discuss the intricacies of the Cat and Mouse Act. 
While impressive in many ways this approach failed to answer the question set and could 
not go beyond a basic level 1 response at best.
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A good Level 3 with several supported inferences.

Examiner Comments

One inference with support is good, two 
with support is better.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2

This question was very well understood by candidates, helped in no small part by a very 
accessible source with an obvious provenance bias. Generally candidates answered this 
question very well with very few staying at L1. Candidates had a good grasp of the question 
and were confident in using the source to produce answers achieving top level 2 or higher. 
At level 2 some focused on message showed obvious pain or directly referred to ‘torture’ as 
the message. They described what they saw in the image – hair being pulled, man handling 
and tubes in mouth and nose. Candidates also referred to the biased nature of the message 
but at this level didn’t use the key skills to show how this message was portrayed by 
explicitly linking the message with how the artist built up and created the message.

At level 3 candidates used key words and images which portrayed the horror e.g. tortured 
in bold lettering, hands that demonstrated the force use against women. The faces of the 
prison guards and bars to show that there was no escape as the woman is in prison and the 
torture is secret

At top levels the candidates systematically showed how the picture of horror/torture was 
built up and reinforced. Some juxtaposed the pictures message of the powerlessness of so 
called ‘Militant’ women with the portrayal of even more militant use of force/torture by the 
government with power over women.
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A concise well argued and supported Level 3.

Examiner Comments Be prepared to respond to different 
type of this question such as message, 
impression, why produced or given.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3

Many candidates responded well to this question and most answered with responses that 
showed that they understood that C was a verbal mirror of the pain illustrated in B and 
D was claiming the opposite to B's message. A majority of answers were in Level 2 and 
in Level 3 going beyond matching most were at the bottom of Level 3 (7) and a few got 
to 8 marks or more by combining comment on the bias in the sources with their content. 
Responses often tended to provide detail from sources C and D and match by saying yes 
it did support B  - e.g. source C tells us she was sick, they pressed my head/leant on my 
knees or I forgot my sufferings and No it doesn’t support B as Source D says ‘neither 
dangerous nor painful’.

Most candidates concentrated on content rather than the reliability of sources. However they 
did not appear to realise that they needed to make the message of B more explicit in order 
to show how they were matching details in the sources. As it was it was difficult to establish 
how far the sources supported the impression. It would be helpful for candidates to realise 
that in the skill of cross referencing they need to also detail B and the message of B they 
are testing.

Marks at the highest levels were often were much clearer on how the reliability/nature of 
sources gave weight to how far their content supported B. Some answers explained that 
D did and didn’t support B. This was because although Source D denied pain or danger it 
acknowledged that there was concern over the treatment of suffragettes. The government 
is therefore acknowledging concerns (which agree with B) but is attempting to cover up 
problems as it is against the suffragettes and defending its own actions. This would then be 
set against source B & C in favour of the Suffragettes message that it's  torture and they 
are biased too.

Many of the responses tended to trawl through each source in turn, outlining what Source C 
said, followed by similar treatment of the other two sources. 
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A response that is cross referenced and uses both 
content and nature in support of a judgement.

Examiner Comments

Make sure you refer to all three sources and 
avoid simple matching of each sources detail.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4

Overall candidates answered this question well and most responses reached Level 2 mid 
to top range. The majority focused on what the source tells us i.e. content as opposed to 
reliability/nature. Candidates found it easier to explain the value of the King’s letter source 
E compared to the value of source F. There was a lot of detail about the letter and emphasis 
of how it would horrify people with no sympathy with the suffragettes. At the top of level 2 
they explained the usefulness of the content and that the King’s message reflected reactions 
from the public too. This was supplemented with comments about source F just telling us 
about the Cat and mouse Act rather than reactions of the people.

At Level 2 there was often L1 comments about the reliability/nature of the sources around 
bias. E.g. some candidates emphasised that the King hadn’t written the letter so therefore it 
was not reliable. Others felt that that as it was written at the time it was reliable. Similarly 
as source F was a history book it too was reliable or not written at the time and therefore 
unreliable.

At level 3 the responses used good mixture of content and reliability and made good effort 
to test value of the sources for investigating reactions. However it was largely reliability of 
source E mainly that moved responses into level 3:

For source F there was less use of reliability but more on the facts it revealed about the Cat 
and Mouse Act and it was therefore a reaction to pressure and the King rather than directly 
about force feeding.

Many students attempted to address both usefulness and nature/authorship (as required 
for Level 3), but many of these answers addressed these issues in too brief a manner, or 
without much explanation of the consequences. Numerous answers referred to supposed 
'bias' or a lack of 'reliability', but left their assertions unproven. This type of undeveloped 
statement was common across a variety of papers.

Misconceptions were seen throughout the papers marked. Many students placed great faith 
in 'primary' sources without any form of explanation of (a) what a 'primary' source was or 
(b) why the distinction between 'primary' and 'secondary' sources was significant. Equally, 
many students missed key aspects of the provenance of the sources- e.g. the fact that the 
letter was sent in a private capacity.

It was also disappointing to see many candidates dismiss sources as 'useless'. This 
demonstrates a lack of engagement with source analysis. It may also reflect a rather 
formulaic approach to the teaching of source analysis within some centres.
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A good Level 3 response using nature and 
content and focuses on the question set.

Examiner Comments

Avoid simple learnt response like it is biased 
and therefore of no value or it is reliable as the 
person was around at that time.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5

This question produced a range of answers  and evidence of the usual timing issues clear 
to see - very few candidates appeared to have spent an appropriate period of time on this 
question.

At the lower levels (Levels 1 and 2), candidates were often able to recount relevant 
details, but failed to formulate these details into anything equating to an argument. 
Some candidates reverted to bland assertion without any support from the sources or ARK. 
One particular concern was that candidates seemed to find it quite difficult to use sources 
in an argument - i.e. where the source does not give an obvious answer to the question at 
hand, the candidates sometimes appear to think it is irrelevant to the enquiry.

At the higher levels (Levels 3 and 4), candidates used sources and ARK confidently and 
with a degree of flair. Some had clearly considered the issues beforehand and were most 
eloquent in the expression of their ideas. That said, very few candidates made any reference 
to the provenance of the sources, meaning that their marks were limited to 14/16. It was 
disappointing that candidates who were able to view sources with an intelligent and critical 
eye in Question 3 and Question 4 became so unquestioning of sources in Question 5!

At low to mid-Level 3 there tended to be focus only on force feeding rather than wider 
militant tactics. At higher levels knowledge of other militant actions was mentioned but was 
not always balanced or reached a sustained supported conclusion.

At level 4 there were a number of sustained balanced answers which looked at both sides. 
These often tended to conclude with the winning of the vote after the war as evidence that 
the government were never going to win. This showed clearly that the suffragettes were 
determined and won their aim after stopping militant tactics

A few candidates made technical errors (e.g. not using the sources at all), which limited 
their marks, even where the arguments they put forward were sophisticated. Some had run 
out of time in the examination and were not able to produce a detailed answer. However, 
this was clearly fewer than in previous series of the examination.
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A response that reached Level 4 with use of sources 
and some ARK in support of a judgement.

Examiner Comments

Save enough time in early questions to 
allow you to do justice to this one.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary

Candidates would do well to:

Read each question carefully and make sure your answer focuses on its requirements

Make sure the responses to question 1 make clear inferences and support them with 
information in the source.

Question 2 is the question about message or impression or why a source was made or 
spoken.

Answers to Question 3 should make a judgement on levels of support provided by content 
and nature  and cross reference between the three sources.

Candidates should respond to question 4 with comment on both content and nature in 
making a judgement.

Question 5 should make use of relevant sources and your own knowledge of the topic.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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