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Introduction
The January 2012 examination was the fifth sitting of this GCSE History specification. 
It is clear that most teachers and candidates are now fully acquainted with the format. 
There were hardly any blank pages which demonstrates that candidates have often been 
well prepared by covering the entire specification. It was also noticeable that there were 
very few rubric offences at all. Centres should note that if a candidate attempts 5a and 
6b or 5b and 6a then examiners mark both but award only the higher mark of the two 
responses. It was also noticeable on question 1 that far more students understand that they 
are required to make one valid and supported inference from the source provided. There 
were very few lengthy responses which were totally own knowledge without any explicit 
reference to the source. There were some very impressive scripts which showed specific and 
accurate knowledge which was used for detailed explanations on the lower and middle tariff 
questions and to give high-level sustained analysis and supported judgements for questions 
5b and 6b. Centres might also wish to stress the value in candidates spending a little time 
to help them make an informed decision when choosing question 3 or 4 and 5 or 6.  

It is noticeable that many of the highest scoring candidates clearly underline or highlight 
the key words in the question to help focus their responses. Middle range scripts generally 
lose the focus of the set question and often produce an answer which either “tells the 
story”, is “everything I know about this topic” or is clearly a response aimed at a previous 
examination paper question. Level 1 comments are generally an additional piece of 
information added to one or more of the bullet points in the stimulus material or one or 
two simple points about the subject matter in the question which is often not specific to the 
actual period studied. 

The following is a worthwhile reminder to centres and also for schools new to this 
specification. Stimulus material is always provided for questions 3, 4, 5b and 6b. In this 
particular examination paper, bullet points were used. Centres should note that in some 
examination series this material may take the form of stimulus such as a map, poster, 
picture, graph, or a short piece of continuous prose. There are examples of questions which 
do not use bullet points in the second set of Specimen Assessment Materials, which are 
available on the main Edxcel website for GCSE History B. The stimulus material is always 
offered as a prompt to students on some of the main issues and the chronological time 
span for the particular question set. The material does not have to be used at all and this 
is often the case with the highest scoring responses. Conversely students should not rely 
on the provided material alone or simply rewrite it in their own words – both of which will 
invariably give a lower scoring response.
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Question 1

The majority of candidates scored at Level 2 with valid support inferences from the source 
provided.  Many candidates focused on the signs outside the shop and commented on 
German Jews being seen as outsiders, an enemy and a threat to Germany. Others wrote 
about the intimidation of the SA. Some candidates however scored low or zero marks by 
offering what was often a significant amount of relevant information about discrimination 
against Jews in Nazi Germany, but did not make any explicit reference to the source 
provided.    A less common feature was students who tried to draw inferences from the 
source which could not really be supported.

The following example is a high Level 2. The candidate does 
however write more than is necessary by making more than 
one valid supported inference from the source.

Examiner Comments

Remind candidates that one valid supported inference 
is sufficient on question 1 to score full marks.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2

The majority of candidates chose the Propaganda option. Candidates were awarded 
Level 3 for focusing on how propaganda was used by the Nazi government to control 
Germany, and cited a wide range of specific examples, such as the use of rallies, films 
produced (often “The Eternal Jew” was mentioned), use of radios and control of cinema 
and newspapers. These were linked to how propaganda was both an instrument of control 
and of indoctrination. High level responses invariably mentioned the role of Goebbels and 
some candidates explained how propaganda messages were rationed and sometimes 
subtle. Very few candidates mentioned the 1936 Berlin Olympics. Level 2 responses were 
more descriptive about propaganda in general and some very low Level 2 answers could 
have been responses to the use of propaganda in any dictatorship, and had no specific 
details regarding its use in Nazi Germany. Some candidates also missed the focus of the 
set question and explained the use of propaganda in Hitler’s rise to power (often using 
the “Hitler-Our Last Hope” poster) rather than its use when the Nazis were actually in 
government. This highlights the need for students to be clear about certain terminology, and 
that questions using the term Nazi "government" will be in the time frame 1933 to 1945. 
There were very few responses in Level 1. Those at this level invariably added a simple 
detail to the stimulus material. 

Overall those candidates that chose “The removal of other political parties” had less 
secure knowledge and explanations. Those that achieved Level 3 tended to focus on the 
Reichstag Fire and the removal of the KPD, and those that achieved full marks often went 
on to explain the consequences of the Enabling Law. A few responses also included details 
on the actions and treatment of the  Centre Party. Most responses were in Level 2, where 
candidates simply described the removal of parties or narrated events surrounding the 
Reichstag Fire. Level 1 answers were generally descriptions of the basic features of one-
party states, personal views on who was to blame for the Reichstag Fire or showed confused 
chronology and wrote about the Spartacists or the Kapp Putsch.
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This is a clear level 3 answer which focuses on the 
“control” thrust of the set question. It has good and 
accurate supporting details from a range of examples of 
use of propaganda by the Nazi government.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3

Some candidates were clearly very well prepared for this question, and offered responses 
which identified the different kinds of opposition faced by the Weimar Republic, outlining 
with precise details the reasons for this opposition.  This showed how each presented 
a different kind of threat, and they confidently used relevant political concepts such as 
“right-wing”, “left-wing”, “communist,” “nationalist”, “extremist” and “democracy”.  Most 
candidates in the higher mark range who mentioned The Munich Putsch (1923) did so only 
briefly and in such a way as to reinforce points already made, such as this being another 
attempt at an extreme right-wing take over, like other attempts which failed, and the 
Weimar Republic survived.  Level 2 answers were often detailed narrative accounts of either 
both or one of the uprisings in the period 1919-22. Some candidates did not notice the time 
frame and wrote solely about the Munich Putsch. The time frame was set deliberately in this 
question to prevent overlap with question 6a as well as to prevent candidates from writing 
too long a response which could then prove detrimental to their overall timing.
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This is a clear level 3 answer which has specific and accurate 
details on opposition to the Weimar years, within the 
correct time frame stipulated in the question.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4

Candidates at Level 3 were able to provide specific knowledge to explain how education, 
youth movements and propaganda were used to prepare girls for their future roles. Many 
students displayed knowledge beyond the bullet points with explanation about the  3K’s 
and the use of medals. Most candidates, even if they had not known about the decrease 
in women in higher education, were able to make suitable inferences and reasoning from 
the bullet points provided. Some candidates linked the education of girls to Nazi policies for 
the future of Germany, such as the importance of eugenics and Nazi aspirations for a ‘pure’ 
Aryan race. Some candidates also included the role of girls during the war years. Candidates 
at this level were stressing the vital role that girls were seen to have for the future of Nazi 
Germany. Level 2 answers were more descriptive and usually consisted of details regarding 
the way the girls were expected to look (blonde hair, blue eyes, no jewellery) and stay at 
home looking after the family. Level 1 answers were often simplistic comments or a detail 
added to one of the bullet points. There was the occasional response which turned into a 
personal rant about the Nazis' treatment of women, and a few students seemed to think 
that girls did not have to do physical exercise in PE lessons but rather were taught health 
and hygiene issues.
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This is a clear level 3 answer with specific and accurate details 
from a range of areas.  The candidate explains how girls were 
prepared for their future role by the Nazi government,

Examiner Comments
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Question 5

5a Level 3 candidates wrote very confidently on the importance of Kristallnacht. They gave 
details on its immediate impact on German Jews as well as how it marked a significant 
stage in the escalation in the Nazi government’s anti-Semitic policies. As well as explaining 
its impact on the economic livelihood for Germany’s Jewish population, some candidates 
also explained the increasing Jewish emigration from Germany. There were some impressive 
explanations of Kristallnacht’s significance as a turning point, when discrimination already 
embodied in the Nuremberg Laws shifted into explicit and overtly state-sanctioned violence, 
which also intimidated other Germans. Level 2 answers tended to be descriptive and 
narrative accounts of events, without any consideration to the “importance” thrust in the 
set question. Level 1 answers were often generalized comments about discrimination and 
hatred against Jews across the entire Nazi period, up to and including the Final Solution, 
without much grasp of the chronology. This became an opportunity for some candidates to 
vent their moral outrage.

Q. 5(b) Level 4 responses often contrasted evidence of recovery with underlying problems, 
such as Germany’s dependence on loans from the USA, to reach a judgement on the relative 
success and failures of the Weimar governments in dealing with Germany’s problems. Level 
3 responses generally gave a secure and detailed explanation on Weimar Germany in the 
stipulated period in the set question. This showed an understanding of recovery after the 
crisis year of 1923, based on the economic elements on the new currency and the Dawes 
Plan, and an international element based on partial reconciliation with other countries. A 
significant number also included the Kellogg-Briand Pact and Locarno Treaty. Most Level 3 
responses explained how the Weimar Republic returned to stability and used the stimulus 
point about the 12 Nazi seats in the Reichstag as a sign that support for extremist groups 
had stalled, or that the risk of political extremism still remained. Level 2 answers were 
descriptive or narrative accounts of Weimar Germany in the 1920s, although at the lower 
end there were some of the usual confusions about the effects and consequences of hyper-
inflation due to the Wall Street Crash. At Level 1, candidates generally offered an additional 
detail to one or two of the bullet points. Some candidates thought that Hitler was already in 
power
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Part (a) is full marks. It gives an accurate and detailed explanation of both the events 
of Kristallnacht and its significance in the history of the Nazi anti-Semitism. Part b 
is mid level 4. It has a sustained focus on the set question and reaches a supported 
judgement. Slightly more details would be expected for a full mark Level 4 response.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6

6a: The highest scoring candidates as well as explaining the economic effects of 
hyperinflation also commented on its wider political ramifications and public anger directed 
at the Weimar government. These responses invariably differentiated on its effects on 
different groups in society such as middle-class loss of savings, the problems for those such 
as the elderly on fixed pension incomes as well as the business opportunities it afforded for 
some. Level 2 responses invariably gave over lengthy descriptions of the various day to day 
negative effects on peoples’ lives such as wheelbarrows, people using banknotes to light 
fires, price of cups of coffee, baskets being stolen, the price of bread or an egg, and children 
playing with money. Level 1 candidates often confused hyperinflation with the Wall Street 
Crash and the effects of the Great Depression.

Question 6b  Candidates achieving Level 4 gave a balanced account which was focused on 
the set question and were able to reach a judgement on the extent that they believed that 
fear of communism was responsible for the increasing support for the Nazis in the years 
1928-33. They also used time specific information regarding Hitler’s election campaigns, 
appeal and the impact of the Great Depression. Most of these response argued that middle 
class fears of communism made up a core of support for the Nazis and showed how the 
Reichstag Fire was used by the Nazis to create a sense of hysteria regarding the communist 
threat.

 Most level 3 answers explained other elements which also helped Nazis gain votes as well 
as the fear of communism. 

In Level 2 many gave a narrative account of Hitler’s rise to power without any explicit 
references to the fear of communism. They described the role of the Wall Street Crash and 
the consequent Depression, described Hitler’s promises, and the Reichstag Fire but without 
explaining their importance.  

Some candidates lost focus by discussing whether it was in fact Van Der Lubbe who set fire 
to the Reichstag in the first place. Level 1 answers were normally an additional detail added 
to one or more of the bullet points or vague statements such as “Hitler made promises” or 
“people thought Hitler would make things better.”
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Part (a) is level 2. It is a general narrative and descriptive account with 
few specific details. Part (b) is low level 3. It understands the focus of 
the question and has some analysis of fear of communism as a factor in 
explaining increasing support for the Nazis in the years 1928 to 1933. It 
does not have sufficient detail for a higher mark within level 3.

Examiner Comments



24 GCSE History 5HB02 2C

Paper Summary
In order to improve their performance, candidates should:

1. Be fully aware of the examination's rubric and where there is a choice of questions.

2.  Be clear about the requirements for question 1.

3. Be aware that stimulus material for questions 3,4,5b and 6b may sometimes take a form 
other than bullet points
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