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Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.
Keep an eye on the time.

Try to answer every question.

Check your answers if you have time at the end.
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Background information

The role played by women during the Second World War was of major importance.
Alongside more traditional roles, some women were active in industry and services that
would have been unthinkable before the war. Not everyone welcomed these changes.
Did the Second World War change attitudes towards women and provide new roles for
them?

This paper presents you with sources and gives you the opportunity to decide for
yourself how much the Second World War changed the role of women in society during
and immediately after the war.

Source A: From a history book, War at Home by Fiona Reynoldson, published in 1980.

a A
It was during the Second World War that, for the first time, women were forced to do war

work. In 1940 unmarried women between the ages of twenty and thirty were ‘called up’.
This meant they had to join the forces or do war work. The women did not usually fight.
They worked as cooks, typists or office girls. Some drove cars. The jobs they did left men
free to fight. A male soldier could be fighting while a woman soldier was driving a car.
Many women worked in factories. They made guns, aircraft, tanks and munitions.

P38269A





-
Source B: From an advertisement produced by Peek Frean Ltd during the Second World
War.
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Source C: From Wartime: Britain 1939-1945 by Juliet Gardiner, published in 2004.

( A
When the Second World War broke out, the closing down of many peacetime workplaces

and the changeover to war production meant that 175,000 women found themselves
unemployed. Many looked for jobs in munitions factories or on the buses, the trams,
railways, the Post Office — any place where there were vacancies that men had left when
they were called up. But there was considerable resistance from employers, trade unions
and other male workers. In 1939 London Transport chose to cut services rather than
employ women. In the industries where women were most needed - shipbuilding and
engineering — there was often great opposition to their employment.

Source D: A comment made by the army officer who commanded the first mixed-sex
anti-aircraft battery in 1941.

4 N
As an old soldier, if | was offered the choice of commanding a mixed battery or a male

battery, | say without hesitation | would take the mixed battery. The girls are just as good
as the men in action, and in my opinion they are definitely better than the men on the
instruments they are manning. They are quite as steady if not steadier than the men. They
are amazingly keen at going into action and, although they are not supposed to learn to
use the rifle, they are as keen as anything to do so.

Source E: A bar graph based on official statistics. It shows the percentage of women
workers in different occupations in 1938 and 1944.
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Source F: From an account written in August 1940 by Mrs Gladys Cox, a housewife.

[
We still await Hitler’s ‘Great Invasion”! One of the latest Government leaflets through the

letter-box is called If the invader comes. We carry on quietly joining in various war efforts
such as the anti-waste campaign with its slogan Up housewives and at ‘'em which tells us
that old love-letters can be turned into padding for gun cartridges; meat bones turned
into explosives; tin cans turned into tanks and garden tools into guns. The government’s
‘Aluminium Drive’ was so successful that, after a few weeks, they were forced to call a halt

to the ‘generosity of a patriotic public which gave their pots and pans.

Source G: From an interview with Mona Marshall in the 1960s. She had worked in the

steel industry during the Second World War.

-
To be quite honest, the war was the best thing that ever happened to us. | knew little of

the world and was terrified if anyone spoke to me. | had been brought up not to argue.
My generation of women had been taught to do as we were told. At work you did exactly
as your boss told you and you went home to do exactly as your husband told you. The war
changed all that. The war made me stand on my own two feet.
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Answer ALL questions.

Look carefully at the background information and Sources A to G in the Sources Booklet
and then answer Questions 1 to 5 which follow.

1 Study Source A.

What can you learn from Source A about the importance of women during the
Second World War?
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(Total for Question 1 = 6 marks)
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2 Study Source B.

How does this advertisement get its message across about the role of women during
the Second World War? Explain your answer, using Source B.
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(Total for Question 2 = 8 marks)
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3 Study Sources B, Cand D.

How far do Sources B, C and D suggest that men accepted women'’s contribution to
the war effort? Explain your answer, using these sources.
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(Total for Question 3 = 10 marks)
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4 Study Sources E and F.

Which of Sources E or F is more valuable to the historian who is investigating women's
contribution to the Second World War? Explain your answer, using Sources E and F.
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(Total for Question 4 = 10 marks)
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*5 Study Sources B, E and G and use your own knowledge.

‘The Second World War significantly changed the opportunities available to women’,

How far do you agree with this statement? Use your own knowledge, Sources B, E
and G and any other sources you find helpful to explain your answer.
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(Total for Question 5 = 16 marks)

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 50 MARKS
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