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Introduction
This was the third series of this 2009 Schools History Project Source Enquiry. Most 
candidates were able to demonstrate responses that were worthy of at least some credit. 
There was evidence that more responses were achieving the higher levels required by the 
mark scheme. There remain a number of areas where candidate responses could improve 
and hopefully the following report will help them achieve that. There was evidence that 
many centres had learnt from the experience of the first two series. That said there was 
some evidence that some candidates experienced some difficulty in terms of allocating 
time in the examination to questions in relation to the mark tariff that they are worth. 
Too many long answers to questions 1 and 2 were answered with much more effort and 
depth than many responses to question 5. The latter was despite the fact that the latter 
had many more marks allocated to it. There were fewer responses that were written in the 
wrong sections of the answer book. This is a particular problem in responses to question 
4, which instead of using the next page of the answer book after completing the first page 
of question 4 continue their answers on the last page of question 3. There were far too 
many simplistic responses concerning the value and utility of sources. Many of these are 
inaccurate and misinformed. Too many responses saw all primary sources as reliable and 
useful and secondary as worthless. As mentioned in previous reports the value of tackling 
questions under examination conditions is a useful way of preparing candidates to respond 
appropriately to the demands of the examination as well as the specification.
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Question 1

Question 1: Overall candidates answered this question well with a minority achieving  only 
L1 or 2. Most candidates focused on the number of people not paying as the main 
unsupported inference at L2 or they focused generally on the anger and unfairness of 
the tax. At L3 the responses were mainly focused on supported inferences around the 
government’s inability to control non payment and the ineffectiveness of enforcement or 
collection/administration of the tax due to mass opposition. Responses here tended to focus 
on the number of non payers being a problem as the government would have less money 
and income. Alternatively they could not enforce non payment as either they couldn’t jail 
all those people or they couldn’t collect the money or fines of non payment due to being 
stopped or violence being used on officers (e.g. sieges). Other responses were that it 
weakened the Governments credibility due to growing mass opposition (now 13 million) and 
obvious public dislike of the tax was likely to lose support in elections. Weaker responses 
tended to paraphrase the source or quote sections of it without comment.
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This response was able to make several 
valid inferences and supported these with 
reference to the source itself.

Examiner Comments

This response was able to make several 

Examiner Comments

Remember to make two or more inferences and 
provide support from the source. Unsupported 
inferences can only achieve a maximum of 3 marks.

Remember to make two or more inferences and 

Examiner Tip
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Question 2
Question 2: Overall candidates answered this question well with very few producing 
responses at Level 1. Candidates generally had a good grasp of the question and were 
confident in using the source, with most answers getting in to top level 2 and beyond. 
Nearly all candidates clearly understood that the source was against the leaders of the poll 
tax protest. They were also able at various levels to describe and support how they knew; 
the source disapproved of the protestors and was being negative. At level 2 there were 
mainly valid comments making use of the source, about how horrified people (old ladies) 
were of the violence used. Many were able to comment on the use of phrases such as “rent 
a mob” or describing protestors as “extremists” and “revolutionaries” At this level there was 
general recognition of bias. However there was less confidence displayed in using source 
content on how the author created, sustained or built this impression by the selection or 
deliberate use of language. The better answers could make effective use of the language 
used in the article, particularly “revolutionaries” and “militant” to support the idea of 
extremism and also the tone of the passage with the use of “sarcastic language”. At level 3 
there was good understanding of treatment and selection focusing on the negative language 
and bias and ability to build the impression with how the impression is created and how the 
author is trying to persuade people not to support the protests. Some candidates believed 
that the author was only against the leaders (as the author appears sympathetic to the 
genuine protestors, but is against the militants). Other responses supported the view that 
the author was against the whole protest as it has already been taken over. Some thought 
that the author portrayed the old ladies as weak and naïve.
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This response made it to Level 3 with its 
understanding of the piece which sees different 
sides to the protest movement but believes that 
it has been hi-jacked by militants. 

Examiner Comments

This response made it to Level 3 with its 

Examiner Comments

You could use the nature and provenace of a 
source in Question 2 to support your answer.
You could use the nature and provenace of a 

Examiner Tip
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Question 3

Question 3: Many of the responses tended to trawl through each source in turn, outlining 
what Source C said, followed by similar treatment of the other two sources. Candidates 
generally made a good attempt at this question. Most responded using all 3 sources, with 
only a few staying at L1 or low L2 .Overall candidates understood the question and achieved 
mid level 2 and low level 3. In level 2 many responses matched and cross referenced 
content or used reliability of the source with no reference to content. Here the responses 
were focused mainly on supporting a 'Yes' answer with content. Yes they did use violence, 
A talks of violent marches and protests or office sieges; B shows violent demonstrations at 
town halls or they are rent a mob/revolutionaries; C is clear evidence of violence. At this 
level there was no attempt to dig deeper and see that B & C only went so far in showing 
there was violence compared to C, so no challenge was made. At the bottom of L3 there 
were a few weak attempts to weigh up support that collectively all sources go as far to say 
there was violence but some more than others. With some development this did put some 
at L3/7 as opposed to 8 or 9. At the mid to higher levels of L3 there was more explicit use 
of the content to support statements to show for and against the use of violence with and/
or discussion of the nature of the source. A significant number picked up that Source A 
shows that non violent methods were used, except for the hint of violence in the sieges 
of offices. The bias of this source was also identified. B doesn’t outline violent methods 
except the violent demonstration at council meetings. This source does mention specifically 
genuine non violent protestors and the obvious bias of the source which is a newspaper: C 
was identified as clearly showing violence but the more perceptive commented that it is just 
one picture which might not be typical. In relation to providence of the sources, most only 
focused on Source A as a leader of the protesters to help support B and C, however better 
students considered the nature of B and the use of a photo as evidence.
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This was a good level 3 response that made 
effective use of both content and nature with 
good use of the sources in support

Examiner Comments

This was a good level 3 response that made 

Examiner Comments

Develop effective cross referencing methods. "All 
three sources mention violence, C shows it directly 
and B mentions violent demonstrations. A however 
generally mentions more peaceful methods"

Develop effective cross referencing methods. "All 

Examiner Tip
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Question 4

Question 4: The Sources should be evaluated in this question in terms of their usefulness 
in answering a specific question, as well as commenting on their content, nature, and 
provenance. This question did cause some candidates real problems. Most candidates did 
not stay in L1 but clearly were in level 2. Many candidates discussed the value of D in 
comparison with E, with the focus on whether D was more reliable. Many thought that a 
firsthand Prime Minister’s account rather than a biased anti-conservative web report was 
more reliable. At L2 most candidates showed they understood that both were biased, and 
then discussed some aspects of their relative strength or weakness. At this level there 
was little reference to information or content which showed the violence. Other candidates 
focused only on the information provided from the content of the sources at L2. Here they 
focused mainly on the information about violence such as who started it, descriptions of 
violence and who was to blame. There were a number of rather simplistic attempts at 
justifying the reliability of the sources based on when they were produced. Many answers 
claimed that Mrs Thatcher’s was a primary source and therefore better, and that since 
she was the Prime Minister she would not lie. Better responses were able at level 3 to 
combine both NOP with source content weighing up what the source shows with comment 
on its reliability or lack of it. For example D provides useful statistics. However these were 
seen by some to take the side of the police and the Government. As such they had been 
purposefully selected and no mention is made of how many protestors were injured. Or 
the PM is not likely to exaggerate as it is an authoritative biography and she does say that 
the violence was due to only a group of trouble makers not all protestors. E on the other 
hand was valuable as it tells us who started it and how people responded. It is a secondary 
source done years later after the event and with further research and hindsight. It gives the 
peoples version and is not likely to lie as too many people were there to witness it, including 
the T.V. At L3 most candidates received 8 or 9 marks.
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This is a good Level 3 response 
that that makes use of both 
content and nature.

Examiner Comments

This is a good Level 3 response 

Examiner Comments
 Combine both content and nature in an evaluation of 
both sources. 
 Remember to make a judgement as to which source is 
more valuable. 

 Combine both content and nature in an evaluation of 
Examiner Tip
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Question 5

Question 5: Many students had a reasonable stab at this question and were able to 
answer confidently at level 2 using sources or own knowledge. At this level sources were 
used mainly to agree with the statement with straightforward 'Yes' responses. Many then 
used sources A, F and G, or their own knowledge, to support their response but with no 
analysis or depth of evidence. A few disagreed and supported violence as the main reason 
why the Poll Tax was abolished. At level 3 there was more of a focused yes, with depth 
and own knowledge at the high end of L3 (giving the APTU, government concern over a 
forthcoming election and Mrs Thatcher’s unpopularity as factors). Other responses favoured 
a combined yes and no response, with students looking at the 3 sources, or using wider 
own knowledge, or factors from other sources. At this level very coherent, supported 
and sustained arguments were put forward but without own knowledge they could not 
exceed 10 marks. At level 4 very few candidates received 16 as there was little attempt 
to evaluate the sources as part of the evidence. A few received 15 with some evaluation 
usually on Source A being biased but being the most useful source to support mass non 
payment. Most candidates received 13 or 14 marks by providing a sustained argument and 
clear conclusion. Typically candidates at this level weighed up the implications of mass non 
payment with other factors, such as not being able to legally challenge or enforce it, the 
loss of revenue, or John Majors tactic to win the electorate over after Mrs Thatcher resigned.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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