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Introduction
Nearly all candidates completed all the necessary questions and were within the rubric of 
this examination paper. There were very few blank spaces, and responses were frequently 
directed to the actual focus and thrust of the set question. There were some very strong 
and detailed responses which showed clear skills of selection and deployment of relevant 
knowledge. Many candidates also clearly demonstrated the ability to write a sustained 
analysis and reach a judgement in the 5b and 6b questions. Further, there seemed to be a 
noticeable reduction in the number of candidates who had failed to attempt the final (and 
highest scoring) question which would indicate that candidates timed themselves better to 
complete the entire examination paper, or as seems to be increasingly common, beginning 
with the highest marked answer at the start of their examination.

The following has been mentioned in previous reports but it is a worthwhile reminder to 
centres and also for schools new to this specification. Stimulus material is always provided 
for questions 3, 4, 5b and 6b. In this particular examination paper bullet points were used. 
Centres should note that in some examination series the stimulus material may take the 
form of stimulus such as a map, poster, picture, graph, or a short piece of continuous prose. 
There are examples of questions with stimulus other than bullet points in the second set of 
Specimen Assessment Materials which are on the main Edexcel website for GCSE History B. 
The stimulus material is always offered as a prompt to students of some of the main issues 
and the chronological time span for the particular question set. The stimulus material does 
not have to be used at all and this is often the case with the highest scoring responses. 
Conversely students should not rely on the stimulus material alone or simply rewrite or 
describe the provided material in their own words – both of which will invariably give a low 
scoring response.
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 Question 1 

     Question 1. Most candidates reached Level 2 by making a valid supported inference from 
the source about the isolation, living or farming conditions facing homesteaders. A number 
of responses did not use the source and instead wrote often lengthy and detailed answers 
all about the life and work of homesteaders.     

 This knowledge was often very good with specifi c and accurate details but centres are 
reminded that the assessment objective on question 1 does require students to make direct 
use of the source provided to make a supported inference. 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 
  

 

 

 

This example of a candidate’s work is an 
example of a supported inference from the 
source and is high Level 2.

Examiner Comments

This example of a candidate’s work is an 

Examiner Comments
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Question 2

Question 2. The “attitudes to the land and nature” option proved much more popular than 
“the social structure of tribes.” There were very few blank scripts and few answers were in 
level 1. There were very few candidates who ignored the rubric and wrote on both choices. 
When this did happen, examiners were instructed to mark both options and then award 
the higher mark of two. On the “attitudes to land and nature” option candidates reached 
level 3 by recognising the focus of the question and explaining how beliefs helped the 
Plains Indians to live successfully on the Plains. Most answers remained in level 2 and were 
descriptions about non-ownership of land, extensive use of the buffalo and the nomadic 
lifestyle. There were more level 3 responses for the second option with explanations such 
as “the old taking themselves off to die meant they would not slow the tribe down,” as well 
as other aspects explained such as the different roles of men, women, chiefs and medicine 
men.
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This is an example of a high level 3 answer which has a 
clear focus on the set question with supporting detail.

Examiner Comments
This is an example of a high level 3 answer which has a 

Examiner Comments
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Question 3

This question was chosen by approximately two thirds of candidates. Level 3 answers 
explained a range of reasons for conflict between cattle ranchers and homesteaders with 
some examining the conflict changed over time. Level 2 answers described examples of 
conflict such as cattle drives, the destruction of homesteaders’ crops, the use of barbed 
wire, the end of the open range and tensions created by the increase in sheep farming. 
Some candidates lost focus of the set question and wrote detailed narrative accounts of the 
Johnson County War. Level 1 answers gave simple statements such as “they both wanted 
the same land.” There were a number of candidates who seemed convinced that Texas Fever 
was transmitted from humans to cattle.
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This is a clear level 3 answer with details to support 
a response with a clear focus on the set question.

Examiner Comments
This is a clear level 3 answer with details to support 

Examiner Comments



GCSE History 5HB02 2B 9

Question 4

Level 3 answers explained with supporting details how the work of cowboys changed as a 
result of the development of ranching and the end of the Long Drives. These answers often 
explained how their work had changed to “riding the line” and had become more routine, 
comfortable and less wild. Level 2 answers often lost sight of the focus of the question and 
often described the lives of cowboys, the problems in cow towns or gave 

an answer to changes in the cattle industry. There were very few Level 1 answers but these 
were often simple statements like “they looked after cattle”, “mended fences,” or “did the 
round-up.”
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This answer is clear level 3 with details to support a 
response with a clear focus on the set question.

Examiner Comments
This answer is clear level 3 with details to support a 

Examiner Comments
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Question 5

For question 5a students were clearly familiar with the range of difficulties facing people 
migrating West in the 1840s. In Level 3 most students used relevant details from examples 
such as the Donner Party to consider the dangers and problems facing wagon trains and 
therefore were specific to the 1840s. Level 2 answers were generally a generic list of 
problems. There were very few Level 1 answers although some candidates confused wagon 
trains with railroads or described problems facing those trying to settle in the West. In part 
5b those students that achieved Level 4 had a clear focus on the statement in the question 
and wrote a sustained argument. These responses weighed up the destruction of the buffalo 
against other factors such as the impact of US government policy, the actions of the army, 
the impact of the railroads and the discovery of gold in the Black Hills to reach a judgement 
on the end of the Plains Indians’ traditional way of life. Level 3 answers explained the role 
of the destruction of the buffalo and/or other factors as reasons for the end of the Plains 
Indians’ traditional way of life. Level 2 answers were often long descriptions of the Plains 
Indians extensive use of the buffalo or described their traditional way of life. There were 
very few Level 1 responses to this question. One TL commented that he particularly enjoyed 
a set of candidates’ responses which made the very apt and appropriate reference to the 
buffalo as a ‘supermarket’ for Native Americans.
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This answer is level 3 and level 4 for questions 
5a and 5b respectively with a clear focus on 
both set questions.

Examiner Comments
This answer is level 3 and level 4 for questions 

Examiner Comments
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Question 6

Those awarded Level 3 for part 6a recognised the focus of the question and showed how 
railroads overcame many of the problems that earlier settlers had faced such as law 
and order and isolation. Many candidates explained that railroad companies sold nearby 
land cheaply, and the economic advantages to settlers of the creation of markets and 
the transportation of goods. Level 2 answers tended to lose sight of the focus on “people 
settling” and instead described the growth of railroads, the problems of construction, how 
railroads improved travelling to and from the West or described the benefits of travelling 
by rail over wagon trains. Level 1 answers tended to be simple statements such as “they 
were faster” and “it was safer.” In part 6b those students that achieved Level 4 had a clear 
focus on the statement in the question and wrote a sustained argument. These responses 
weighed up the role of broken treaties against other factors such as the different attitudes 
to land, the concept of “Manifest Destiny”, the US government’s use of reservations and the 
discovery of gold to reach a judgement on the reasons for the Sioux Wars in the 1860s and 
1870s. Level 3 answers explained the role of broken treaties or other factors in leading to 
the Sioux Wars. Level 2 answers were often narrative accounts of the discovery of gold in 
the Black Hills, “told the story” of the Sioux Wars, or wrote a very long description of the 
Battle of Little Big Horn. 
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This candidate achieves full marks for both parts 
of this question with clear focus and supporting 
details to answer both parts 6a and 6b.

Examiner Comments
This candidate achieves full marks for both parts 

Examiner Comments
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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