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Introduction
There were many impressive responses to the question set on this year’s paper. Candidates 
wrote with confidence and often in great detail, with only Question 1(c) causing difficulties, 
as a result of some candidates lacking an understand of what was meant by the ‘cult of 
Stalin’.

To enable centres to continue to work on improving performance, it may prove beneficial 
to consider the demands of Question 2 and the revised Question 3 before looking at 
performance in the individual questions.

Both alternatives in Question 2 this year were on change. Candidates must, therefore, take 
care to ensure that they do not just write on what happened, but explain how the position 
was different from what had gone before. Where a question requires a discussion of what 
went before, candidates need not write in detail, but it was easier to emphasise the changes 
in agriculture by giving a brief account of the New Economic Policy so as to be able to 
compare it with collectivisation.

There was an amendment to Question 3 this year which resulted in only two stimuli, 
instead of the usual three. Examiners were instructed to limit reward within a level where 
candidates did not use additional knowledge (as per Ofqual’s ruling). Whilst most candidates 
have looked to do this in the past, centres should note that it is now a requirement and 
Level 4 cannot be accessed without three explanations being given. As only two stimuli are 
provided, by definition, the use of a third explanation using additional knowledge is required.
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Question 1 (a)
Candidates had few difficulties with this opening question. Although a very small minority 
extracted or paraphrased information in the source and were rewarded only at Level 1, the 
vast majority of candidates had little difficulty making an inference. Most common were 
suggestions that Stalin was ‘cunning’ or ‘ruthless’. In most cases, there inferences were 
supported from the source and Level 3 was awarded.

This is an excellent example of a 
candidate getting straight to the point. 
The inference is given in the first line 
and the support in line three. The rest 
of the answer is unnecessary, as full 
marks have already been achieved.

Examiner Comments

Remember that candidates do not 
have to write at length on this 
question. They need to make an 
inference, support it with a quote 
from the source - and move on! 

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (b)
This question showed some confusion in the candidates’ minds about the position of women 
in the Soviet Union. What examiners wanted to see was detail on the increased importance 
of women in the workforce and steps taken by the State to help women work, but also 
remain responsible for family life. Many candidates wrote on this, along with details of how 
divorce was made more difficult and abortion banned. Some mention of the theoretical 
political equality not being matched in reality was also seen.

There was, however, a lot of misplaced detail about women working because the men were 
at war (perhaps the Home Front in Britain in the First World War?) and increased freedom as 
a result of Bolshevik measures (which Stalin largely reversed).
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This is not a strong answer. The 
first paragraph reaches Level 2 for 
a discussion on the increased role 
of women in employment, but the 
last two paragraphs add little and 
contain factual errors.

Examiner Comments

In this question, the examiners are 
looking for precise detail. So candidates 
should organise their response into two 
paragraphs and then provide as much 
detail as they can to support those point.

Examiner Tip



GCSE History 5HA02 2B 7

Question 1 (c)
Most candidates had a good understanding of the cult of Stalin (there was some confusion 
between the cult and the purges) and wrote at length about the use of posters and 
propaganda portraying Stalin as the father of the nation.  Where greatest reward was 
gained came where candidates were aware that the question required an explanation of the 
consequences of the cult. Here it was perfectly possible to argue that the popularity and 
support created by the cult allowed Stalin to maintain himself in power, to win support for 
his controversial agricultural and industrial policies and even for the purges and the terror. 
Candidates who appreciated this wider impact scored well in Level 3.
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This answer is generally Level 2 for 
explaining what the cult was, but 
the suggestion that it led to more 
support for Stalin's policies takes it 
into the bottom end of Level 3

Examiner Comments

To score at the highest level candidates 
need to explain the wider effects of 
the cult. It made Stalin more popular, 
but what was the impact on the Soviet 
Union of this popularity.

Examiner Tip



GCSE History 5HA02 2B 9

Question 1 (d)
It seems all candidates are familiar with Stalin’s paranoia and were able to explain how this 
led to the purges. Other answers considered a more general ‘getting rid of the opposition’ 
or the fear created by the death (or deliberate murder) of Kirov. There was good detail 
provided and such answers generally scored well in Level 2. Where Level 3 was achieved 
it was for explanations of how the purges were part of a wider policy of controlling all 
aspects of Soviet life, so as to ensure complete obedience and ensure the success of Stalin’s 
reforms.
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A clear Level 3 answer. Reasons are given 
and factual detail is used to explain how 
the purges brought about the desired 
outcome.

Examiner Comments
Candidates need to make sure that they link 
their reasons to the outcome. It is not enough 
to say that Stalin introduced the purges to make 
sure his policies were not opposed. How did the 
introduction of the purges bring this about?

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a)
Candidates had few problems relating the story of the introduction of the policy of 
collectivisation and its impact on Soviet agriculture. The degree of knowledge was 
impressive, but despite this, marks were sometimes restricted to Level 2 because candidates 
failed to explain the degree of change. There is a significant difference between saying that 
Stalin introduced the policy of collectivisation and explaining that there was a significant 
change from the NEP to the state controlled, mechanised system of farming introduced by 
Stalin. 
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A concise, but very good response. The 
candidate does not simply give details 
of the policy of collectivisation, but 
explains how it was different to the NEP 
and what changes it brought about.

Examiner Comments

This question is about change, so it 
is not enough to explain how Stalin 
brought in collectivisation. Candidates 
have to explain how the policy changed 
the Soviet Union.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (b)
In much the same way as in Question 2(a), candidates tended to divide into those that 
could give details of Gosplan and the Five Year Plans, and those who could explain what 
difference this made to Russia in general. Where candidates concentrated on the detail of 
the industrialisation policy (increased production, forced labour, etc.) Level 2 was awarded. 
Where they were able to explain that under Stalin the industrialisation of the Soviet Union 
turned it into an industrial giant able to compete with the world’s leaders, then Level 3 was 
awarded.
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An excellent example of a Level 2 
response. A lot of impressive detail, 
but no explanation of the significance 
of the changes for the Soviet Union.

Examiner Comments

This question is about change, so 
it is not enough to explain how 
Stalin introduced the Five Year 
Plans. Candidates have to explain how 
those plans changed the Soviet Union.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (a)
It seems that candidates were glad to see Rasputin back on the specification, and many of 
them wrote at length about his alleged behaviour whilst the Tsar was absent from court. 
Unfortunately, some candidates then forgot to explain how such behaviour helped bring 
about the Tsar’s abdication. Candidates were more secure on how the defeats of the Russian 
armies helped bring about the downfall of the Tsar (though he was often blamed for defeats 
which pre-dated his taking command). Candidates also wrote well on the influence of the 
Bolsheviks and general discontent with the Tsar’s autocratic rule. Where such answers were 
able to explain how this brought about the Tsar’s fall (as opposed to simply asserting that 
‘this made him unpopular’), Level 3 was awarded. Where there was a direct comparison 
between the impact of the various factors, Level 4 was achieved.

This extract from a candidate's answer 
gives a good example of how an 
explanation links the stated reason to the 
stated outcome (the Tsar's abdication). 
Here the candidate concludes that 
Rasputin and the Tsarina's actions brought 
about a loss of belief in the monarchy.

Examiner Comments

Candidates must make sure that they 
do not lapse into writing extensive 
narrative without explaining why the 
factor they are describing contributed 
to the outcome in the question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (b)
This was very much the more popular of the two Question 3 options, and there were some 
highly impressive response.  Many candidates explained the importance of war communism 
in keeping the Red armies supplied and the role of Trotsky in organising and controlling 
the Red forces. It was common to see a discussion on how the weakness of the Whites 
contributed to Bolshevik success or how foreign powers were half-hearted in their opposition 
to the Bolsheviks.

On this question there were more answers which were able to prioritise and some extremely 
impressive responses explaining how the factors combined to bring about Bolshevik victory.
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This extract from a candidate's answer reflects a common error made 
on Question 3. The candidate has previously explained how three 
factors were responsible for the Bolshevik victory in the Civil War. Then 
the candidate looks to address prioritisation. The answer, however, falls 
into the trap of stating that the role of Trotsky was the most important 
because it was very important. There is no comparison of factors.

Examiner Comments

Remember, that to prioritise reasons candidates 
must make a direct comparison between factors. 
Why was one reason more important than another?

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice: 

•	 Make sure you are aware of the different skills tested in each question (e.g. Question 
1(c) is always about effects).

•	 When addressing the issue of change in Question 2 make sure you show the position 
'before' in order to show how what you are explaining is a change.

•	 Remember that the top levels are for explanation. That involves using factual knowledge 
to make your points, not just asserting that something is the case.

•	 In Question 3, you cannot reach the top of Level 2, or Level 3 (and cannot reach Level 4 
at all) without bringing a factor additional to those in the stimuli into your answer.

•	 In Question 3 prioritisation involves direct comparison between at least two factors. It 
is not sufficient to explain why one factor was the most important without reference to 
other factors.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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