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GCSE Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar
Exemplification Booklet

History A: The Making of the Modern World
(2HAOI)

ALWAYS LEARNING PEARSON



Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Marking Criteria

These criteria are common to all four subjects — GCSE English Literature, GCSE History, GCSE Geography and
GCSE Religious Studies.

However, the marks allocated to each level vary for individual subjects and units.

Questions with four marks available for SPaG

Questions with three marks available for SPaG
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Examiner Comments

Intermediate
Performance
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GCSE History A Unit 2 Option 2A: Germany 1918-39 (S5SHAO02/2A)

There are up to 3 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

Answer EITHER Question 2(a) OR 2(b).

EITHER
2 (a) Explain how the Nazis used propéganda to win support in Germany in the years
1933-39.
(8)
OR
2 (b) Explain how the German economy changed in the years 1928-32,
(8)

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross & in the box.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #&
and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.
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Examiner Comments Mark
There is general control of meaning in the context of Intermediate
the demands of the question. performance
A good range of specialist vocabulary is used with Level 2
sufficient facility to convey meaning (e.g. ‘ideals’,

‘ e ; / g(eg 2 marks
media’, ‘in a good light’).

Spelling, punctuation and use of grammar show

considerable accuracy, with the exception of the weak

use of capital letters. Most of the capital letters have ‘
been omitted. _
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GCSE History A Unit 2 Option 2A: Germany 1918-39 (S5SHAO02/2A)

There are up to 3 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

Answer EITHER Question 2(a) OR 2(b).

EITHER
2 (a) Explain how the Nazis used propaganda to win support in Germany in the years
1933-39,
(8)
OR
2 (b) Explain how the German economy changed in the years 1928-32.
(8)

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross [ in the box.
if you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross .

mm= | Chosen Question Number: Question 2(a) Question 2(b) &
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Examiner Comments Mark

There is good control of meaning in the context of the demands of Intermediate
the question, though some language use is colloquial (e.g. ‘broke’). performance
There is some range in use of specialist terms (e.g. ‘reperations’ Level 2
(sic), ‘stocks and shares’), however the references to Stresemann )

‘ Vo , . . marks
as ‘Chancellor’, ‘the Dawes Plan of 1924’ and coping with ‘passive
resistance’ are not appropriate for the period 1928-32 and cannot
be credited in the context of the demands of the question.
Spelling, punctuation and use of grammar show considerable ‘
accuracy although there are spelling errors. — T T4
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GCSE History A Unit 2 Option 2B: Russia 1917-39 (5HA02/2B)

There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

Answer EITHER Question 3(a) OR 3(b).
EITHER

*3 (a) Was the poor standard of living of the Russian people the main reason why the
Tsar was overthrown in February 19177 Explain your answer.

(16)

-~

You may use the following in your answer and any other information of your own.

The poor standard of living of the Russian people
Demonstrations and strikes in Petrograd

Russia’s failures in the First World War

The weaknesses of Nicholas Il

\

OR

*3 (b) Was the use of propaganda the main reason why Stalin was able to maintain
control in Russia? Explain your answer.

(16)

-
You may use the following in your answer and any other information of your own.

~

¢ The use of propaganda
e The 1936 Constitution
e Removing political opposition
¢ New opportunities for women and children

L. -

(Total for Question 3 = 16 marks)
S
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross & in the box.

If you change your mind, put a line through the box %
and then indicate your new question with a cross [&.

Chosen Question Number:  Question 3(a) ﬂ/ Question 3(b) [ S—
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Examiner Comments Mark
There is good control of meaning in the context of the Intermediate
demands of the question, and this allows the award of performance
the upper mark in Level 2.

PP Level 2

There is use of a good range of specialist terms

T e o, 3 marks
(e.g. ‘Tsarina’, ‘ministers’, ‘living conditions’, ‘inflation’).
Spelling, punctuation and use of grammar are generally
correct, although there are too many errors for ‘

consistent accuracy. Paragraphing is good.
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GCSE History A Unit 2 Option 2B: Russia 1917-39 (5HA02/2B)

There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

Answer EITHER Question 3(a) OR 3(b).
EITHER

*3 (a) Was the poor standard of living of the Russian people the main reason why the
Tsar was overthrown in February 19177 Explain your answer.

(16)
4 ™\
You may use the following in your answer and any other information of your own.
» The poor standard of living of the Russian people
» Demonstrations and strikes in Petrograd
e Russia’s failures in the First World War
* The weaknesses of Nicholas I|
\_ J
OR
*3 (b) Was the use of propaganda the main reason why Stalin was able to maintain
control in Russia? Explain your answer.
(16)
' ™
You may use the following in your answer and any other information of your own.
¢ The use of propaganda
o The 1936 Constitution
* Removing political opposition
* New opportunities for women and children
LS v
(Total for Question 3 = 16 marks)
\, .
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross [ in the box.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box
and then indicate your new question with a cross X,

Chosen Question Number:  Question 3(a) [ Question 3(b) =
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Examiner Comments Mark

There is good control of meaning in the context of the Intermediate
demands of the question. performance

There is use of a range of specialist terms Level 2

(e.g. ‘bolsheviks’ (sic), ‘show trials’, ‘denounce’). 3 marks

Spelling, punctuation and the use of grammar are

generally correct. Although comma use and use of
capital letters are areas of relative weakness, the
response merits the award of the higher mark in I

Level 2 overall. e X
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GCSE History A Unit 2 Option 2C: The USA 191941 (5HA02/2C)

There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

Answer EITHER Question 3(a) OR 3(b).
EITHER
*3 (a) Was advertising the most important feature of the ‘Roaring Twenties’ in the USA?
Explain your answer.
(16)
. N
You may use the following in your answer and any other information of your own.
I « Advertising
Y+ » Changes in the position of women
2 ¢ Economic prosperity
3« New forms of entertainment
L >
OR
*3 (b) Was the opposition of the Supreme Court the most difficult problem faced by
Roosevelt in the years 1935-41?7 Explain your answer.
(16)
s A
You may use the following in your answer and any other information of your own.
* The opposition of the Supreme Court
* The need to provide social security
* Radical critics such as Huey Long
¢ Unemployment
. _ >y
(Total for Question 3 = 16 marks)
\ >
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross & in the box.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box &%
and then indicate your new question with a cross .
Chosen Question Number:  Question 3(a) & Question 3(b) [
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Examiner Comments Mark
There is good control of meaning in the context of the Intermediate
demands of the question. performance
A good range of specialist terms in the context of Level 2

the period is used as required (e.g. ‘economic boom’,
‘Roaring Twenties’, ‘Flapper’).

Spelling, punctuation and use of grammar are sufficiently

accurate to allow an upper Level 2 award overall, in

spite of some minor errors and the misuse of the

apostrophe. Greater accuracy here would have allowed ‘

this response into Level 3.

3 marks

18
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Examiner Comments
High
Performance
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GCSE History A Unit 2 Option 2A: Germany 1918-39 (S5SHAO02/2A)

There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

Answer EITHER Question 3(a) OR 3(b).
EITHER
*3 (a) Was the Treaty of Versailles the most serious problem faced by the Weimar
Republic in the years 1919-23? Explain your answer.
(16)
s N
You may use the following in your answer and any other information of your own.
e The Treaty of Versailles
* Hyperinflation
s Attacks on the government
¢ The weaknesses of the Constitution
. A
OR
*3 (b) How successful was the Nazi Government in dealing with the economic problems
it faced in the years 1933-397 Explain your answer.
(16)
s Ty
You may use the following in your answer and any other information of your own,
e Changes in the standard of living
e Rearmament .
¢ Controlling the workforce
e Public works J
L.
(Total for Question 3 = 16 marks)
'
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross X in the box.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box 58
and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.

Chosen Question Number:  Question 3(a) X Question 3(b) [ M—
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Examiner Comments Mark

There is effective control of meaning in the context of High performance

the demands of the question. Level 3

A wide range of specialist terms is used adeptly and
with precision (e.g. ‘constitution’, ‘hyperinflation’,
‘Freikorps’, ‘minority’).

4 marks

Combined with these qualities, there is sufficiently

consistent accuracy in spelling, punctuation and use of

grammar to allow a Level 3 award overall, although

some commas are omitted. ‘
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GCSE History A Unit 2 Option 2B: Russia 1917-39 (5HA02/2B)

There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

Answer EITHER Question 3(a) OR 3(b).
EITHER

*3 (a) Was the poor standard of living of the Russian people the main reason why the
Tsar was overthrown in February 19177 Explain your answer.

(16)
'd ™y
You may use the following in your answer and any other information of your own.
* The poor standard of living of the Russian people
¢ Demonstrations and strikes in Petrograd
e Russia’s fallures in the First World War
e The weaknesses of Nicholas Ii
\ J
OR
*3 (b) Was the use of propaganda the main reason why Stalin was able to maintain
control in Russia? Explain your answer,
(16)
(" ™
You may use the following in your answer and any other information of your own.
* The use of propaganda
* The 1936 Constitution
* Removing political opposition
¢ New opportunities for women and children
A% vy

(Total for Question 3 = 16 marks)
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross [ in the box.

if you change your mind, put a line through the box &
and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen Question Number:  Question 3(a) [ Question 3(b) & -
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Examiner Comments Mark
There is effective control of meaning in the context of High performance
the demands of the question in this lengthy response, Level 3
which exemplifies high Level 3 performance.
4 marks

A wide range of specialist terms is used adeptly and
with precision (e.g. ‘censored’, ‘Socialist Realism’,
‘show trials’, ‘Supreme Soviet’).

The candidate spells, punctuates and uses the rules of
grammar with consistent accuracy.

26 GCSE History A 2HAOI Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Exemplification Booklet




GCSE History A Unit 2 Option 2C: The USA 191941 (5HA02/2C)

There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

Answer EITHER Question 3(a) OR 3(b).
EITHER
*3 (a) Was advertising the most important feature of the ‘Roaring Twenties'in the USA?
Explain your answer.
(16)
r A
You may use the following in your answer and any other information of your own.
e Advertising
# Changes in the position of women
* Economic prosperity
¢ New forms of entertainment
A -
OR
*3 (b) Was the opposition of the Supreme Court the most difficult problem faced by
Roosevelt in the years 1935-417 Explain your answer.
(16)
s N
You may use the following in your answer and any other information of your own,
* The opposition of the Supreme Court
* The need to provide social security
* Radical critics such as Huey Long
¢ Unemployment
(. >y
(Total for Question 3 = 16 marks)
|
\, w
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross (& in the box.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross [.

Chosen Question Number:  Question 3(a) [ Question 3(b) K —
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Examiner Comments Mark
This is an example of an unfinished answer where High performance
a candidate, in spite of obvious haste, manages to
o - . . Level 3
maintain enough control of writing to merit a borderline
award of Level 3. 4 marks

Effective control of meaning is evident in the
introduction and the two paragraphs which are
completed.

In spite of the slip regarding ‘Liberal Democrat’, a wide
range of specialist terms is used with precision

(e.g. ‘unconstitutional’, ‘Republican’, ‘alphabet agencies’,
‘political critics’).

Spelling, punctuation and use of grammar are
consistently accurate.
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GCSE History A Unit 3 Option 3B: War and the transformation of
British society c1931-51 (5SHAOQ3/3B)

There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

*5 Study all the sources (A to F) and use your own knowledge.
‘Women were pleased to do men’s jobs in the Second World War'

How far do the sources in this paper support this statement? Use details from the

sources and your own knowledge to explain your answer.
(16)
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Examiner Comments Mark

There is effective control of meaning in the context of High performance
the demands of this question. The candidate’s reasoning Level 3

is clear.

. . . . 4 marks
The question requires specialist terms in the sense

of specialist language of source analysis, and this
specialist language is evident in the use of reasoning
and qualification of points (e.g. ‘However it does not
state...., ‘although it states...’, ‘it also suggests...").

Spelling, punctuation and use of grammar are
consistently accurate. -
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GCSE History A Unit 3 Option 3A: War and the transformation of
British society c1903-28 (5SHAO03/3A)

There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question

*5 Study all the sources (A to F) and use your own knowledge.
‘The Battle of Mons was the most important reason for the failure of the Schlieffen

Plan’
How far do the sources in this paper support this statement? Use details from the
sources and your own knowledge to explain your answer.

(16)
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__________ AW S ] Examiner Comments

: This response conveys complex reasoning and the
candidate’s control of meaning is effective in the context
of the demands of the question, although the colloquial
use of ‘down to’ weakens the overall impression of a very
high-level response.

A good range of specialist terms and language is adeptly
used (e.g. ‘heavy losses’, ‘retreat’, ‘suggests’, ‘self-
promoting’, ‘portrayed’, ‘focuses’).

The use of grammar is good, with complex sentence
construction. In spite of the presence of minor errors in
spelling and punctuation, the response overall just meets
the criterion of consistent accuracy in spelling, punctuation

34

and use of grammar. e X

Mark
High performance

Level 3

4 marks

7
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Examiner Comments

Threshold
Perfo/rmance
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GCSE History A Unit 2 Option 2B: Russia 1917-39 (5HA02/2B)

There are up to 3 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

Answer EITHER Question 2(a) OR 2(b).

EITHER
2 (a) Explain the steps by which the Whites were defeated in the civil war in Russia
(1918-22).
(8)
OR
2 (b) Explain how Stalin industrialised the Soviet Union in the years 1928-39,
(8)

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross & in the box.

If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross [&.

s | Chosen Question Number: Question 2(a) [ Question 2(b) (1
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Examiner Comments Mark

The material relates to the context of the question and Threshold
meaning is made reasonably clear in spite of the misuse performance

of ‘morality’ and ‘simolaniuosly’ (sic). Level |

A limited range of specialist terms is used (e.g. ‘civil

- Ve e e, I mark
war’, ‘spread out’, ‘impact’, ‘motivation’).
There are errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar,
but there is basic use of paragraphs, and enough ‘

accuracy for the award of Level I.
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GCSE History A Unit 3 Option 3B: War and the transformation of
British society c1931-51 (5SHAOQ3/3B)

There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question

*5 Study all the sources (A to F) and use your own knowledge.
‘Women were pleased to do men's jobs in the Second World War'.

How far do the sources in this paper support this statement? Use details from the
sources and your own knowledge to explain your answer.
(16)
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Examiner Comments Mark
Errors do not hinder meaning in the response. Threshold
performance

There is limited use of specialist language relevant to the
demands of the question (e.g. ‘biased’, ‘making the war Level |

work sound...”).

) I mark
Although there are errors, there is reasonable accuracy
in spelling, punctuation and the use of grammar. '

Sentence construction is weak.
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GCSE History A Unit 3 Option 3C: A divided union? The USA 1945-1970
(SHAO03/3C)

There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

*5 Study all the sources (A to F) and use your own knowledge.

‘The Brown v Topeka case made a real difference to integration in schools in the USA
in the years 1954-60"

How far do the sources in this paper support this statement? Use details from the
sources and your own knowledge to explain your answer.

Wm\m QQW o, Yo e o
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Examiner Comments Mark
Meaning is made reasonably clear. Threshold
. - . . erformance

A limited range of specialist terms is used (e.g. ‘equal P

rights’, ‘biosst’ (sic)). Level |

There is some construction of sentences, with | mark

reasonable accuracy in spelling and basic punctuation. ‘
— A

GCSE History A 2HAOI Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Exemplification Booklet 4|



GCSE History A Unit 3 Option 3C: A divided union? The USA 1945-1970
(SHAO03/3C)

There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

*5 Study all the sources (A to F) and use your own knowledge.

‘"The Brown v Topeka case made a real difference to integration in schools in the USA
in the years 1954-60"

How far do the sources in this paper support this statement? Use details from the
sources and your own knowledge to explain your answer.
(16)
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Examiner Comments Mark

Errors do not hinder meaning in this response. Threshold

- . erformance
Some specialist terms are used in the context of the P

question (e.g. ‘segregation’, ‘Jim Crow laws’), but Level |

‘educational’ and ‘integrations’ are misused.
| mark

There is reasonable accuracy in spelling, punctuation and
the use of grammar in simple sentences. The qualities
in this response are sufficient overall for the award of .

Level |. — T4
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GCSE History A Unit 3 Option 3C: A divided union? The USA 1945-1970
(SHAO03/3C)

There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

*5 Study all the sources (A to F) and use your own knowledge.

"The Brown v Topeka case made a real difference to integration in schools in the USA
in the years 1954-60.

How far do the sources in this paper support this statement? Use details from the
| sources and your own knowledge to explain your answer.
| (16)
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Examiner Comments Mark
Errors do not hinder meaning in this response. Threshold
performance

Some specialist terms are used independently in the
context of the question (e.g. ‘abused’, ‘limited’), but Level |
most are transcribed from the source attributions.

I mark
There is some simple paragraphing and reasonable
accuracy in spelling and the use of grammar, although
there is misuse of capital letters. Punctuation is lacking.
The qualities in this response are only just sufficient for
the award of Level |. \_/\_—)‘
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Examiner Comments

Below Threshold

Performance
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GCSE History A Unit 3 Option 3C: A divided union? The USA 1945-1970
(SHAO03/3C)

There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

*5 Study all the sources (A to F) and use your own knowledge.

‘The Brown v Topeka case made a real difference to integration in schools in the USA
in the years 1954-60"

How far do the sources in this paper support this statement? Use details from the
sources and your own knowledge to explain your answer,

Examiner Comments Mark
The reference to the Supreme Court is not accurate in the context of the Below Threshold
demands of the question; this sentence is not assessed for spelling, punctuation performance

and use of the rules of grammar.
) o i ] Level O
Errors hinder meaning in the remainder of this response, though some relevant

comments can be discerned (e.g. ‘wrote thing (sic) to keep the black people from 0 marks
advancing and getting wrights’ (sic)).

There are some basic spelling errors (e.g. ‘where’ for ‘were’, ‘wrights’), but spelling
shows reasonable accuracy. Punctuation and use of the rules of grammar within
the context of the demands of the question are weak.

Overall, the weaknesses in relation to both these key areas (conveying meaning ‘
and SPaG) keep this response just below threshold performance.
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