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Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Marking Criteria

These criteria are common to all four subjects – GCSE English Literature, GCSE History, GCSE Geography and 
GCSE Religious Studies.

However, the marks allocated to each level vary for individual subjects and units.

Questions with four marks available for SPaG
0 marks Errors severely hinder the meaning of  the response or candidates do 

not spell, punctuate or use the rules of  grammar within the context 
of  the demands of  the question.

Threshold 
performance 

Level 1 1 mark Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of  grammar with 
reasonable accuracy in the context of  the demands of  the question. 
Any errors do not hinder meaning in the response. Where required, 
they use a limited range of  specialist terms appropriately. 

Intermediate 
performance 

Level 2 2–3 marks Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of  grammar with 
considerable accuracy and general control of  meaning in the context 
of  the demands of  the question. Where required, they use a good 
range of  specialist terms with facility. 

High 
performance 

Level 3 4 marks Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of  grammar with 
consistent accuracy and effective control of  meaning in the context 
of  the demands of  the question. Where required, they use a wide 
range of  specialist terms adeptly and with precision.

Questions with three marks available for SPaG
0 marks Errors severely hinder the meaning of  the response or candidates do 

not spell, punctuate or use the rules of  grammar within the context 
of  the demands of  the question.

Threshold 
performance 

Level 1 1 mark Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of  grammar with 
reasonable accuracy in the context of  the demands of  the question. 
Any errors do not hinder meaning in the response. Where required, 
they use a limited range of  specialist terms appropriately. 

Intermediate 
performance 

Level 2 2 marks Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of  grammar with 
considerable accuracy and general control of  meaning in the context 
of  the demands of  the question. Where required, they use a good 
range of  specialist terms with facility. 

High 
performance 

Level 3 3 marks Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of  grammar with 
consistent accuracy and effective control of  meaning in the context 
of  the demands of  the question. Where required, they use a wide 
range of  specialist terms adeptly and with precision.
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Intermediate
Performance

Examiner Comments
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GCSE History A Unit 2 Option 2A: Germany 1918–39 (5HA02/2A)
There are up to 3 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

260136/10

5 Sec02
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260136/11

5

Examiner Comments Mark
There is general control of  meaning in the context of  
the demands of  the question.

A good range of  specialist vocabulary is used with 
suffi  cient facility to  convey meaning (e.g. ‘ideals’, 
‘media’, ‘in a good light’).  

Spelling, punctuation and use of  grammar show 
considerable accuracy, with the exception of  the weak 
use of  capital letters. Most of  the capital letters have 
been omitted.

Intermediate 
performance

Level 2

2 marks
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GCSE History A Unit 2 Option 2A: Germany 1918–39 (5HA02/2A)
There are up to 3 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

260706/10

5 Sec02
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260706/11

5

Examiner Comments Mark
There is good control of  meaning in the context of  the demands of  
the question, though some language use is colloquial (e.g. ‘broke’).

There is some range in use of  specialist terms (e.g. ‘reperations’ 
(sic), ‘stocks and shares’), however the references to Stresemann 
as ‘Chancellor’, ‘the Dawes Plan of  1924’ and coping with ‘passive 
resistance’ are not appropriate for the period 1928–32 and cannot 
be credited in the context of  the demands of  the question.

Spelling, punctuation and use of  grammar show considerable 
accuracy although there are spelling errors.

Intermediate 
performance

Level 2

2 marks
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GCSE History A Unit 2 Option 2B: Russia 1917–39 (5HA02/2B)
There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

260611/12



GCSE History A 2HA01 Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Exemplification Booklet 9

260611/13

10Sec03

260611/14
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260611/14

260611/15

10

Examiner Comments Mark
There is good control of  meaning in the context of  the 
demands of  the question, and this allows the award of  
the upper mark in Level 2.

There is use of  a good range of  specialist terms 
(e.g. ‘Tsarina’, ‘ministers’, ‘living conditions’, ‘infl ation’).

Spelling, punctuation and use of  grammar are generally 
correct, although there are too many errors for 
consistent accuracy. Paragraphing is good.

Intermediate 
performance

Level 2

3 marks
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GCSE History A Unit 2 Option 2B: Russia 1917–39 (5HA02/2B)
There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

260694/12
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260694/13

10Sec03
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260694/14
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260694/15

10

Examiner Comments Mark
There is good control of  meaning in the context of  the 
demands of  the question.

There is use of  a range of  specialist terms
(e.g. ‘bolsheviks’ (sic), ‘show trials’, ‘denounce’).

Spelling, punctuation and the use of  grammar are 
generally correct. Although comma use and use of  
capital letters are areas of  relative weakness, the 
response merits the award of  the higher mark in 
Level 2 overall.

Intermediate 
performance

Level 2

3 marks
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GCSE History A Unit 2 Option 2C: The USA 1919–41 (5HA02/2C)
There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

261034/12
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261034/13

10Sec03
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261034/14
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261034/15

10

Examiner Comments Mark
There is good control of  meaning in the context of  the 
demands of  the question.

A good range of  specialist terms in the context of  
the period is used as required (e.g. ‘economic boom’, 
‘Roaring Twenties’, ‘Flapper’).

Spelling, punctuation and use of  grammar are suffi  ciently 
accurate to allow an upper Level 2 award overall, in 
spite of  some minor errors and the misuse of  the 
apostrophe. Greater accuracy here would have allowed 
this response into Level 3.

Intermediate 
performance

Level 2

3 marks
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High
Performance

Examiner Comments
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GCSE History A Unit 2 Option 2A: Germany 1918–39 (5HA02/2A)
There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

260124/12
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260124/13

13Sec03
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260124/14

Examiner Comments Mark
There is eff ective control of  meaning in the context of  
the demands of  the question.

A wide range of  specialist terms is used adeptly and 
with precision (e.g. ‘constitution’, ‘hyperinfl ation’, 
‘Freikorps’, ‘minority’).

Combined with these qualities, there is suffi  ciently 
consistent accuracy in spelling, punctuation and use of  
grammar to allow a Level 3 award overall, although 
some commas are omitted.

High performance

Level 3

4 marks
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GCSE History A Unit 2 Option 2B: Russia 1917–39 (5HA02/2B)
There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

261256/12
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261256/13

10Sec03
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261256/14
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261256/15

10

Examiner Comments Mark
There is eff ective control of  meaning in the context of  
the demands of  the question in this lengthy response, 
which exemplifi es high Level 3 performance.

A wide range of  specialist terms is used adeptly and 
with precision (e.g. ‘censored’, ‘Socialist Realism’, 
‘show trials’, ‘Supreme Soviet’).

The candidate spells, punctuates and uses the rules of  
grammar with consistent accuracy.

High performance

Level 3

4 marks
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GCSE History A Unit 2 Option 2C: The USA 1919–41 (5HA02/2C)
There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

261369/12
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261369/13

7 Sec03
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Examiner Comments Mark
This is an example of  an unfi nished answer where 
a candidate, in spite of  obvious haste, manages to 
maintain enough control of  writing to merit a borderline 
award of  Level 3.

Eff ective control of  meaning is evident in the 
introduction and the two paragraphs which are 
completed.

In spite of  the slip regarding ‘Liberal Democrat’, a wide 
range of  specialist terms is used with precision 
(e.g. ‘unconstitutional’, ‘Republican’, ‘alphabet agencies’, 
‘political critics’).

Spelling, punctuation and use of  grammar are 
consistently accurate.

High performance

Level 3

4 marks

261369/14



30 GCSE History A 2HA01 Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Exemplification Booklet

GCSE History A Unit 3 Option 3B: War and the transformation of  
British society c1931–51 (5HA03/3B)
There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

336903/12

12Q05
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336903/13
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336903/14

Examiner Comments Mark
There is eff ective control of  meaning in the context of  
the demands of  this question. The candidate’s reasoning 
is clear.

The question requires specialist terms in the sense 
of  specialist language of  source analysis, and this 
specialist language is evident in the use of  reasoning 
and qualifi cation of  points (e.g. ‘However it does not 
state....’, ‘although it states...’, ‘it also suggests...’).

Spelling, punctuation and use of  grammar are 
consistently accurate.

High performance

Level 3

4 marks
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GCSE History A Unit 3 Option 3A: War and the transformation of  
British society c1903–28 (5HA03/3A)
There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.
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336748/13

Examiner Comments Mark
This response conveys complex reasoning and the 
candidate’s control of  meaning is eff ective in the context 
of  the demands of  the question, although the colloquial 
use of  ‘down to’ weakens the overall impression of  a very 
high-level response.

A good range of  specialist terms and language is adeptly 
used (e.g. ‘heavy losses’, ‘retreat’, ‘suggests’, ‘self-
promoting’, ‘portrayed’, ‘focuses’).

The use of  grammar is good, with complex sentence 
construction. In spite of  the presence of  minor errors in 
spelling and punctuation, the response overall just meets 
the criterion of  consistent accuracy in spelling, punctuation 
and use of  grammar.

High performance

Level 3

4 marks
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Threshold
Performance

Examiner Comments
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GCSE History A Unit 2 Option 2B: Russia 1917–39 (5HA02/2B)
There are up to 3 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

260924/10

4 Sec02



GCSE History A 2HA01 Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Exemplifi cation Booklet 37

260924/11

4

Examiner Comments Mark
The material relates to the context of  the question and 
meaning is made reasonably clear in spite of  the misuse 
of  ‘morality’ and ‘simolaniuosly’ (sic).

A limited range of  specialist terms is used (e.g. ‘civil 
war’, ‘spread out’, ‘impact’, ‘motivation’).

There are errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar, 
but there is basic use of  paragraphs, and enough 
accuracy for the award of  Level 1.

Threshold 
performance

Level 1

1 mark
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GCSE History A Unit 3 Option 3B: War and the transformation of  
British society c1931–51 (5HA03/3B)
There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

337100/12

4 Q05
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337100/13

Examiner Comments Mark
Errors do not hinder meaning in the response.

There is limited use of  specialist language relevant to the 
demands of  the question (e.g. ‘biased’, ‘making the war 
work sound...’).

Although there are errors, there is reasonable accuracy 
in spelling, punctuation and the use of  grammar. 
Sentence construction is weak.

Threshold 
performance

Level 1

1 mark



40 GCSE History A 2HA01 Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Exemplification Booklet

GCSE History A Unit 3 Option 3C: A divided union? The USA 1945–1970 
(5HA03/3C)
There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

361550/12

3 Q05
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Examiner Comments Mark
Meaning is made reasonably clear.

A limited range of  specialist terms is used (e.g. ‘equal 
rights’, ‘biosst’ (sic)).

There is some construction of  sentences, with 
reasonable accuracy in spelling and basic punctuation.

Threshold 
performance

Level 1

1 mark

361550/13
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GCSE History A Unit 3 Option 3C: A divided union? The USA 1945–1970 
(5HA03/3C)
There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

394477/12

8 Q05



GCSE History A 2HA01 Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Exemplifi cation Booklet 43

394477/13

Examiner Comments Mark
Errors do not hinder meaning in this response. 

Some specialist terms are used in the context of  the 
question (e.g. ‘segregation’, ‘Jim Crow laws’), but 
‘educational’ and ‘integrations’ are misused.

There is reasonable accuracy in spelling, punctuation and 
the use of  grammar in simple sentences. The qualities 
in this response are suffi  cient overall for the award of  
Level 1.

Threshold 
performance

Level 1

1 mark
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GCSE History A Unit 3 Option 3C: A divided union? The USA 1945–1970 
(5HA03/3C)
There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

439993/12

7 Q05
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439993/13

Examiner Comments Mark
Errors do not hinder meaning in this response.

Some specialist terms are used independently in the 
context of  the question (e.g. ‘abused’, ‘limited’), but 
most are transcribed from the source attributions. 

There is some simple paragraphing and reasonable 
accuracy in spelling and the use of  grammar, although 
there is misuse of  capital letters. Punctuation is lacking. 
The qualities in this response are only just suffi  cient for 
the award of  Level 1.

Threshold 
performance

Level 1

1 mark
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Below Threshold
Performance

Examiner Comments
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GCSE History A Unit 3 Option 3C: A divided union? The USA 1945–1970 
(5HA03/3C)
There are up to 4 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar available for this question.

518684/12

4 Q05

Examiner Comments Mark
The reference to the Supreme Court is not accurate in the context of  the 
demands of  the question; this sentence is not assessed for spelling, punctuation 
and use of  the rules of  grammar.

Errors hinder meaning in the remainder of  this response, though some relevant 
comments can be discerned (e.g. ‘wrote thing (sic) to keep the black people from 
advancing and getting wrights’ (sic)).

There are some basic spelling errors (e.g. ‘where’ for ‘were’, ‘wrights’), but spelling 
shows reasonable accuracy. Punctuation and use of  the rules of  grammar within 
the context of  the demands of  the question are weak.

Overall, the weaknesses in relation to both these key areas (conveying meaning 
and SPaG) keep this response just below threshold performance.

Below Threshold 
performance

Level 0

0 marks
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