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Introduction
This year's paper appears to have been accessible to the vast majority of candidates, 
although some candidates wrote more about purges than the Show Trials (Question 1b), 
including irrelevant material on the Tsar's downfall (Question 1d) and Stalin's rise to power 
(Question 2a). It was pleasing to note that all questions seemed accessible and candidates 
were able to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding. Questions 1c (on the New 
Economic Policy) and 3a (on the fall of the Provisional Government) were both particularly 
well-answered.

It was pleasing to see an increased focus on change in responses to Questions 2a and 
2b and to note that the requirement to provide a third factor to access higher marks in 
Question 3 did not appear to be a problem for most candidates.
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Question 1 (a)
A straightforward starter question causing few difficulties for the candidates. Most answers 
were rewarded at Level 3 for making inferences about Bolshevik harshness or brutality 
and supporting them from the source. Some candidates limited their answer to lifting or 
paraphrasing from the source and were, therefore, marked at Level 1

The candidate makes the inference at the 
beginning of the answer and immediately 
supports it. Full marks are earned by the end 
of line four. Perhaps as an insurance policy, 
a second inference is made and supported in 
the second paragraph (although 'ruthless' is 
perhaps the word the candidate meant to use).

Examiner Comments

Remember that candidates do not 
have to write at length on this 
question. They need to make an 
inference, support it with a quote 
from the source, and then move on.

Examiner Tip



GCSE History 5HA02 2B 5

Question 1 (b)
It was interesting to note that some candidates were not able to offer any response at 
all to this question. Examiners were surprised by this as the vast majority of candidates 
demonstrated a good level of understanding of the Trials. The features addressed were 
generally those which explained the reasons for the Trials, the mechanics of them and 
the impact. Some good, detailed factual supported was provided, although sometimes 
candidates wandered into the purges in general, rather than the Trials. It did not strike them 
as unlikely that more than 7 million Soviet citizens were involved in the Trials. 
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This is a good answer, comfortably reaching 
Level 2. The candidate has successfully 
identified two features (the Show Trials as a 
means of instilling fear and also as a means 
of gaining support) and some detail is 
provided on the trial of Old Bolsheviks.

It was presumed that the candidate did 
not mean the trial 'of Kirov', but the trial 
'concerning the death of Kirov'.

Examiner Comments

In this question, the examiners are 
looking for precise detail. So candidates 
should organise their response into two 
paragraphs and then provide as much 
detail as they can to support those 
points.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (c)
Although some candidates confused the New Economic Policy with War Communism, this 
question was generally answered very well. The vast majority of answers were able to 
explain how Lenin's reform brought about increased industrial and agricultural production. 
Better answers were rewarded at Level 3 for explaining how the policy was criticised as 
being a step towards capitalism, or was praised as increasing support for the Bolsheviks and 
perhaps saving the revolution.
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A good answer. The candidate has not become 
bogged down in providing the detail of the New 
Economic Policy, but has instead concentrated 
on explaining the impact of the Policy. In this 
case, the candidate concentrates on increased 
agricultural production and less famine, 
but also sees the wider picture in terms of 
criticisms made of Lenin for reintroducing 
capitalism. A mark at Level 3 was awarded.

Examiner Comments

To score at the highest level candidates 
need to explain the effects of the action 
or event given. The question requires 
more than listing detail. The impact must 
be explained, and to reach the highest 
level, it is necessary to look at the wider 
effects.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (d)
It was unsurprising to see that so many candidates knew why the Tsar was overthrown in 
1917, though not all of the candidates went as far as linking the reasons with the actual 
outcome. To score top level marks it is not enough to explain that the Tsar was an autocrat, 
or that he directed the war badly or relied on his wife and Rasputin. What is needed is an 
explanation of why those reasons led to increased opposition and an inability of the Tsar to 
overcome such opposition.

It is perhaps worth repeating comments from previous reports that candidates are not 
expected to know events before 1914 so detail of the Russo–Japanese War or Bloody 
Sunday will not earn rewards in themselves. As examples of policy or character weaknesses 
which continued until 1917, they do add value. Candidates should also note that Nicholas 
did not take personal control of the army until September 1915, so was not responsible for 
defeat at either Tannenberg or Masurian Lakes.
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A good answer. Several factors are chosen and 
there is an attempt to explain why these might 
have contributed to the Tsar's downfall, rather 
than just providing them as examples of how 
things 'went wrong'. Level 3 was awarded, 
though at the bottom end of the range.

The paragraph on the war has some factual 
confusions, but the point is still made.

Examiner Comments

To achieve the top level, candidates need 
to make sure that they link their reasons 
to the outcome. It is not enough to set out 
the things that the Tsar did which made 
him unpopular: the question needs to be 
asked – why did they lead to his downfall?

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a)
Most candidates were able to relate the steps by which Stalin increased his power in 
the 1920s. There were some excellent accounts of Stalin's exploitation of his position as 
secretary, of his informing Trotsky over the funeral arrangements and his playing off Old 
Bolsheviks against each other. Such answers were generally rewarded at Level 2. Where 
candidates went on to explain that this moved Stalin from the position of contender to 
almost undisputed leader then Level 3 was awarded.

It was disappointing to see a significant minority of candidates confuse the time period being 
discussed and the use of Stalin's purges as an example of how he gained control in this 
period.



12 GCSE History 5HA02 2B

The candidate provides an explanation 
of some of the steps in Stalin's rise to 
power. The opening paragraphs are 
rather general, but better detail is given 
on the steps against Trotsky. The final 
paragraph is a good explanation of the 
overall change and took the answer to a 
borderline Level 3. 

Examiner Comments

This question is about change, so it is not 
enough to explain just what happened in 
this period. Candidates have to explain 
how change occurred and what difference 
it made.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (b)
The wording of this question was deliberately wide to allow candidates to introduce any 
aspect of conditions for workers in the given period. Candidates responded to this in a 
variety of ways. For some, this period was a time when the pressures of the Five Year 
Plans and the example set by the Stakhanovites drove workers into an increasingly difficult 
and dangerous position. Other candidates saw it as a time when workers benefitted from 
planning, rewards, improved living conditions and (for women especially) much greater 
opportunity in Soviet industry.

Such was the nature of Stalin's industrialisation that either approach (or indeed a 
combination of the two) was acceptable. Where the changed position was well-explained (or 
where the bigger picture of increased state control was explained) Level 3 was awarded.
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The candidate has looked at both living 
and working conditions and has explained 
how there were both positive and negative 
aspects to the impact of Stalin's policies. It 
was, therefore, rewarded at Level 3.

Examiner Comments

This question is about change, so it is not 
enough to explain just what happened in 
this period. Candidates have to explain 
how change occurred and what difference 
it made.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (a)
There was good knowledge of the reasons for the fall of the Provisional Government. In 
addition to the listed factors, candidates generally concentrated on the failure to introduce 
reform and the growing power of the Bolsheviks. Level 3 was reached where candidates 
were able to explain why these (and/or the given) factors brought about the downfall of the 
Provisional Government (as opposed to merely explaining why they were a problem for the 
government). Prioritisation was less common, with candidates often merely asserting that 
one factor was the most important, or listing factors as 'the most important', 'the second 
most important', without attempting to justify this ranking.
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This is a Level 4 answer. During the course 
of the answer, the candidate has explained 
why a number of factors contributed to 
the fall of the Provisional Government. At 
the end of the essay there is an attempt to 
show interdependence and prioritisation, 
taking the answer into the top level.

Examiner Comments

It is important not just to provide 
extensive narrative without explaining why 
the factors being discussed contributed to 
the outcome in the question.

Remember also, that to prioritise reasons 
there must be a direct comparison between 
factors. Why was one reason more 
important than another, for example?

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (b)
This was very much the second favourite of the choices for Question 3 and was generally 
answered less well than the other questions. In addition to the listed factors, candidates 
generally tended to concentrate on the policy of collectivisation and on state control and 
planning. Candidates did not always explain why the factors they were describing were 
important, but where they did, it was usually to emphasise how the kulaks were a hurdle to 
Stalin's successful implementation of his policies. Consequently, for him their removal was 
extremely important. As on Question 3a, prioritisation was less common, with candidates 
often merely asserting that one factor was the most important or listing factors as 'the most 
important', ‘the second most important', without attempting to justify this ranking.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

•	 Make sure you are aware of the different skills tested in each question (e.g. Question 
1(d) is always about causation).

•	 Make sure when explaining reasons in question 1d and Question 3, you always explain 
why the factor you are addressing brought about the stated outcome.

•	 Remember that the top levels are for explanation. That involves using factual knowledge 
to make your points, not just asserting that something is the case.

•	 In Question 3, you cannot reach the top of Level 2 or Level 3 (and cannot reach Level 4 
at all) without bringing a factor additional to those in the stimuli into your answer.

•	 In Question 3 prioritisation involves direct comparison between at least two factors. It 
is not sufficient to explain why one factor was the most important without reference to 
other factors.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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