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Introduction
This year's paper proved accessible to all candidates and responses suggest that, with the 
possible exception of Questions 2a and 3a, there was little misunderstanding of what was 
expected. Indeed, the paucity of blank responses shows that candidates were comfortable 
with the material covered and answered with confidence and knowledge.

As centres prepare their candidates for next year's paper, there are several lessons learned 
from the 2013 paper which may prove of benefit.

Question 1a presented few problems, but there were some answers which made inferences 
from what the candidates knew, rather than what the source said. Candidates need to take 
note that the questions asked specifically for inferences from the source.

Some of this year's questions centred on popular topics (eg women and prohibition). 
Candidates must take care, however, that this does not lead them to writing narrative at the 
expense of addressing the question directly. So Question 1c is on effects and Question 2 is 
on change.

Considerable care must be taken in reading the question. It is easy for candidates to slip 
into answering a question in a way which reflects how the content may have been last 
addressed in the classroom. This can result in discussion on the causes of eg the Wall Street 
Crash (Q3a), when the question asks about its impact.

Candidates may also benefit from considering a less holistic approach in their answers. For 
example in Question 1c there was a tendency to write about the changes that occurred 
as if this applied to all women across the USA. It is very much the case, that the flappers 
represented a changing attitude but certainly did not have a lifestyle which reflected the 
norm for most women.
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Question 1a
Candidates had few problems with this question and many of them inferred American 
society was not a fair one, or was racist - and supported this by showing the growth in Klan 
numbers. Some candidates made inferences about the Klan itself or fell into the trap of 
paraphrasing the source instead of making a valid inference (I can learn that the Ku Klux 
Klan became much larger') which resulted in lower reward.

This answer goes straight to an inference ('American society was 
racist'). The comment that this was 'especially in the deep south' 
cannot be rewarded as it cannot be inferred from the source. 
Support for the original inference is provided by paraphrasing the 
source to show a wide spectrum of Americans joining the Klan.

Examiner Comments

This is a question which does not require extended 
writing. Make your inference straight away and then 
quote or paraphrase the source to support it.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1b

Although some candidates digressed from the focus of the question by writing about the 
collapse of the Wall Street stock market in 1929, this question generally saw responses 
which showed a good understanding of how the US stock market operated in the 1920s. 
Most answers included material on how share buying became almost a national pastime and 
how 'buying on the margin' allowed for large numbers of Americans to be involved. Linked 
to this, but accepted as a separate feature, was discussion on how the share buying craze 
was really just an example of uncontrolled speculation.

The most perceptive responses were those which explained how one of the features of the 
stock market boom in the 1920s was that it prepared the country for financial chaos when 
the inevitable market 'correction' occurred.

Although the answer is a little repetitive, 
two features are discussed, with some 
factual detail provided. It therefore scores 
comfortably in Level 2.

Examiner Comments

On this question, the examiners are looking to see how 
well you know the topic in the question. So you should give 
as much detail as you can. They are also looking for two 
'features', so try to organise your answer into two separate 
'sub-topics'.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1c
This is one of the favourite topics for candidates studying this specification. Whenever 
questions are set on women in the 1920s, lengthy responses provide detail of changing 
fashion, attitudes to alcohol and towards men. It is unfortunate that so many of our 
candidates seem to believe that the vast majority of American women had become flappers 
during the boom years. Of course, there was significant change for a minority of women 
and so discussions of a less conservative life style were rightly rewarded at Level 2. Where 
candidates took a more realistic picture of the country as a whole and explained that for 
many women life continued much as it had, then Level 3 was achieved. High reward was 
also given to those candidates who explained that the changes in lifestyle for some women 
reflected a change in attitude about their place in society (in some women and also some 
men) at this time.  
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This answer provides detail of the changing appearance 
of women and the focus is primarily on fashion and 
hair styles. This puts it in Level 2. However, there is 
some recognition of change in the comment ' This was 
totally against the traditions of women, as they were 
[previously] seen to be elegant and ladylike.' This took 
the answer into the bottom of Level 3.

Examiner Comments

Don't forget that this question is about 
the 'effects' on women. So make sure you 
don't just write about women at the time. 
Be careful to explain how things were 
different. Did this apply to all women?

Examiner Tip
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Question 1d
Candidates had a good knowledge of the car industry in the USA in the 1920s and often 
wrote at length about its impact. This was not always with a focus on why the industry was 
important, and so marks were often restricted to Level 2.

Where candidates could explain the wider impact of the car industry, and its importance in 
stimulating other industries, or changing the nature of American society, then Level 3 was 
awarded.

This is a very strong answer. The first side of the 
response (not shown) explains how car making 
became more efficient and how the growth in sales 
brought jobs in the car industry. This was good 
detail, but did not reach Level 3 as it did not address 
the wider importance of the industry.
However, the final two paragraphs clearly explain 
how the car industry benefitted other industries and 
also had a social impact ('rural areas were not so 
isolated'). This took the answer to the top of Level 3.

Examiner Comments

Remember that this is a question about 
causation. You are asked 'why' the car 
industry was important. It is difficult to see 
how writing about the techniques of car-
making can answer that question - unless 
you are showing that better processes 
meant cheaper cars, which meant.....' In 
that case, do you need the detail of what 
those better processes were?

Examiner Tip
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Question 2a
There was little difference in the numbers opting to answer Q2a and Q2b.  This was 
surprising as many of the responses to Q2a were disappointing and 2b was on a popular 
topic.

The question asked candidates to explain how the lives of farmers changed in the years 
1919-29. Those candidates who knew their material talked of an immediate post war boom, 
followed by a decline brought on by over-production, declining prices, prohibition and 
synthetics. Where answers explained the element of change, Level 3 was awarded.

Unfortunately, a minority of answers focused on the Dust Bowls, which were a phenomenon 
of the 1930s, or talked about the negative impact of the Wall Street Crash, without 
explaining how the crash affected farming. In fairness, it was difficult to make a case for a 
significant impact by the end of 1919.

Question 2b

Prohibition is another topic which appeals to many of the candidates and, as a result, there 
were many detailed responses giving full information on the activities of the gangs and the 
impact of prohibition. A common approach to teaching prohibition is to consider the reasons 
for its introduction. This was apparent in a number of answers which tended to spend rather 
too much time considering why prohibition was introduced, rather than how attitudes to it 
changed.

There is, of course, a strong link between the reasons for introducing prohibition and 
attitudes towards it, and best answers were those which explored this link. Highest 
rewarded answers were those which explained that prohibition was favoured in 1919 (at 
least by some Americans) but support dwindled as many Americans found ways around 
the ban and as crime developed around the illicit alcohol trade. Finally, in 1933 the official 
government attitude change as prohibition ended.

Candidates who followed these changing attitudes (or indeed took a non-holistic approach 
and argued that the attitude of many Americans never changed, as they hadn't ever 
supported prohibition) were rewarded at Level 3.
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The candidate knows a significant amount 
about prohibition, but falls into the trap 
of 'writing about prohibition', rather than 
explaining the changing attitudes towards 
it. The last two lines are an attempt to 
discuss attitudes, but there is not sufficient 
explanation to lift the answer into L3.

Examiner Comments

Remember that this is a question about 
changing attitudes towards prohibition, not 
about prohibition itself.  Explaining how 
gang violence led to a decline in support 
for prohibition is valid and rewardable, but 
details of all violence and killing on its own 
is not going to get you a high mark.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3a
This question revealed some surprising errors in candidates' responses. The question 
asked them for the greatest impact of the Wall Street Crash and gave them the options of 
homelessness, unemployment, problems for the banks and loss of confidence in Herbert 
Hoover.

Surprisingly, a number of candidates read 'loss of confidence in Hoover' as 'loss of 
confidence by Hoover'. We had not expected such a reading and, those candidates who 
adopted this approach found it hard to make valid comment about this factor. Fortunately, it 
is still possible to reach the highest marks by addressing only three factors.

Another problem revolved around the fact that teaching of the Wall Street Crash generally 
focuses around its causes and its impact. Some candidates rather 'forgot where they were' 
and wrote complete answers on the causes of the Crash (though, again, they had difficulty 
working Hoover into this).

Having said this, most candidates wrote knowledgeably on homelessness. The banks 
and unemployment and where they were able to show impact (rather than just detail) 
reached Level 3. Hoover proved a little more tricky, but the answers recognised that loss of 
confidence in Hoover led to Roosevelt and the New Deal.

There were good attempts to prioritise with an interesting variety of choices for the 'most 
important' factor.
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Question 3b

Candidates had few difficulties with this question and there were many good answers 
explaining the importance of various measures undertaken by Roosevelt in the New Deal. 
Unsurprisingly, candidates tended to concentrate their arguments on the measures in the 
First New Deal, though some did bring in information from the later period. Argument 
generally centred on the impact of individual measures, their longevity, or in the case of 
the dispute with the Supreme Court, the extent to which they presented a challenge to the 
Constitution.
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This answer shows a common approach. Information is provided on a number 
of factors within Roosevelt's New Deal. Detail is given on the NRA, the TVA , 
the AAA and CCC with further information on the Second New Deal. There is a 
degree of explanation (though not strong) which takes the answer into Level 3.
The attempt to prioritise results in further reward, but there is no valid attempt 
to compare the relative importance of the two factors considered.

Examiner Comments

Remember when you are prioritising, it is not enough to just say 'this was 
the most important because...'. You need to say 'this factor was more 
important than that factor' and explain why by referring to both factors.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following 
advice:

•  Candidates must make sure that they do not just write on the topic in the question, but 
instead address the relevant concept driving that question (change, causation etc.).

•  Inferences in Question 1a must come from the source, not own knowledge.

•  Answers would benefit from candidates considering whether a more non-holistic 
approach might more accurately reflect the position with regard to the topic they are 
discussing.

•  Whilst explanation is becoming more common in Question 3, centres need to continue 
to work with their candidates on how to prioritise effectively.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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