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The Red Scare 


Background information


From the mid 1940s to the early 1950s a growing fear of communism, known as the Red Scare, 
developed in the USA.  Some historians believe this growing fear of communism was due mainly to 
the impact of the Rosenberg Case.  Some believe it was due to other factors, such as the Cold War 
after 1945 and the influence of McCarthy in the USA.


 


Source A:   From Judge Irving Kaufman, when sentencing the Rosenbergs to death in 
April 1951.


Your crime is worse than murder, for you put the A-bomb into Russian hands, years before 
our scientists predicted Russia would be able to perfect the bomb.  This has already caused, 
in my opinion, the Communist aggression in Korea, with casualties exceeding 50,000.  Who 
knows?  Millions more innocent people may pay the price of your treason.  Indeed, by your 
betrayal, you undoubtedly have altered the course of history to the disadvantage of our 
country.


Source B:   A photograph published in US national newspapers showing a demonstration 
which took place shortly before the execution of the Rosenbergs in June 1953.
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Turn over  
N37056A


Source C:   From a speech in September 1953 by Emanuel Bloch, the lawyer who defended 
the Rosenbergs.


This death sentence was not surprising.  It had to be.  There had to be a Rosenberg Case. 
There had to be even greater hysteria about communism to make the American people 
accept the Korean War.  There had to be this hysteria and fear sent through America 
in order to get increased war budgets.  There had to be a dagger thrust in the heart of 
Communists to tell them that you are no longer gonna get one year for Contempt of Court, 
but we’re gonna kill ya!


Source D:   A photograph of a march of leading actors and film-makers in October 1947.  
They were members of the Committee for the First Amendment protesting 
about the treatment of the Hollywood Ten.
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Source E:   From a broadcast by Judy Garland, a leading Hollywood actress, October 1947. 
The programme was called ‘Hollywood Fights Back’.


For the past week, in Washington, the House Committee of Un-American Activities has 
been investigating the film industry.  Now, I have never been a member of any political 
organisation.  But I’ve been following this investigation and I don’t like it.  There are a lot 
of stars here to speak to you.  We’re show business, yes.  But we’re also American citizens.  
It’s one thing if someone says we’re not good actors; that hurts, but we can take that.  It’s 
something else again to say we’re not good Americans!  We resent that!


Source F:   From a history textbook, published in 1996.


By 1950 the Red Scare had reached the point of hysteria.  Relations between the capitalist 
USA and Communist Soviet Union had turned sour and led to the Cold War.  The Hiss and 
Rosenberg court cases, and the work of McCarthy, encouraged fears of Soviet spies in 
high places.  The investigations of the House Committee of Un-American Activities (HUAC) 
seemed to suggest that Communists were infiltrating even the film industry.


Every effort has been made to contact the copyright holders where possible. In some cases, every effort to contact 
copyright holders has been unsuccessful and Edexcel will be happy to rectify any omissions of acknowledgement at
the first opportunity.
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Answer ALL questions.

Look carefully at the background information and Sources A to F in the Sources Booklet 
and then answer Questions 1 to 5 which follow. 

1 Study Source A.

 What can you learn from Source A about the Rosenbergs?
(6)
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2 Study Source B and use your own knowledge.

 Why was this photograph published in US newspapers?  Use details of the 
photograph and your own knowledge to explain your answer.

(8)
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3 Study Sources A, B and C.

 Do these sources support the view that the Rosenbergs were innocent?  Explain your 
answer, using the sources.
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*N37056A01216*

*5 Study all the sources (A to F) and use your own knowledge.

 ‘The main reason for the growing fear of communism in the USA was the Rosenberg 
Case.’

 How far do the sources in this paper support this statement?  Use details from the 
sources and your own knowledge to explain your answer.
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