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Instructions

® Use black ink or ball-point pen.

® Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name,
centre number and candidate number.

® Answer all questions.

® Answer the questions in the spaces provided
— there may be more space than you need.

Information

® The total mark for this paper is 50.

® The marks for each question are shown in brackets
— use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.

® Questions labelled with an asterisk (¥) are ones where the quality of your
written communication will be assessed
— you should take particular care with your spelling, punctuation and grammar, as
well as the clarity of expression, on these questions.

Advice

® Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.
® Keep an eye on the time.

® Try to answer every question.

® Check your answers if you have time at the end.
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Recruitment during the First World War

Background information

As soon as the war broke out, in August 1914, the British government began recruiting
for a new army of volunteers. Its original aim was 100,000 men but, from September
1914, an average of 125,000 per month volunteered. Some historians believe this was
due mainly to effective government propaganda. Some stress the importance of other
factors such as pressure from friends, family and women.

Source A: From the memoirs of a British soldier who volunteered in 1914.

(
There was a big show at the Hippodrome. | went with a couple of mates and at the end of

the show they put on a film of our boys marching off to France. | think they played‘Land of
Hope and Glory’ By the end of the evening tears were running down my face and | knew |
had to volunteer. My mates joined up later that week. They said they became too ashamed
to walk down the street.

N J

Source B: A poster issued by the British government in 1914.

i

THIS LITTLE PI1G STAYED
AT HOME "
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Source C: From Goodbye to All That, the autobiography of Robert Graves, written in
19209.

| had just finished at Charterhouse Public School when England declared war on Germany.
A day or two later | decided to enlist. The newspapers predicted a short war but | hoped it
might last long enough to delay my going to Oxford University, which | dreaded. | was also
outraged to read of the Germans’ invasion of neutral Belgium.

Source D: An official photograph showing volunteers queuing outside Southwark Town
Hall in London, June 1915.

Source E: From the memoirs of George Coppard, With a Machine Gun at Cambrai,
written in 1969. Here he is writing about August 1914.

Although | seldom saw a newspaper, | knew about the start of the war. News placards
screamed out at every street corner. This was too much for me to resist, and | knew |
had to enlist straight away even though | was only sixteen. There was a steady stream of
working class men, queuing to enlist. The sergeant asked me my age, and when | told him,
he replied, ‘Clear off son. Come back tomorrow and see if you're nineteen, eh?’ So | turned
up again the next day and gave my age as nineteen. | held up my right hand and swore to
fight for King and Country. The sergeant winked as he gave me the King’s shilling.
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Source F: From a history of the First World War, published in 1982.

-
Men enlisted for various reasons. In London women handed out white feathers to any\
man not in uniform. For some men, war promised adventure and a chance to escape
from unemployment and poverty. Many men enlisted because of hatred of the Germans,
who were depicted as wicked monsters. In the cities of northern England, some men

volunteered because they could join Pals’ battalions.

Every effort has been made to contact the copyright holders where possible. In some cases, every effort to contact
copyright holders has been unsuccessful and Edexcel will be happy to rectify any omissions of acknowledgement

at the first opportunity.
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Answer ALL questions.

Look carefully at the background information and Sources A to F in the Sources Booklet
and then answer Questions 1 to 5 which follow.

1 Study Source A.

What can you learn from Source A about why men volunteered for the armed forces
during the early months of the war?
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(Total for Question 1 = 6 marks)
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2 Study Source B and use your own knowledge.

What was the purpose of this poster? Use details of this poster and your own
knowledge to explain your answer.
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(Total for Question 2 = 8 marks)
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3 Study Sources A, B and C.

How far do these sources agree about why men volunteered for the armed forces in
the early months of the war? Explain your answer, using the sources.
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(Total for Question 3 = 10 marks)
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4 Study Sources D and E and use your own knowledge.

How reliable are Sources D and E as evidence of voluntary recruitment in the first year
of the war? Explain your answer, using Sources D and E and your own knowledge.
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(Total for Question 4 = 10 marks)
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*5 Study all the sources (A to F) and use your own knowledge.

‘The main reason that many men volunteered for the armed forces was government
propaganda’

How far do the sources in this paper support this statement? Use details from the
sources and your own knowledge to explain your answer.
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(Total for Question 5 = 16 marks)

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 50 MARKS
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