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Introduction
This paper consists of 15 multiple choice questions, followed by two separate questions 
which have been designed around a case study scenario. The two case study questions 
assess the candidates' knowledge through recall questions and their ability to apply 
knowledge, understanding and analysis through questions which ask them to explain, 
discuss or assess. It is generally these longer 8-10 mark questions which create the 
greater challenge for candidates. Often responses are generic, one sided and are not 
structured coherently to reflect a balanced response. In some cases candidates will give a 
response reflecting the PIES which although appropriate in some situations in others is not. 
Candidates need to read and interpret the question stem more fully. 

Knowledge of the unit specification continues to improve although it is generic. Where 
questions assess specific sections of the specification such as support networks, (17E) 
candidates' knowledge is often superficial. This paper has discriminated well between 
candidates, the majority of candidates achieving good marks on the multiple choice section 
while on the two case study questions there are no obvious gaps which is pleasing. It is also 
clear that centres have been using past papers to prepare candidates and where this has 
happened then the marks reflect that thorough preparation. 
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Question 16 (a)
This was a 3 mark question which asks candidates to identify in the correct order the 
lifestages of the individual in the case study. Well answered in general, where candidates did 
not achieve full marks it was generally because they put the lifestages in the wrong order or 
gave childhood rather than early childhood as the lifestage.

Straightforward question - well answered

As before - 3 marks awarded for accurately stating life stages

3 marks awarded

Examiner Comments

Be precise and accurate

Examiner Tip

3 marks awarded

Examiner Comments

Good use of english, neatly written and accurate 
statement of life stages

Examiner Tip
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Question 16 (b)
This was a 3 mark question which asked candidates to identify and describe factors which 
could affect self esteem. Well answered in general with the majority of candidates achieving 
2-3 marks. Descriptions were relevant to the factor identified and accurately written. 

1 mark for the identification which is then 
developed through the description e.g. lesbian 
(sexual orientation) linked to friends being 
supportive and leading to increased confidence. 

Examiner Comments

Develop candidate ability in identifying points 
and developing accurate descriptions or 
explanations from the points identified. 

Examiner Tip
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This was a well received question which many candidates found easy to answer.

Question 16 (c)
Candidates performed well on this question and could easily explain the importance of being 
supportive and its impact on emotional wellbeing. Candidates were able to achieve 3 marks 
at least on this question. 

Candidates generally find questions on emotional wellbeing straightforward to answer. This 
question was well received by candidates.

Again 3 marks for being supportive, is not 
ashamed and feels happy.

Examiner Comments

Develop descriptions from the identification 
and make the links relevant.

Examiner Tip
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The majority of responses to this question focused on the positive aspects of her emotional 
wellbeing, with good knowledge and understanding being demonstrated. 

An excellent response which has been given 
4 marks for identifying key points such as 
preventing depression, feeling accepted, feeling 
valued and loved and giving her the ability to 
speak up for herself.

Examiner Comments

Make each point relevant and 
meaningful to the question. 

Examiner Tip

3 marks were awarded. It is not quite as well developed as the 
previous example but good knowledge is reflected in the response.

Examiner Comments

Develop candidate performance by identifying relevant 
points and then develop coherent, well structured 
sentences around the point to fit the answer. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 16 (d)
This question assessed the importance of being accepted due to one's sexual orientation. 
It assessed the candidates' understanding of concepts such as tolerance, discrimination, 
stereotyping and prejudging people. Although the majority of candidates attempted this 
question the responses were generally one-sided which prevented many from getting into 
the top mark band. Many responses were generic and quite basic. However some good 
responses were presented with a minority of candidates achieving 6 or more marks. 

This question was worth 8 marks and required candidates to discuss. Although candidate 
ability to discuss has improved it still tends to be limited and not sufficiently fully developed. 

This was awarded a level 2 band of 4 marks. 
It makes relevant points but does not develop 
them and then finishes off very quickly. 

Examiner Comments

Develop candidate ability by getting candidates 
to mark this question - what would they give, 
and how could they develop it?

Examiner Tip
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Generally on 'discuss' questions candidates can provide fluent one sided responses which 
get them into level 2 mark band, but they find it difficult arguing the other side of the 
response without being repetitive. In this question that is why many candidates did not get 
into level 3.  

Marginally better than the previous response 
but still level 4, gaining 5 marks.

Examiner Comments

Develop candidate performance by dividing 
candidates into two groups and debating the 
question stem. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 16 (e)
This question asked candidates to assess the impact emigrating would have on health and 
wellbeing. This was a 10 mark question. The majority of candidates focused on the positive 
aspects - meeting new people, experiences, food and culture. Some were repetitious from 
the previous question bringing in aspects of sexual orientation which were not relevant. 
Generally it was well attempted with the majority of responses achieving the top end of 
mark band 2 and a minority into mark band 3.

This question was developed specifically to give candidates the opportunity to extend their 
writing skills, to use all their knowledge and tailor it to the question stem. The responses 
varied greatly. 
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Here the candidate attempted the question but ran out of relevant ideas. The response 
tends to be rather generic and repetitive.

This was a hard question but some of the 
responses, like this one, were excellent - well 
thought through and relevantly written.

Examiner Comments

Develop candidate performance by getting 
candidates to practice such questions under 
timed conditions, e.g. 15 mins to write a 
response. 

Examiner Tip
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Level 2: 4 marks awarded

Examiner Comments

Use the long questions at the end of classes or 
topic sessions as a means of evaluating candidate 
understanding. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 17 (a)
This was a 2 mark question which asked candidates to identify one economic and one 
psychological factor affecting health and wellbeing. It was generally well answered with the 
majority achieving 2 marks.

The question required candidates to read the case study accurately and identify the points. 

A question which many candidates found quite easy to answer. 

2 marks were awarded.

Examiner Comments

Work to improve candidate understanding of 
terms such as economic and psychological. 

Examiner Tip

2 marks were awarded.

Examiner Comments

Ensure candidates have a clear understanding of terms and 
can use other words to reflect their meaning accurately.

Examiner Tip
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Question 17 (b)
This was a 3 mark question which some candidates struggled with. They could clearly 
identify a factor such as poor health but their descriptions were not developed sufficiently 
enough. Consequently many candidates only achieved 2 marks.

Candidates should have found this question straightforward, however, many struggled to get 
3 clear marks.

This is a good example: 3 clear marks were awarded. Good knowledge and understanding 
are demonstrated.

2 marks were awarded: 1 for illness, 1 for stress.

Examiner Comments

Ensure candidates can develop links 
between points which are relevant.

Examiner Tip

Marks were awarded for arguments due to having 
to work more because of housing conditions and 
leading to stress. 

Examiner Comments

Practice making the links relevant and 
coherent. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 17 (c)
There were well presented responses to this question where candidates were able to give 
good solid explanations of the effect working long hours would have on a relationship. Many 
candidates achieved full marks. 

The question was well received.

This is an excellent response. 5 marks were awarded.

Examiner Comments

Use the mark scheme as a means of building teaching 
and learning resources. 

Examiner Tip
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Candidates could easily explain the effects of working long hours on a relationship. Solid 
knowledge and understanding were shown. 

Level 2: 4 marks were awarded.

Examiner Comments

Ask candidates to develop this further 
for the last 2 marks. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 17 (d)
This question produced a variety of response from candidates, some very poor and others 
quite comprehensive and accurate.  A minority clearly did not understand the question so 
responses were generic, weak and limited to losing contact etc. Some could understand the 
importance of social contact e.g. mental and emotional wellbeing, social stimulation etc and 
therefore provided some good answers. In general candidates were achieving 4-5 marks. 

This is an example of a poor overall response which did not 
develop points comprehensively enough, and gained 3 marks.

Examiner Comments
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This response is marginally better but many candidate responses were generic and not well 
enough discussed. 

4 marks were awarded.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should be encouraged to develop a 
response using the full range of vocational language 
in the specification and not relying on key terms such 
as self esteem, self image and self concept: these 
appear frequently in responses - relevant or not.

Examiner Tip
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Question 17 (e)
This was a 10 mark question which was unsuccessfully answered because candidate 
knowledge and understanding of social networks and their importance was poor and very 
limited. The majority gave explanations of formal and informal networks and their role, 
which is irrelevant to the question stem. Consequently candidate responses achieved no 
more than mark band 2 and 4-5 marks in general. 
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In this example the candidate attempted the question quite well and was able to provide a 
coherent well-structured response.

This was a good response and was 
awarded 6 marks.

Examiner Comments

To enhance performance on long questions set 
candidates the task of developing this response 
into a mark band 3 response where it could be 
awarded 7-10 marks.

Examiner Tip
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6 marks were awarded, at the top of level 2.

Examiner Comments

Ask candidates how this response could be developed 
to move it into level 3 and achieve 7-10 marks.

Examiner Tip
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Paper summary
In summary, the following are the strengths and areas for improvement in candidates 
performance.

STRENGTHS

• good overall knowledge and understanding of unit specification; 

• good overall performance in multiple choice questions;

• ability to recall, describe and explain has improved considerably ;

• good use of past papers to prepare candidates;

• some improvement in candidates' ability to provide extended answers on longer 
questions.

AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT

• greater in-depth knowledge of the specification is required on areas such as intellectual 
development, social networks etc; 

• candidates need to read the question stem more accurately and tailor the response 
more specifically; 

• where extended answers are required candidates should not be encouraged to repeat 
the question stem at the start of their response;

• candidates should be encouraged to give both sides of the argument rather than just the 
positive or negative;

• candidates should be reminded that they are also assessed on the quality of their 
written communication and supported to improve this. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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