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Introduction

1GKO 4H is assessed by means of a 1 hour and 25 minutes examination.
Candidates are assessed on their ability to communicate effectively through
writing in Greek for different purposes and are required to produce responses of
varying lengths and types to express ideas and opinions in Greek. The instructions
to candidates are all in Greek and word counts are specified for each question.
Paper 4H requires that candidates answer two open-response questions and one
translation into Greek. The total mark for this paper is 60. The use of dictionaries is
not allowed.

Questions in this paper address a range of relevant contemporary and cultural
themes. They are organised into five themes, each broken down into topics and
sub-topics. The five themes are: identity and culture, local area, holiday and travel,
school, future aspirations, study and work and international and global dimension.
Recommended word counts are specified for each question, although candidates
will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than recommended in the
word count, as long as these are pertinent to the question asked and the style and
register required.

All questions are marked according to the assessment criteria as published in the
current specification.

This was the second examination of the new specification GCSE 2017 (9-1) Greek
and given the current circumstances only a small number of candidate entered for
this exam. In general, it was evident that most candidates had been well prepared
for the examination. The achieved success on questions which required
description, narration, justification and opinion. Few candidates were less
successful in questions which required a certain formal register, the provision of
details across various time frames or the knowledge of vocabulary specific to a
theme.

In conclusion, a good number of candidates scored very well throughout the
paper. They demonstrated their ability to convey information, develop points using
familiar vocabulary and use language with consistently high degree of success.

Question 1

Q1 has two options from which candidates have to select one. This question
assesses candidates on their ability to convey information, narrate, express
opinions and interest, and convince the reader about a certain point. Candidates
must use the informal register. This question is common to the Foundation tier.
Question 1 is worth 20 marks: 12 for Communication and Content, the ability to
write information relevant to the task, with effective adaptation of language to
narrate, inform and give convincing personal opinions, and 8 marks for Linguistic
Knowledge and Accuracy, which involves evidence of accurate language and
structures, good linking of the piece as a whole and successful reference to past,
present and future events.

Question 1 (a)
Q1 (a) related to the theme of “identity and culture” and focused on food, in
particular the diet of young people today. It required that candidates write an



essay in which they describe their eating habits, identify the changes they would
like to make, if any, and express their opinion about the importance of a healthy
diet.

The level of success was high. A large number of candidates wrote clear
descriptions, referred to the past successfully and employed the subjunctive or the
future tense to discuss changes they would like to make and why it is important to
adopt healthy eating habits. The majority used predominantly accurate and
unambiguous references to past and future events, using a broad range of
vocabulary and scored 15 marks or more.

Rare patterns of unsatisfactory performance related to the following:

e Unnecessarily lengthy descriptions of a specific bullet point, mostly about
what one eats and drinks on any given day, without demonstrating
adequate range of tenses other than the present tense

e Omission of key information, more often than not in relation to the last two
bullet points:

> ylatl elval onuavtiko va TIPOCEXELS TL TPWE
> TLOoMayr Ba NBeAeg va KAVELG oTn SLaTpo@r) oou

In general, there were some grammatical errors, incorrect spelling and wrong use
of vocabulary that obscured meaning (e.g. livo {axapo, tpwyo pLokeg {dyapeg, elve
onpavtikog va eluaote nynvi kat va viwbete wpala)

Question 1 (b)

Q1 (b) related to the theme of “Future Aspirations, study and work” and focused on
travel and using languages outside the classroom. It required that candidates write
an email to a friend who helps them practice their Greek, in which they invite them
to stay with them. This was the least popular out of the two options for question 1
but those who chose this question performed very well, mostly scoring 16 marks
and above. A good number of candidates wrote clear descriptions and justified
opinion, using good vocabulary and well linked extended sentences such as: n
kaAUtepn emoxn yla va épBes eivat to kahokalpy, yiati n Bpoxn dev Ba yaAdoet ta
oxédd pag.

Patterns of unsatisfactory performance related to the following:

e Too lengthy descriptions of a specific bullet point, probably as a result of
pre-learnt phrases that the candidates wanted to use, even though they
were not relevant to the content required by the bullet points. These often
included descriptions of the seasons that were not linked to an argument
about the best time to visit or excessive information about the candidate’s
home town, without linking this to the things they could do together when
Marinos visited

e Omission of key points, more often than not in relation to explaining why
the friend should visit.



In general, there were some spelling and grammatical errors that interfered with
meaning (e.g. To emoxw va £pBet) and some copying of the bullet points that did
not manipulate pronouns and verb endings to suit the context of the letter (e.g. n
KaAUTEPN Emoyr} va o€ emLoKEPTel lval ...)

Question 2

Question 2 has two options from which students have to select one. This question
assesses students on their ability to convey information, narrate, express and
justify ideas and opinions, and interest or convince the reader, as well as use the
formal register. This question is worth 28 marks: 16 for Communication and
Content, which involves the ability to communicate relevant facts, expand, express
individual thoughts and opinion, while maintaining appropriate use of register and
style throughout, and 12 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy, which
invites accurate use of a variety of complex grammatical structures, cohesion and
successful references to various time frames.

Question 2 (a)

Question 2 (a) related to the theme of “School” and focused on the rules and
pressure of school life, while also soliciting views about possible improvements. In
this question, candidates were asked to write 130-150 words describing their
school and the school rules, identifying a unique school experience and arguing for
improvements that ought to be made.

Half of the candidates who entered chose this question and the level of success
was high, as this was clearly something that everyone had opinions of and many
things to write about. The most frequently cited examples of school rules had to
do with the use of mobiles or school uniform, whereas the most memorable
school experience had to do with trips or sport events.

Patterns of unsatisfactory performance related to the following:

e Failure to link facts and opinion in an organised, accurate and cohesive way,
especially in relation to school regulations that are considered to be in need
of improvement or change (e.g. 10 gyoAsio Ba BeAtiwrtave yla uéva av dpytle
apydtepa ondte Ba mdpw 1o oAU Unvo)

e Occasional grammatical errors, where the underlying insecurity regarding
structures interfered with meaning (e.g. autdg glve o ywwdg Liouv)

e Too detailed description of the school and significant omissions regarding
opinion and evaluation, as well as references to the past

e Limited range of vocabulary that affects clarity (e.g. To oyoAeio pou éyouv
autd mou kabapi{ouv Toug TOOUS TTOU KAVEL TO aYoAslo kabapo).

Question 2 (b)



Question 2 (a) related to the theme of “International and global dimension” and
focused on campaigns and good causes. It required that candidates write to their
Head Teacher to persuade her to collaborate with another school, in order to
organise a charity event.

The level of success in this question was satisfactory. Many candidates expressed
their views clearly and compellingly, identifying a good cause, describing the
charity event that would benefit their chosen cause and narrating their own
experience of similar events. The last bullet point required that students explain
why international collaborations are beneficial for good causes. Those who
answered well argued that countries that work together for the common good
make friends not enemies and this is good for peace and the economy. For
example: Mpénet va Snutoupynooupes Seapous pAiag kat umiatoauvnc. Ot
PUaVOpWITIKEG 5paaTnPLOTNTEC PEPVOUV TOUC AQOUG TTLO KOVTA... KAl 1) TTayKOouLa
glpnvn ylvetal atyd otyd mpayuatikotnta

Patterns of unsatisfactory performance related to the following:

e Either too lengthy or too short descriptions of a specific bullet point,
which detracted from the purpose of the piece and provided no
information or superfluous information. For example, some candidate,
instead of identifying a good cause, they listed several, which went
against the rubric of the question and the purpose of the task, which
was to argue and persuade about one specific cause (e.g. mpotelvw va
BonBrigste toug dateyoug, o meptBdrov kat Ta {wa mpog éapdvion)

e Many candidates neglected to expand on the last bullet pint or left it out
altogether

e Some candidates included a large amount of pre-learnt material about
the environment and why we need to protect it, without linking this
information to the requirements of the question.

Question 3

This question requires translation of a short passage from English into Greek. It is
worth 12 marks and consists of 4 sentences ordered in rising degrees of
complexity.

This year’s question related to the theme of “Local Area, holiday and travel” and
focused on holidays. More than half of the candidates achieved grade 10 and
above, showing very good understanding of the Greek text and good skills of
transfer of meaning into English. Many showed excellent translation skills and
gained full marks.

Awkward or incorrect use of language mostly related to vocabulary (e.g. prefer was
rendered as p’ apéost mapanavw; discovered was rendered as €(éq; stayed was
rendered as kafBloaue; so was rendered as 10t¢ etc.).

Paper Summary

Here’s some advice to candidates, based on a summary of this year’s performance.
The prompts in the bullet points may give you useful vocabulary but they need to
be adapted to suit the grammar and syntax of your own sentences.



Read every question on the exam paper before you begin to write your answers.
Questions 1 and 2 offer a choice, so please make sure you write about a topic that
interests you and that you have something to say about.

Look very carefully at the whole question, including the rubric, to make sure that
you fully understand what you are being asked to do, noting, in particular, the
register you must use. In Greek, the formal register is indicated with the 2"
person plural of the verb and pronoun.

Pay attention to key words in the bullet points, as these will help you to answer
each of the bullet points correctly. Answer each of the bullet points in the order
that they appear, so that you do not end up omitting any. Use a new paragraph for
each one. Leave enough time to check your work carefully at the end of the exam.
Familiarise yourself with the assessment criteria, so that you are aware of the
aspects involved in assessing performance. This is particularly important for
questions that elicit the use of a formal register or purpose linked to persuasion,
interest etc.
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