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Introduction
GCSE Greek 5GK04 01 requires candidates to respond to a total of two questions, one from 
each section, A and B. The questions are linked to the topics prescribed in the specification, 
which are: media, travel and culture and sport, leisure and work.

Candidates are required to choose one task per section.

The tasks and related assessment criteria have been designed to accommodate a wide 
range of candidate profiles and reward work from grades G to A*. The paper rewards 
candidates for effective Communication and Knowledge and Application of Language 
(as well as accuracy in the second longer task). Tasks are set in English to ensure that 
assessment is not over reliant on reading ability. 

Although elements of the second task are accessible to candidates seeking grades G to C, 
the task from Section B provides opportunities for stretch and challenge through a

more extended writing requirement.

The total mark for this paper is 50, 20 for section A, the shorter writing task, and 30 for 
section B, the longer writing task. It is important to note that the rubric requires that 
candidates write no more than 70 words in their response to their chosen question from 
Section A, whereas responses addressing the question in section B require a minimum of 
120 words.

Candidates who do not address all the bullet points in their question of choice, according 
to the prescribed word limit, lose valuable marks from the Communication and Content 
category and, where appropriate, from the Knowledge and Application of Language 
category. When targeted content is omitted, certain targeted linguistic structures necessary 
to relate this content are also omitted. 
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Question 1 (a)
Question 1(a) was the most popular in this series and the mean mark of candidate 
performance was at 14.40 out of 20. The question required that the candidates write an 
email to a friend to tell them about a recent trip and mention:

•	 what the place they visited was like and something they did there

•	 what they thought of this trip and why. 

Many candidates responded to this question fully, using a good range of appropriate 
vocabulary and structures and providing relevant detail. There were several instances when 
a candidate mentioned the name of a place they visited but made no attempt to describe 
it ( "what the place was like"). Given the number of words available, a short description 
such as " το μέρος ήταν πολύ τουριστικό αλλά είχε ωραία μουσεία" would have sufficed. In 
addition, many concluded that "περάσαμε υπέροχα" , which would lead the reader to have a 
fair understanding of what the candidate thought of this trip, but there was often no direct 
explanation regarding "why". In addition, a great number of words was often devoted to 
irrelevant, chatty sentences addressed to a friend and by the time the candidate reached 
50 words there was still no pertinent engagement with the topic. A purposeful response 
must address the topic from the outset, once a customary brief exchange of pleasantries is 
established (e.g. Γεια σου Άννα,).

This is a fluent response, characterised by relevance and accuracy. It earned full marks. The 
candidate writes naturally but also in response to the requirements of the bullet points.
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All the information required is contained in this excellently linked piece. The place  
visited, the zoo, had wild and rare animals (“what it was like”). The candidate saw  
the dolphin show (“something you did there”). The trip was unforgettable  
(“what you thought of this trip”) as it was educational and fun (“why”).

Examiner Comments

It is advisable to compose succinct responses that integrate relevant  
information in a coherent manner and include appropriate vocabulary  
and structures. This response contains apt references to the past  
(including irregular verbs), excellent range of vocabulary and no 
 superfluous information.

Examiner Tip
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This response earned 9 marks out of 20.

When part of a bullet point is omitted or references to the required information  
is not clear enough due to poor language, the response cannot earn marks from  
a category higher than 5-6. The narrative is structured around inconsistent use  
of tenses, which creates ambiguity with regard to the chronology of events and  
makes the account “comprehensible with some lapses”.
This candidate demonstrates limited language skills. There are many mistakes,  
not enough evidence of understanding the notions of case and agreement and  
lack of indication of the position of the stress.  

Examiner Comments
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This response earned 10 out of 20 marks.

The candidate initially situates the reader in the correct time frame, “πριν μια  
εβδομάδα πήγα στην Ελλάδα”, but limited language skills do not allow a smooth  
progression into the narrative. The piece is “comprehensible overall with some  
lapses” and we get a satisfactory sense of what the place the candidate visited  
was like. Three verbs in the past tense (πήγα, είδα, ήταν) help convey the impression  
that most of the task is completed. Despite insecure knowledge of noun endings,  
case and agreement (αρχαίος Ελλάδα), the piece conveys some relevant information.

Examiner Comments
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Remember that verb endings indicate person and time frames. Even though  
the ending -ω indicates the first person, it situates action in the present or  
future tense. There are certain elements that cannot be combined. The augment  
( “ε”) is a characteristic of the Aorist and the Imperfect and cannot coexist with  
the -ω  suffix.

Examiner Tip



9GCSE Greek 4 5GK04 01

Question 1 (b)
Question 1(b) was the second most popular in this series and the mean mark of candidate 
performance was at 12.62 out of 20, which indicates that candidates found aspects of it 
challenging.

The question invited candidates to participate in a survey about their viewing preferences 
(TV or Cinema) and mention information related to the following:

•	 which of the two they prefer and why

•	 their impression of something they watched recently.

Many candidates provided rather lengthy and relevant narratives on one aspect of the 
question, namely why they preferred one medium over the other. This meant that quite 
often they exhausted the word count before they managed to give their impression of 
something they had watched recently.

More able responses conveyed all relevant information in a succinct manner, linking the 
various aspects that the bullet points required into a coherent whole.

Occasionally, when it came to describe their impression of something they watched, 
candidates over-used words in English, as in addition to a title in English, they included 
place names and the names of actors in English. Place names could be translated where 
appropriate (Η.Π.Α instead of USA) and names could be transliterated if there is no Greek 
equivalent (Κάιλι instead of Kylie).

This is an excellent response that earned full marks. It includes a wide range of appropriate 
vocabulary and structures, including some complex items, and there is evidence of clear 
ability to narrate, describe and express opinion.
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This is a very good response that earned 19 marks out of the 20 available.

Despite occasional awkwardness in expression (e.g. in the construction of this  
relative clause “που έχεις καθημερινά πρόσβαση”) this is a piece that is coherent  
and pleasant to read. It contains relevance combined with economy and excellent  
linking of its constituent details.

Examiner Comments

The adjective “ενδιαφέρων”  is one that makes a frequent appearance in the  
continuous writing tasks. Evidence of familiarity with the rules of its declension  
indicate confident control of the rules of morphology.

Examiner Tip

The candidate addresses the requirements of the question in a succinct  
but fully relevant manner.
The candidate prefers TV because he can watch it at home (“what you  
prefer and why”). They also have a positive impression of a comedy they  
recently started watching (“your impression of something you watched”).
The language is not faultless with regard to spelling and use of wrong  
forms (e.g. κάθοντας) but there is evidence of consistently competent  
use of complex structures (e.g. “είναι δύσκολο να αποφασήσεις” ,  
“δεν χρειάζεται να πληρώνουμε”) and ability to manipulate language  
to produce longer, fluent sentences ( “εγώ πάντος προτημάω την  
τηλεώρασει από το σινεμά επειδή ...).

Examiner Comments
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This response earned 5 out of the 20 available marks.

Instances of inaccurate spelling, rather than lack of knowledge of linguistic  
structures, cost this candidates full marks. Inflections in Greek are mostly  
indicative of grammatical categories. The suffix -ει may belong to a verb in  
the third person present indicative or subjunctive but never to a feminine  
noun (e.g. τηλεόρασει).

Examiner Tip

The candidate attempts to answer one bullet point but it is left to the  
imagination of the reader to tease out some relevance out of poorly  
constructed sentences. There is consistent mixing of letters in high  
frequency words (e.g. αγρηβα). The piece contains much ambiguity  
and omission.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (c)
A very small number of candidates chose this question. Those who did wrote interesting, 
funny and relevant accounts, marked by excellent language skills.

The mean mark in this question was 15.18 out of 20; which is indication of very good 
performance in the categories of Communication and Content and Knowledge and 
Application of Language.

The question invited candidates to write an account of their work experience looking after a 
neighbour's children. They ought to include in their responses:

•	 what the children were like and how they spent the first day together

•	 whether they intended to do it again and why.

Even though the majority of those who chose this question achieved very good marks, a 
pattern of lengthy and over-ambitious responses was established, especially by candidates 
with near native speaker skills. These responses exceeded the prescribed word count 
requirement by far and failed to indicate the combination of accuracy, relevance and 
economy that are essential for a good response.
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This is an excellent response that earned full marks.

The candidate writes with variety and interest, with consistent attention to the  
rules of grammar and without losing sight of the requirements of the question.  
Information is aptly sequenced and pertinent throughout. All the required  
information is there: the children beautiful and polite, the candidate and the  
children spent the day playing and telling stories and job satisfaction as well  
as good pay are the main factors for wanting to continue in this position.

Examiner Comments
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This response earned 13 marks, due to omissions.

The minimum core vocabulary is a good source of information regarding  
indicative content under each topic area. Familiarity with the words that  
are essential to narrate (σου γράφω...) , describe (ευγενικές), express  
opinion (ήταν φανταστική) and expand in direct relation to a topic is  
necessary for composing a relevant response.

Examiner Tip
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It is clear that the candidate has good language skills but failed to read  
the question carefully and compose an answer that includes all of the  
required details. We do not exactly get a sense of what the children were  
like and the reader needs to extrapolate a sense of what happened on the  
day and why the candidate would do it again. What is missing from this  
response is purposeful, rather than tentative, description and opinion in  
response to the question.

Examiner Comments

Evidence of ability to go beyond a minimal response is not enough in itself,  
if the piece contains omissions. In this case omissions also cost the candidate  
marks from the category of Knowledge and Application of Language.
Marks for the two different categories of assessment (Content and Language)  
must be drawn from adjacent boundaries. Use of language is considered  
appropriate when it is formed in direct engagement with the required content.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (d)
Question 1(d) was the third most popular question in this series and the mean mark of 
candidate performance was 13.44 out of 20. This indicates that many candidates managed 
to convey appropriate details using good variety of vocabulary and structures.

This question invited candidates to participate in a survey about health and fitness and 
include in their answers the following:

•	 what they do to stay fit and healthy

•	 something they did recently that was good for them.

Patterns of omission are mainly related to the second bullet point. This meant that some 
candidates failed to demonstrate their familiarity with a range of tenses, as their entire 
narrative was restricted to the time frame of the present. As a rule, for a balanced response, 
both bullet points ought to carry the same weight in terms of the information conveyed.

This response earned 11 marks. The candidate could have earned more marks if they had 
included a more personalised narrative instead of this rather general commentary on health 
and fitness.
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This response earned full marks. It exceeds the word limit, within tolerance, and manages to 
convey all relevant information fluently and persuasively.

This essay earned 6 in the category of Communication and Content because  
the response to the stimulus failed to explain what the candidate does and  
focused on what people should do in general. Even though this may constitute  
the omission of a whole bullet point (range of marks: 3-4, “major omissions”),  
the information was cognate to the topic and the examiner concluded that  
the advice given (“πρεπει να κάνεις πέντε όρες σπορ) may in fact be taken  
to derive from personal experience.

Examiner Comments
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Most of the information that is directly relevant to the question is contained  
in the second paragraph. Even though the candidate makes an unnecessarily  
long introduction, they rescue the essay by writing fully relevant details in  
sophisticated and impressive language that demonstrates excellent control  
of meaning and purpose.

Examiner Comments

Unless one is very secure in their language skills, such introductions ought to  
be avoided. This candidate manages to compose a fully relevant response,  
with very good linking of the information, because of consistently competent  
use of structures, tenses, vocabulary and subordination.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a)
Question 2(a) was the third most popular response in this section. It was also the one where 
candidates performed least well. The mean mark of performance was 17.10 out of 30. 
Marks were mostly lost in the category of Communication and Content as many candidates 
read the question hastily and chose to write about the pros and cons of TV in general, rather 
than argue for or against reality TV, which was the particular angle of argument that the 
question invited.

Question 2(a) required that candidates take a stance in relation to a teacher's claim that 
reality TV has a negative effect on young people. In their answers, they ought to include:

•	 which reality TV show is popular with them and their friends and what it is about

•	 whether they agree or disagree with their teacher and why.

Most essays were one-dimensional, choosing to focus on the argument and neglecting to 
describe a reality show that they watch. Some wrote that they do not watch such shows 
and therefore are not in a position to describe one. If a question requires evidence of 
description and opinion and candidates have nothing to show for either, maybe a different 
question would be more appropriate for their skills and world of experience. If, on the other 
hand, a question requires opinion and even though the topic is appealing and the candidate 
is unsure where they stand, they do not need to take sides. They may offer both sides of the 
argument and outline the positive and the negative aspects. 

This is an example of an excellent response that earned full marks in all three categories of 
the assessment criteria.
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The candidate may be using the title and names of the people involved in this 
show in English but leaves no doubt as to their excellent ability to compose a 
purposeful, fluent and fully relevant response. There is direct argument in  
relation to the teacher’s opinion, a conclusive remark that is persuasive and 
substantiated and a detailed description of the reality show that makes the 
candidate’s evaluation appear confident and fully justified.

Examiner Comments

It is always pleasant to read about the candidates’ personal opinions and 
experiences when these are required, as in this question. The candidate has 
chosen a topic that they are clearly familiar with and this makes the piece 
compelling and pleasant to read. It is always a good idea to choose a topic 
that one has  something to write about, either because one is interested in it 
or because they have some experience of it.

Examiner Tip
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This response earned 8 out of the available 30 marks.
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The candidate attempts to answer but description and opinion are both hard to  
decipher and along the wrong lines, in the instances where some meaning does  
emerge. There is evidence of misunderstanding and the language is basic and  
inappropriate to the task.

Examiner Comments

Even when the candidate possess limited knowledge of Greek, some marks  
can still be earned when there is evidence that they know the conventions  
of the Greek writing system, they do not mix English and Greek characters  
and indicate the position of the stress, rather than a dot above the ι.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (b)
Question 2(b) was the second most popular in this section and it was also the one that 
yielded the most able responses. The mean mark for this question was 20.90 out of 30. This 
means that many candidates achieved excellent results and wrote clear, coherent, relevant 
and accurate essays about their favourite book.

Question 2(b) invited candidates to recommend a book to members of a book club and 
include in their answers:

•	 why reading is important for them and which book they are recommending

•	 what the book is about and why they have chosen it.

It was a pleasure to read a variety of interesting and moving accounts about the importance 
of reading and the impact that a certain book had on a candidate. The candidates who 
chose this question exhibited a maturity and sophistication that are indeed testament to 
the importance of reading for one's development into a thinking and sensitive individual.

This is an excellent response that earned full marks. It contains an impressive range of 
vocabulary and structures and makes a compelling argument for the importance of books.
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The response is distinguished by its directness and purpose. The candidate expands  
on the impact that reading has on them ( με βοηθαει να ηρεμήσω, το διαβασμα σε  
ταξιδεύει) and gives a good description of the chosen book without overburdening  
their account with too many secondary details. The reason why Harry Potter was chosen  
is clear and expressed well.

Examiner Comments

A good response in this section is bound to include justification or explanation.  
A sequence that includes description followed by example/explanation/justification  
constitutes a sound approach to composing a response.

Examiner Tip
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This response earned 13 out of 30 marks.

This response is not easy to read and contains repetition and ambiguity. It earned  
only 5 marks in the category of Communication and Content because information  
relating to the importance of reading or the recommended book is mostly  
incomprehensible. The answer is also rather short for this section and the language  
is insecure.

Examiner Comments

It is essential to adopt the correct register when composing a response  
and make a note of the audience that the composition is addressed to.  
In this case, a book club would require the use of the formal “you”. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (c)
Most candidates who sat for this examination chose question 2(c) as it seemed to be closer 
to their world of experience and preferences. The mean mark for this question was 20.07 
and indicates that those who wrote about video games proved able to compose pertinent, 
accurate and fluent essays.

Question 2(c) invited description and opinion about video games and young people and 
asked that candidates include in their answers:

•	 what kind of video games they and their friends play and how often 

•	 the pros and cons of video games for young people.

Most responses showed ability to offer a balanced argument that discussed the 
pros and cons of video games and the ways in which they promote certain skills, 
including competence in another language, but also affect one's performance at school 
or harm one's health because of the sedentary life style that they entail.  There was a 
pattern of instances of unbalanced approach to the question, when candidates leaned 
heavily towards argument ("the pros and cons") and neglected to offer description ("what 
kind and how often").

This is an excellent and fully relevant response that earned full marks.
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The candidate writes in a very natural and fluent way and includes only  
relevant content. There is mention of the frequency of playing games  
(“συνήθως μια φορά την εβδομάδα”), description of the preferred video  
game (“στρατιγικά παιχνίδια και άλλα με όπλα”) and persuasive as well  
as balanced argument regarding what they think about the role of games  
in young people’s lives.

Examiner Comments

It is not necessary to relay the information in a special order that corresponds  
to the bullet points, as long as the response is detailed and fully relevant.  
This candidate adopts an acceptable sequence which, in fact, does not  
order content in the way that the content requirement is listed in the bullet points.

Examiner Tip
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This response earned 8 marks.

The candidate’s response is short and there is no evidence of ability to go  
beyond a minimal response. The inclusion of words in English and the mixing  
of characters (Greek and English) make the information incomprehensible  
in writing.

Examiner Comments

It is important to check your writing for consistency. The mixing of Greek and  
English characters and the use of the wrong consonants when forming words  
make this piece very difficult to read or comprehend. It is clear that the candidate  
is familiar with the Greek letters and the rules of phonology but inconsistent  
application of this knowledge results in very little rewardable material.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (d)
Question 2(d) was the least popular question in this section and performance varied from 
excellent to poor.

Few candidates chose this question which invited them to work as volunteers for an 
environmental organisation and include in their application letter:

•	 how and why they would like to help out and whether they have any experience of 
voluntary work

•	 what they think the biggest environmental problem is and why.

The candidates whose performance merited marks from the top categories of the 
assessment grids included all the required information and integrated opinion and the 
various descriptive tasks in a balanced and coherent manner. Where patterns of errors 
were detected, these had to do with omission or instances of over-expanding on one bullet 
and writing minimal information on the other. Some candidates misunderstood the word 
volunteer and wrote about the experience of paid employment. The most frequent omission 
had to do with the kind of help the candidates were offering ("how") and the reason why 
they considered an environmental problem the "biggest".

This is an excellent response that earned full marks. It employs an impressive range of 
vocabulary and structures and a register which is appropriate to task.
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This response earned 14 out of the 30 marks available.

This is clearly a candidate with superior language skills. All the information required is  
included in a succinct, clear and fluent manner. The candidate wishes to help because  
it is a matter of urgency (“πολλά άτομα της κοινωνίας μας το μολύνουν καθημερινά”)  
and gives examples as to how they intend to do this (“φυτεύοντας δέντρα”). There is  
information relating to past experience as a volunteer (“δούλευα εθελοντικά...”) as  
well as clear description and evaluation regarding the “biggest” environmental problem.

Examiner Comments

A good response must demonstrate knowledge of vocabulary that is  
appropriate to the task. Each topic and sub topic must be revised through  
cognate texts and with the help of lexical sets relevant to each theme.

Examiner Tip
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The clarity in this answer is hampered by poor language skills, even though with  
the help of the dictionary the candidate has clearly managed to use some appropriate  
vocabulary. There are omissions (“how”, “why”) and the linking of the various details  
do not contribute to a coherent and cohesive response.

Examiner Comments

When you select a word from the dictionary, make sure that you manipulate  
it accordingly in order to apply the rules of Greek grammar in relation to suffixes.  
Adjectives like σημαντική need to agree with the noun they describe, in gender,  
case and number (το περιβάλλον). Nouns (κόσμου) need to be in the correct  
case to indicate agency in the sentence  (προσέχει).

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Many candidates performed well across the paper as a whole and there were some 
examples of excellent performance, both with regard to appropriate use of content and 
accuracy of language. Most candidates were well prepared for the different test types but 
some essays were marked by irrelevance and omissions. This was sometimes the case in 
questions 1 (a), which was the most popular in Section A and where a number of candidates 
exhausted the amount of words available to them before even beginning to address certain 
bullet points or left these out of their account completely.

This year, however, the majority of candidates observed the requirements of the rubric and 
attempted accurate and relevant responses, which addressed the required bullet points.

There was satisfactory evidence of ability to narrate and evaluate in response to the 
questions set and many candidates displayed high levels of accuracy. 

A good number of candidates wrote responses which were fully relevant, coherent, accurate 
and pleasant to read, especially in 1 (a) and 1 (c) in Section A and 2 (b) and 2 (c) in Section B.

On some occasions, hasty reading of the bullet points led to significant omissions and 
irrelevance, especially in the case of questions 1 (a),  2 (a) and 2 (d). 

Questions 1(a) and 1 (b) were by far the preferred choices in Section A and questions 2 (b) 
and 2 (c) attracted the highest number of candidates in Section B.

A small but significant number of candidates ignored the rules of the Greek alphabet and 
the conventions of the stress system. They either failed to indicate the position of the stress 
or used English words and English characters ("t" and "u" in particular) instead of Greek 
ones. Consequently, awarded marks in the Knowledge and Application of Language and 
Accuracy categories were low. A fair number of candidates, including the ones with very 
good language skills, ignored the rule that requires that every Greek multisyllabic word 
carries stress on one of its three final syllables. Moreover in a response which has word 
count set between 50-70 words, it is advised not to include English words or too many 
proper nouns, which will take away from the cohesion of the response.
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Based on their performance on this paper, centres are offered the following advice:

•	 Read each question carefully to decide which fits your experience and knowledge 
better and to make sure that you understand fully what is expected. Do not choose the 
question you like. Choose the one that you have something to say in response and that 
you have an opinion on. 

•	 Respond to the questions within the framework of the bullet points, in order to 
construct a good response.

•	 Ensure that you employ a good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures. Many 
times, required content is tied to a specific time frame and if this is omitted marks are 
limited in the category of Content as well as Knowledge and Application of Language.

•	 Observe the rules of orthography and indicate the position of the stress, when 
appropriate.

•	 Try to link your various ideas and descriptions into a whole, using subordination, rather 
than write sentences in isolation.

•	 Familiarise yourselves with the cases and the correct inflections of articles, nouns and 
adjectives. Inconsistent use of the nominative and accusative cases is still responsible 
for many inaccuracies, e.g. “οι άνθρωποι” versus "τους ανθρώπους".

•	  Incorrect suffixes in verbs create confusion and obscure meaning as it is not clear who 
carries out the action and during which time frame. For example -ει versus -εις or -ες.

•	 Use the dictionary wisely. Lists of words do not betray ability to narrate, if a sentence is 
not structured correctly or does not show evidence of ability to manipulate structures.

•	 In general, avoid using generic pre-learned material, which may often be irrelevant to 
the requirements of the particular question. Remember that when you write more than 
the recommended number of words you commit a rubric infringement. You also run 
the risk of including material that is irrelevant and detracts from the purpose of your 
response. 
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•	

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on  
this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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