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Answer two questions.

Each question is worth 40 marks.

Choose TWO of the questions that follow, and answer both parts, (a) and (b), for both the questions that 
you choose.

1. The Constitutional Framework of US Government

 (a) Explain the importance of the principle of separation of powers in the US Constitution.
 [10]

 (b) Assess critically the argument that the US Constitution puts too much emphasis on the 
protection of the rights of citizens and the states. [30]

2. The Legislative Branch of Government: US Congress

 (a) Explain the significance of Congress’s power of impeachment. [10]

 (b) How far do you agree with the description of Congress as ‘an inefficient and ineffective 
legislature’? [30]

3. The Executive Branch of Government

 (a) Explain the factors a president will consider when appointing a Cabinet. [10]

 (b) ‘Conflict is the main feature of relations between the President and Congress.’ Discuss.
 [30]

4. The Judicial Branch of Government: The Supreme Court

 (a) Explain the importance of appointments to the Supreme Court. [10]

 (b) ‘The Supreme Court’s power of judicial review is less significant than critics often claim.’ 
Discuss. [30]


