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This is a popular coursework unit, which gives candidates the opportunity to write about their
favourite media stars.  It is a useful variation on the introductory letter to a pen-friend and gives
candidates an opportunity to write about youth culture. The interview format gives the piece a
structure, which helps many candidates to avoid being over-ambitious.  The stimulus material
consists of a teacher’s instruction in German and a sample Steckbrief on Tom Cruise.

Most of the unit is comprehensible despite errors, but it is clear that this candidate is most at
ease with simple sentences. As soon as more complex structures are attempted, the meaning is
lost.  The candidate uses zu and also to mean “also” which often leads to confusion and there is
a tendency towards anglicisms. Perhaps the dictionary was more of a hindrance than a help with
the sentence: Ich schreiben lieds und Ich ausführen ihnen (sic.).

Nevertheless, there are some redeeming features in this original piece of work which is not
copied from the stimulus. The verbs are generally correct in the present tense, the syntax is
correct in simple sentences and modal verbs are attempted. The paragraph about the working
routine is a partially successful coherent account.

Marks awarded

Communication and content 5
Knowledge and application of language 2
Accuracy of language 2
Total 9


