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This unit consists of three items:
÷ a list of items to be taken on holiday
÷ a letter of reservation
÷ a postcard written on holiday.

The stimulus material takes the form of sample letters and sentences, which the candidate is able
to use to create a response.

Although the candidate has word-processed the three items, very little of what is produced is
original work. The two letters are in effect tests in which the candidate has merely inserted new
words or phrases, albeit occasionally showing evidence of some understanding of grammar.
This means that the work to be assessed is not the whole piece of writing but only the
candidate’s original work.

The discrete list of items to take on holiday is what would be expected of a candidate at the
most basic level. The typing of the letter of reservation suggests that the candidate does not
really understand the meaning of some of the complex sentences. The postcard from Germany,
written in Paris (!), shows almost no understanding of linguistic features, although the candidate
has correctly inserted a perfect tense with haben.

Centres should guard against using this type of test for anyone other than the least able
candidates as it does not give enough scope to manipulate language.

Marks awarded

Communication and content 3
Knowledge and application of language 1
Accuracy of language 1
Total 5


