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Unit 1: Stimulus material
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The stimulus material includes a wide range of good vocabulary and structure which the
candidate could include in the final draft of a letter to a problem page.  The candidate’s letter is
a reasonably well constructed and coherent account of problems with family, friends and school.
The word processing helps the presentation, although capital letters are used randomly.  In
general, however, this work has a sense of being the candidate’s own personal response rather
than simply a reproduction of the stimulus.

Despite linguistic errors, almost all of the letter is comprehensible.  Even when the candidate
copies a phrase wrongly from the stimulus (e.g. ich komme mit den Lehren nicht), it is likely
that a native German speaker would understand this in the context.  There is a good range of
ideas and the candidate has included plenty of opinion and justification.

Positive features of the Quality of Language include a secure sense of basic syntax, a variety of
verb forms including present and past tense, modal verbs, some correct inversion and some
correct inflections.  However, in assessing this unit, it is necessary to balance these positive
features against the less successful aspects of the work.  In particular, the attempts to use weil
are not wholly successful except in the final paragraph. The candidate overuses und as a link.  A
better candidate would use more sophisticated conjunctions such as obwohl, dass and even
damit.

Marks awarded
Communication and content 7
Knowledge and application of language 4
Accuracy of language 3
Total 14


